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Dow Cr kor As. 


15 HEx were in an inſtant moſt con- 

A veniently ſituated on a parapet, in a 
ſtreet at no great N 96 from Cavendiſh 
Bae, | | ; 


2601 Before I offer to your conſi deration,” , 
ſaid the Demon, & A view of thoſe aſſem- 


blies, where-perſons of the firſt claſs meet 


each other, at this time of the evening, — 

Iſhall amuſe you with the manner in which 
female youth of diſtinction are ſometimes 
inſtructed to ſhine in them, and to perform 


Voc. III. N | the 
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the leſs important duties of their reſpec- ; 
tive ſituations. 
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15 In one of che upper rooms, in the 


large houſe immediately oppoſite, you ſee 


a woman of a very genteel appearance 
with three young ladies ſitting round her.“ 
« She is the mother, I preſume,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, who is performing the duty 
of parental inſtruction to her charming 


offspring, and teaching them to purſue 


the path of virtue in which ſhe has trod; 
and to attain the happineſs which ſhe poſ- 
ſeſles.” * Alas!” replied the Demon, 
ec their mother is far otherwiſe engaged; 
—they do not, at preſent, occupy her 
thoughts, —ſhe has not even had time to 
ſee them ſinee yeſterday morning, and is 
perfectly ſatisfied that ſhe performs every 
parental duty, by allowing them inſtructors 


5 in the various branches of faſhionable and 


elegant accompliſhment, and conſigning 
them to the care of a foreign en 7 775 
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* Theſe young people are of high rank, 
and the lady who is yith them is the per- 


Ton delegated by their mother, to ſuperin- 


tend the more material part of their edu- 


cation, — the inſtruction of their minds ;— 


and you ſhall judge in what manner ſhe 
diſcharges her duty. Her pupils are on the 
moment of engaging in their evening lec- 


ture; — each has a portion of ſtudy which 


ſhe reads aloud to her governeſs, and the 


eldeſt of them is now preparing to begin 


the part 'which is allotted to her. While 
they are employed in tis buſineſs, I will 
repeat the different lectures which compoſe 


the ſalutary inſtruction of the preſent hour, 


and by which their diſpoſitions are to be 


formed, their virtue confirmed, and their 


reaſon . The firſt reads as 
follows : _ i 


#454 
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Ne Tipy of Fasnton. 


"00, cls | fait, & cela ne ſe fait pas, is 


the rule oe my life,” fad the der Ca. 
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rinda, as I had the honour of attending her 


in one of her morning walks in the Green 


Park. * You laugh,” continued ſhe, © at 
the ſize of my hat, and will tell me, Per- 
haps, that it hides the prettieſt face in the 
world: — with all my heart; — I have no 
objection whatever to ſuch an aſſertion, 
and will give you all the credit you de- 


ſerve; but other pretty faces are hid as 


well as mine; and I might anſwer your 
ridicule by obſerving, that, as the attack 
of bright eyes, morning, noon, and night, 
would be too much Fe the men, faſhion 


has kindly invented the enormous covering 


of our heads a0 pity do their hearts. 


But let x vs ſuppoſe, fair 7 for a 
moment, that faſhig Jy ſhould be fo capri- 
cious as to ſpare a certain quantity of inches 
from the circumferenge of the preſent mo- 
diſh hat, and reduce ir ut once, by a nod 
of arbitrary power, from the ſize of a 
coach- wheel, to that of a china plate, what 


would you oy | then? I would fay,” 


anſwered 


> 
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anſw-ered ſhe, «© . faſnion, who has her 
paroxyſins of ſenſe as well as folly, having 
obſerved that the men grew too conſequen- 
tial from her indulgence, was determined 
to recall them to their proper tone of man- 
ners, by giving to bright eyes in the park, 
as well as at the ay, the full pe 

of eee glances.” 


we And would the gentle, the amiable 
Clarinda, become ſo cruel as to adopt the 
ſevere transformation?” —— Without 
doubt,” ſhe replied ; Cela /e fait, & cela 
ne ſe fait pas, is the irreſiſtible rule of my 
conduct. I would not, at preſent, be the 
firſt to enter upon extremes in any thing, 


but I ſhould not heſitate an inſtant to be 85 


the ſecond.— I am very tall, and it might 
appear ridiculous in the Rp; that 
a foot-boy, who was no more than three 
feet high, ſhould follow me when I walked 
out; but, be affured, if I ſaw any one per- 
ſon of conſequence adopt ſuch a meaſure, 
L would inſtantly dimiſs the lofty jacka- 
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napes who is now behind us, and transfer 
the office of attending me on the prome- 
nade, to. an imp who. would not reach to. 
his elbow. | Nay, if the Dutcheſſes of Rut- 
land or Devonſhire, thought proper to. 
ear ſhoes of different colours to-day, you. 
might be certain of ſeeing my party-co- 
loured feet to-morrow. 


© The amuſement of life, continued 
Clarinda, © conſiſts in variety; a change 
of dreſs is as neceſſary as a change of food. 


Laws, governments and religions vary 


their forms: manners have their day, and. 
faſhions their hour; and as I have a for- 
tune that permits me to indulge my diſpo- 
ſition, and am at a time of life when ſuch. 


indulgence is graceful, I ſhall vary with. 


the varying mode; and though I muſt not. 


yet attempt to preſent faſhion to the town, 


I ſhall be ever ready to give my immediate 


ſupport to thoſe who do. In ſhort, I would. 


be a kind of Cameleon, and inſtantly. - 
LO aſſume 


; i 5 2 
e TN un. — 


aſiime the colour of every faſhionable ob- 
2h that ariſes before me. 


9 At this moment, 1 * che ß 
f aſk my fair friend, if, when ſhe was 

red of officiating as a virgin prieſteſs at 
he altar of faſhion, ſhe would condeſcend: 
ſo far as to aſk her favourite divinity for 


an huſband.” * Be aſſured my good 


friend,” replied ſhe, in a tone of abſolute 
determination, “ that I never will receive 
one but from her: for if all the wealth of 
India—all the blood of the Howards—the 
beſt learning of Oxford—and every accom- 
pliſhment of Paris, were united in one man, 
who was as handſome as Adonis; and 
actually dying at my feet, I ſhould not be 
tempted to marry him, if he were not the 
ſaſhion.“ 0550 


« Such were the lively, graceful, but 


eccentric converſations, I frequently. had 
with this charming young woman; when, 
on the death of my father, I prepared to 
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indulge my ardent deſire of viſiting foreigir 
countries, which his tender wiſh to have 
me always near him, had hitherto oppoſed. 
As I kiſſed Clarinda's hand, on bidding 
her adieu, ſhe returned her kind farewell; 
and bade me reſt aſſured, that ſhe would 
never do any thing unworthy os a woman 


of faſhion. 


In a few months after my departure 


from England, my letters informed me 
that ſhe had married a man of high birth 


and large fortune, for no other reaſon. 
whatever, but becauſe he was the moſt 


faſhionable man of the day. The motive 


for offering her his hand, was of a ſimilar 
nature; and they, therefore, joined their 
reſpective good qualities and accompliſh- 
ments, in order to become the moſt fa- | 
ſhionable couple in the kingdom. 

IJ heard no more of Clarinda, during 
the four years 1 employed in making the- 
tour of Europe: but the very day after 
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my return to London, I was on my way to 
enquire after my faſhionable friend, when 
I met her, as ſhe was paſſing from a milli- 
ner's ſhop to her carriage. She was going 
home, ſhe ſaid, and inſiſted moſt peremp- 
torily that I ſhould accompany her. 


« General and friendly ſalutations had 


not yielded to particular enquiries, when 


the carriage ſtopped at her door; and, as 
we entered her dreſſing- room, I expreſſed a 
police with to be preſented to her Lord. 
Oh, heavens!” exclaimed ſhe, burſting 
into a loud laugh, and throwing herſelf 
into a chair, © 1s it poſſible that you, who 
have been travelling all over the world, 
© to acquire a knowledge of it, and are juſt 
© arrived from Paris, where it is ſo well un- 
* derſtood—is it poſſible that you could 
ſuppoſe I ſhould live with a huſband for 
© four years? We have been ſeparated. | 
© theſe ſix months, and ſhall never, I be- 
© lieve, unite again-. 
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© We began,” continued ſhe, * with ſe- 
parate carriages, as perſons of rank ought 
to do; and, after the birth of our ſon, 
we took to ſeparate apartments, which 
was all very well; when, on a.ſudden, 
though he abſolutely kept an Opera 
ſinger, his Lordſhip had the impudence 
to be jealous of me. As for his amours, 
I did not trouble myſelf about them; 
and even carried my civility to him ſo 
far, as to take a box at his Sultana's be- 


nefit: but his jealouſy was ſo vulgar, as 


well as unjuſt, that it rendered him deteſ- 
table; and he really became ſo odious to 
me, that F was determined to leave him: * 


Articles of feparation, therefore, were 


arranged by mutual conſent, and I am as 
you now find me. A ſeparation, as you 
know, cannot be objected to, but a di- 
vorce would be a very ſerious buſineſs 
indeed. The one keeps me where I am, 
and is a mere matter of family diſcord, 

with which the world has nothing to da. 


The other, ariſing from what is con- 
« ſidered 


F 
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© ſidered as a criminal offence, would not 
only exclude me from the faſhionable 

circles, but deprive me alſo of that title 

« which gives me a lead, in them. Jealous, 

therefore, as the vulgar blockhead might 
© be, I was not ſuch an ideot as to give 

him any real cauſe for being fo, and the 

© whole town applauds my conduct.—I 
« promiſed you, my good friend,” continued 

ſhe, with a ſmile, © that I would not do- 
any thing unworthy of a woman of fa- 
© ſhion, and you ſee that 1 have kept my. 
6- word. 1 N 


« And ſo much,” added the Demon, 
for forming the diſpoſitions of the female 
mind: For you ſee the governeſs laughs 
moſt heartily at the concluſion of the tory, . 
and the young academics Join in the 
mürth.“ - 


ce However, I muſt now ſummon your 


attention to the lecture of the ſecond 
filter. 


AS: VirTus. 
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VIRTUE RECOVERED, 


cc Confiantia was the daughter bt”, a man 
of family i in Scotland, who had long been 
ſettled” in Holland, and amaſſed a large 
fortune by commerce in that country.— 
Her mother died in bringing her.into the 
world, and her only brother was an officer. 
of rank in the ſervice of the Republic.— 
Conſtantia was beautiful, but her beauty. 
was by no means equal to the more ſolid. 
excellencies of her mind. From her =p 
ther ſhe appeared to inherit prudence; and 
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ll from her. brother ſhe learned. that chaſte- 
1 reſerve and elevated dignity, which, while 
105 they are conſidered as noble qualities in 
14 our ſex, always appear with a ſuperic ior: 


| 
* | luſtre i in the other. 
| 


N 10 With fuch a cultivated underſtand; 
ing, and ſuch ſtrength of mind as Con- 
Us ſtantia poſſeſſed, her heart was not under: 
| = the influence of: common circumſtances; 85 
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but love, that levels all ranks and re- 
moves all diſtinctions, at length age 026 
the dominion of it. 


« An Engliſh gentleman, who had in- 
herited from an illuſtrious family all their 
ſpirit, but none of their poſſeſſions, - hoſe 
heart was rich in every noble virtue, but 
whoſe ſword was all his portion, ſerved. 
in the troops commanded by her brother- 
It was eaſy to diſtinguiſh in him a ſoul and 


a deſcent ill-ſuited to his fortune. —His. . 


Colonel did not want the diſcernment ne- 


ceſſary to make ſuch a diſcovery.;—he pi 


tied, he honoured, and he loved him.— 
The reſpect with which he was received 
in her family, firſt attracted the attention: 
of the charming Conſtantia to him.—She 
thought it her duty to compaſſionate and 
reverence what her brother pitied and ad- 
mired; and theſe ſentiments ſoon quick- 
ened into the moſt tender and generous 
N 


c Mr. 
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% Mr. M— , Whofe modeſt nature. 
would not have aſpired to the the love of 
_ Conſtantia, and whoſe gratitude and friend- 
ſhip were diſpoſed to check, on his part, 
any impulſe towards an object which he 
conſidered to be beyond the limits of his 
fortune, could not, however, reſiſt the 
happineſs of being beloved by ſuch a wo- 
man. — He ſaw the moſt charming of her 
ſex regard him with a look of tenderneſs 
beyond the common dictates of friendſhip 
or compaſſion. He endeavoured to ſmo- 
ther the ſenſibilities which ſuch a parti- 
ality awakened in his breaſt; he ſtruggled 
againſt the paſſion which now poſſeſſed 
him, but in vain; every conſideration at. 
length yielded to his love; and he ſeiz- 
ed an. opportunity, which was willingly 
afforded him, of making known to Con- 
ſtantia his grateful. adoration. He was- 
heard with the partial favour of ſincere 
paſſion; and Conſtantia, ſuperior to diſ- 
guiſe, acknowledged the ſentiments of her. 
heart. | 
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ce But their union did not depend upon 
ker ; the conſent of a father, and the appro-- 
bation of a brother were to be obtained. 
The taſk was difficult, but love is enterpri- 
ſing, and the enamoured fair one undertook 
herſelf to ſolicit the ſanction on wh:-h the 
happineſs of her future life-depended. The 
brother was moſt likely to be gained, and 
the firſt application, therefore, was made 
to him. Having heard the anxious wiſhes 
of his ſiſter's heart, he applauded the 
wiſdom of her choice he admired the diſ- 
intereſtedneſs of her paſſion, and he offered 
the ſincereſt congratulations to his friend; 
but at the ſame time he informed them 
both of his ſerious expectation, that a be- 
coming regard from the one, and an en- 
tire obedience from the other, ſhould be 
paid to the determination of his ſather, 
whatever it might be. But that determi- 
nation blaſted all their hopes. The con- 
ſent which was ſo eaſily obtained from the 
brother, was abſolutely refuſed by the fa- 
ther; "Of the ſon, in whoſe character filial 
obedienc- 
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obedience was the predominant principle, 
exacted a promiſe from his friend, under 
the moſt ſolemn ſanction of his honour, 
that he would never more renew his ſoli- 


would, at any time, have ſacrificed his life 
to ſuch an engagement :—But his honour. 
yielded to his paſſion; and he continued 


an occaſional, but moſt ſecret intercourſe. 
with the beloved object of it. 


ce At this time the ſeverity of domeſtic 


' misfortune had forced the amiable Mi- 
randa, with her little family, to ſeek an 


aſylum in Holland. She had been the early 
aſſociate of Conflantia ; and the misfortunes 
of the one, and the late diſappointment of 
the other, heightened the renewal of thoſe 
ſentiments which they had mutually en- 
rertained at a former pcriod. In every 
thing but her love, Miranda was the con- 
fidante of her charming friend: ſhe had, 
indeed, frequently. ſolicited, with the moſt 
ſincere and heart-felt anxiety, to know the 
cauſe 
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cauſe of that melancholy which ſeemed to 

be a forerunner of deſpair, but had long 
ſolicited in vain. * At length, the ſecret 

which had been. withheld from the moſt 
earneſt entreaties of Miranda, was unex- 

pectedly communicated by the wretched - 
Conſtantia. © You have ſeen Mr. M 3 

© but interrupt me not with a recital of his 

virtues, — for know, I am pregnant by 
, him! | 


—_—* 


«© Her friend was dumb with amaze- 
ment at this alarming information; but 
her mournful aſtoniſhment was changed 
into- inexpreſſible horror, when ſhe heard' 
the reſolutions that followed it. I am 
certain,“ continued the deſpairing Con- 
ſtantia, alas! too certain that my furious 
© brother will not. be contented with a leſs 
© ſacrifice than the life of his wretched: 
© ſiſter, her unborn infant, and its unhappy 
* father: no other atonement will, accord- 
© ing to the principles of his rigid honour, 
5 wipe off infamy from a name which 1. 

C have 
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have diſpraced. Great ills muſt be ſuf- 
© fered to obviate greater evils, and 1 have 
© reſolved, with a ſpirit that no remon- 
flrance can ſhake, on tlie courſe I am to 
© purſue. I have no alternative, — there 


© is but one way left for me,—and I con- 


jure your eternal and inviolable ſecrecy, 
© when I have diſcloſed it to you. Ir is 
muy determined purpoſe to retire, imme- 


© diately, to a place which I ſhall commu- 


© nicate to no one but my friend. There 
© I ſhall live unknown, and, if poſſible, 
© unſeen and unattended. I muſt encoun- 
© ter the hour of pain alone: and if I ſhould: 
© ſurvive, which I know not how to wiſh, 
© theſe hands muſt deſtroy the innocent 


offspring of my unhappy love. If I re- 


turn, be ſecret; but ſhould. I return no- 
© more, I make it my laſt requeſt, that 
you will inform the father. of my child 
© how its mother periſhed,” 


The tears which flowed in ſtreams 
from the eyes of the devoted Conſtantia, 
8-5 | were: 
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were mingled with thoſe of her affficted 
friend, as they embraced each other, — I 
have, it is true, bound myſelf to ſecre- 
© cy, replied Miranda; but there is one 
condition which mult be fulfilled by you, 
«© or the obligation of which I have given 
an unreflecting aſſent, will be immedi- 
c ately violated by me: what I aſk of you, 
© will not be attended with difficulty, nor, 
I truſt, with pain; and if you refuſe the 
compliance I requeſt, I ſhall then think, 
* that it would be a crime of the moſt hei- 
nous nature, ſhould I heſitate to betray 
you. Promiſe me, therefore, that before 

* you lay the hands of death on the poor 
innocent babe, you will cover it with a 
© raiment, kiſs its little lips, and give it the 
* nouriſhment of your breaſt, which nature 
© will have prepared for it.“ The pro- 
miſe was ſolemnly made—it was ſealed in 
the embrace of friendſhip; and that very. 
evening, the diſpairing Conſtantia ok 
her flight, 
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« An univerſal aſtoniſhment prevailec 
among her friends on her departure Her 


family were diſtreſſed beyond expreſſion, 


and her lover was in a ſtate of grief little 
fhort of diſtraction.— The moſt diligent 
enquiries were made in vain; every re- 
ſearch proved fruitleſs; and all purſuit 


eluded.— It was not till after the painful 


expectation of ſeveral tedious months, that 
the diſconſolate Miranda heard from her 


abſent friend. —Ar length a letter arrived, 
which contained nothing more than too 


lines of invitation to a village on the confines 
of Holſtein. She knew it to be the wri- 
ting of Conſtantia, and the brevity of its 


contents made her tremble for the ſituation. 


of her friend. She did not, however, delay 
a moment in obeying the call; and tra- 
velling in all poſſible ſecrecy, ſhe arrived, 


half dead with agonizing apprehenſions, at 


the door of the little cottage to which ſhe. 
had been directed. On entering this hum- 
ble dwelling, ſhe beheld her friend pale 


and emaciated, but bearing in ker arms 


3 2 the 


„ / Cie ac 


my — — 


* 90 


IN ENGLAND, 21 


the ſmiling pledge of her unviolated pro- 
miſe. I have obeyed you, Miranda, 
half ſmiling as ſhe ſpoke; * I have com- 
* plied with the terms which you impoſed 
on me, and nature has done the reſt.” 


« Conſtantia's abſence was univerſally 
imputed to the deſpair. of diſappointed 
love; and ſuſpicion itſelf did not ſuſpect 
the real cauſe of it, Her ſecret was 
buried in the grave of Miranda's faithful 


boſom; and the unconſcious infant was 


conſigned to the maternal care of her friend. 
The fugitive, at length, returned to her 
home, and was received not only without 


reproach, but with all the kindneſs of the 


molt tender affection. But this was not 


all; Mr. M, having been called 


to England on the death of a rich relation, 
who had made him his heir, was, at this 
time come back, in the poſſeſſion of an 
ample fortune. The conſent which was 
lately refuſed, was now moſt readily grant- 
ed; and he was ſoon united to the reſcued 

object 
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object of his faithful paſſion. He ſoon 
after returned with his bride to his native 
country, where Conſtantia lived and died 
an honour to the name ſhe bore.“ 


« This is a very affecting tale, ſaid 
Don Cleofas, © and I -perceive that the 


young lady who read it, has paid the tri- 
bute of her tears to its diſtreſſes. But I 
have,” continued he, © no little curioſity 
to know the ſentiments of the governeſs on 
the ſubject.“ = 08 4 
ZI Na 

ce She ſheds no tears on the occaſion, I ; 
aſſure you,” ſaid the Demon; * her opi- 6 
nion is, that Conſtantia is a very fortu- . 
nate woman; and that female honour prin- . 
cipally conſiſts in the art of concealing 5 
every thing that may tend to impair it.— © 
But as ſhe ſees that the ſtory has made one 3 


of her pupils weep, and the other two look 
rather ſerious, ſne has deſired the third 
young lady to proceed in her part of the 
evening lecture, You will, therefore, be 
aa als lo 
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» obliging as to honour me with your fur- 
ther attention.“ 


A TaLE of other TIuxs. 


© ALTAMONT, a Knight of renown, paſ- 
ſed over many a dreary wild, and through 
many a gloomy foreſt, thinking on the loſt 
THEODORA :—At length, not knowing 
whither to go, he let the bridle fall on the 
neck of his ſteed, and folding his arms, in 
an attitude of ſullen ſorrow, he left the 
beaft that bore him to take the way he 
choſe. © There is no path, ſaid Altamont, 
in this miſerable world, that will not lead 
me to deſpair ! Having made this ſad 
cjaculation, he ſunk into a train of melan- 
choly reflections, from whence he was 
awakened by the following command of 
an inviſible power: 


Val'rous Knight, approach the gate Tu 
Sound the horn nor fear thy fate. 
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© Arouſed by the voice from his mourn- 
ful lethargy, he raiſed his eyes, and by the 
glimmering light of the moon, that peeped 
from between the clouds, he ſaw a ſtately 
caſtle juſt before him. He inſtantly ap- 
proached the entrance,, whoſe maſſy gates 
flew back -as he ſounded the horn ; and, 


having paſſed through them, a dwarf ap. 


proached with humble obeiſance, to hold 
the bridle of his horſe as he alighted*— 
when turning round, to addreſs himſelf to 
the miſhapen attendant, his ſteed ſnorted 


flames of fire, and diſappeared in a mo. 


ment, with the dwarf who held him. The 
Knight ſtopped, for a few moments, to re- 


cover from his aſtoniſhment, and then paſ- 


ſed on into a ſpacious court, ſurrounded 
with lofty pillars, whoſe tops emitted ſmall 


livid flames, which were juſt ſufficient 


to diſcover the ſkeletons clad in” armour, 
that hung below. As he gazed with re- 
newed aſtoniſhment on the fearful ſcene 
around him, the voice repeated, Ib 


T hrough yonder portals take thy way; 
Be brave, be watchful, and obey 0 


e Alta 


92 
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ce Altamont now entered the caſtle, and 
paſſing through a veſtibule lighted by 


various lamps, fixed in human ſculls, he 


aſcended a flight of ſteps, when a figure 
of miſhapen form, horrid demeanour, and 
armed with a mace of iron, prepared to op= 
poſe his paſſage. The Knight drew his 
ſword, and the combat began with mutual 
fury. Thrice the monſter lifted up his 
horrid weapon, and thrice he miſſed his. 


aim; — the fourth blow fell upon the ſhield 


of Altamont, and ſunk him down on one 


knee to the ground; when, as the furious 


ſhape was preparing to complete his ven- 
geance, the Knight recovered from his 
fall; and, with renewed agility, plunged 
his ſword in the boſom of his antagoniſt, 
who, uttering a dreadful ſhrek, vaniſhed 
into air; when there inſtantly aroſe, from 
the place where he fell, a tree of the dark - 
eſt verdure, whoſe leaves trickled down 
vos of blood. | 


« Altamont, after a ſhort pauſe, pur- 
ſued his way undiſmayed, and came to the 
Vor. III. B entrance 
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entrance of a ſpacious hall. It was hung 
with black, and faintly illuminated with 
tapers: on either fide of it were ſx gi- 
gantic ſkeletons, clad in winding ſheets, 
and each of them ſitting on the brink of a 
grave. At the end of this immenſe cham- 
ber, he beheld a kind of altar, whereon an 
human figure appeared to repoſe. The 
Knight approached, — and, with inexpreſſi- 

ble grief, beheld his Theodora locked faſt 
in the bonds of enchantment. She was warm 
with life, but inſenſible of his preſence, 
and deaf to his lamentations:—Her eyes 
were cloſed, and her limbs were mction- 
leſs; and when he ſeized her hand, to awa- 
ken her from the trance, ſhe heaved a deep 
ſigh:— the tapers were inſtantly extinguiſn- 
ed, — and all was dar kneſs. 
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4 Altamont, fatigued with his journey, 
and exhauſted in the combat, but yet more 
oppreſſed with ſorrow and diſappointment, 


laid his ſword on the altar, and reclined his 
head 
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head on the reſpiring boſom of his love,— 
when the voice again exclaimed, 


Let not ſleep your eye-lids cloſe, 


1 “ Be vigilant, —and end your woes. 
f c The Knight lifted. up his head and 
0 ſighed, —he bedewed the altar with his 


tears ;—he addreſſed the ſtars, which now 


, glimmered through the caſements, and 
x waited, with impatience for the morning. 
| The morning at length, began to dawn;— 

5 the ſun Sree above the horizon, and 


the moment its early ray beamed on the 
face of Theodora, a bell began to toll, and 
at the third ſtroke, the twelve ſkeletons 
P plunged into their graves, which cloſed 
inſtantly over them: The bell renewed 
its ſound, loud peals of thunder followed 
blue lightnings flaſhed, — che battlements 
„of the caftle fell. —Altamont ſeized his 
word, and | 


is Here, “ ſaid the Demon, ſmiling, e che 
ad young lady drops her book, as you ſee, 
* from 
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from affright, and hides her face with 
her hands, while her two ſiſters, from a 
ſimilar influence, are become as motionleſs 
as the enchanted lady on the altar. The 
governeſs forces a laugh on the occaſion ; 
but ſheis not without her imaginary alarms : 
and ſo much for that branch of inſtruction 
which is to ſtrengthen the minds of her 
pupils. However, to diſſipate the fears of 
the young people, as well as her own, {he 
will read a ſtory in her turn; and is 
now conſigning the knotting-ſhuttle to her 
work-bag, to take up the volume on the 
table before her, from whence ſhe will 
ſele& an hiſtory to her own fancy, that is 
to conclude the literary ſtudies of the 


evening.” 
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ce If her hiſtory has any enchantments 
in it,” replied Don Cleofas, “ they will 
be of a very different nature, I ſhould ima- 
gine, from thoſe which we have juſt heard : 
we are not going, I preſume, to have any 
more examples of the horrible; we ſhall 
| hear 
4 


. Hear no more, I fancy, of ſpirits and ſpec- | 
tres, and trees diſtilling blood, and « com- 
bats with monſters.“ 


«© The lady,” anſwered Aſmodeus, ** 1s 
on the moment of ſatisfying your curioſity, 
and 1 ſhall not anticipate her in the agrees 

able buſineſs.” 


The governeſi read as follows:. 
Tux Wigs oF BESsAN oN; 
A Tale of the Twelfth Century. 


A ſcholar who came to Beſangon to 
finiſh his ſtudies, conceived a violent in- 

clination for a merchant's wife in the town, 
and he endeavoured by every means he 
could deviſe, to introduce himſelf to the 
lady. At length he accompliſhed this 
_ deſirable object, and was ſo fortunate as 
to render himſelf agreeable to her: but his 
gallant aſſiduities, and the continual repe- 
B 3 tition 
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Þ! 5 | 
| | 


tition of his viſits, excited fome degree of 


| Jealouſy in the huſband, who, in order to 

l be fatisfied if there was any real cauſe of 
P þ ſuſpicion, employed his little neice, whom 
„ he had brought up in his family, for that 
i purpoſe. 
. This girl was admirably well quali- 
þ i fied for the employment aſſigned her, as 
N | ſhe was very ſhrewd, for one of her years, 
„ but more particularly as ſhe was not, in 
bl the leaſt degree, ſuſpected by the parties. 
þ One day as the ſcholar preſſed the dame, 
18 in the moſt ardent manner, to conſent to a 
i ſecret meeting, — I cannot, at preſent,” 
i " anſwered the wife, © by any means grant. 
! j your requeſt; but have a little patience— 
| : _- © it will not be Jong before my huſband 
bt © will take a journey which he now medi- 
| . * tates; and we ſhall then have frequent 
41 opportunities of ſeeing each other, which 
ö ; may be greatly fell by the means 
[ III ſhall poſſeſs of conducting you to my 
apartment, without the poſſibility of 
lit © being ſeen by any one; as my huſband, 
11 — 
Nt, 
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whenever he goes from home, if it be 
but for a day, always leaves in my pot- 
« ſeſſion the key of the garden · gate. 


ce Unfortunately for them, this conver- 
fation was overheard by the little ſpy, and 
ſhe took the earlieſt opportunity to carry 
the intelligence to her uncle; who, on be- 
ing acquainted with his wife's deſigns, re- 
ſolved to form an inſtant plan for the detec- 
tion of the lovers. He, therefore, made a 
pretence that he was obliged to take a jour- 
ney into Germany, on ſome commercial 


buſineſs, and gave notice to his wife to 


prepare every thing for his * on 
the following day. 


ce He accordingly quitted his houſe at 
an early hour in the morning, but at night 
retured to Beſangon, and haſtened to take 


his poſt at the garden-gate, being firmly 


perſuaded that the ſcholar had, in the mean 


time, received notice to repair thither. 


His conjecture was well-founded; for he 
B 4 had 
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had not remained long in that ſituation, 
before the impatient lady came and opened 


the gate; when ſhe found her huſband 


waiting, and in the perſuaſion that it was. 
her lover, embraced him, and took him 
by the hand, to lead him to her chamber. 
The good raan, that he might not be diſ- 
covered, followed in Glence, concealing his. 
face with the hood. of his cloak. 


Hut it is of all things the moſt diſfi- 


cult to deceive an artful woman. The very 


great precaution of her gallant, made her 


ſuſpect that, at leaſt, it was not the ſcholar 
who was accompanying her, and a very 


little examination convinced her that it was 
her own dearly beloved huſband: however, 


with an extraordinary preſence of mind, 


ſhe ſaid to him, as if ſhe continued to take 


him for her gallant, © How rejoiced I am, 
© my dear friend, that you have been ſo. 


© puncual to your appointment; never- 


© theleſs, I cannot enjoy the pleaſure of 


your company till the family are gone to 
* reſt; but come along with me, I will 
| Wan 


ul 


hide you in a place of ſecurity ; and as 
and conduct you to my apartment; where, 


* amply reward your patience.” 


take his wife in the ſnare that he had laid for 


returned to the garden gate where ſhe found 


0 

| ment... 

f > ” _ 3 By : 
: « After ſome careſſes, which it would be 
" unnatural for two lovers who had fo long 
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« ſoon as every thing is quiet, I will return 


©] truſt you will find a reception that will 


« Tt ſometimes happens that the aſs has 
one thing in contemplation, and the driver 
another; and that was preciſely what the 
jealous huſband experienced on the preſent 
occaſion. He was certain that he ſhould : 


her, and was himſelf caught in it. The 
cunning woman led him to a lower room, 
where ſhe requeſted him to remain in 
filence, and having locked the door, ſne 


the icholar waiting, in his turn; who, to- 
ſay the truth, met with a much better re- 
ception than ſhe had given to her huſband, . 
> Wand was. haſtily conducted to her aparts. 
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wiſhed for the preſent meeting, to deny 
each other, ſhe went down ſlairs to ſpeak 
to her ſervants. * You have ſeen,” ſaid 
ſhe, © a ſcholar come frequently to my 
© houſe, Ir is, I know not how long, that 
© I have been teazed with his ridiculous 
and importunate addreſſes ; and, till this 
moment, I have never been able to con- 
* trive any proper and effectual means to 
get rid of him. But, at length, in order 
to cure him of his diſgraceful paſſion, I 
© have been obliged to make a pretended 
© aſſignation with him in the abſence of 
my huſband. He is now actually ſhut 
© up in one of the lower chambers ;—here | 
take the key, go and chaſtiſe him as he 
© deſerves, that he may never again be 


© troubled with an inclination to ſeduce a 


© woman of character. If you perform the | 


'« buſineſs to my ſatisfaction, I promiſe that 


you ſhall have plenty of the beſt wine in 
* your maſter's cellar, to regale you on 
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« The whole family was rouſed in an 
inſtant :—Every one in the houſe, the foot- 


man, the cook, the ſcullion, the chamber- 


maids, the -little neice herſelf, with two 
nephews of the merchant, hurried away, 
and providing themſelves with canes and 
whips, ruſhed into the lower chamber, 
where the huſband was confined, and wrap- 
ping up the poor man's head in the hood 
of his cloak, to prevent him from giving 
the alarm, they belaboured him without 
mercy. The unhappy victim, after a-moſt 
fevere beating, was carried out of the houſe, 
and thrown upon a dunghill. The tri- 
umphant lady performed her promiſe, by 
treating them all, on their return with the 
beſt wine of Burgundy, and then. went 
quietly to ſupper with her gallant. 


“ As for the jealous huſband, the diſci- 
pline he had received reduced him, as may 
be ſuppoſed, to a very deplorable condi- 
tion ; and very early the next morning, he 
was brought, half dead, to his own houſe: 
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His wife was awakened by the ſervants, 
from a pleaſing dream, which had continued 
to her fancy the agreeable engagement of 


the preceding night, to be informed of the 


melancholy. accident which had befallen 
their maſter. She immediately roſe, threw: 
on her cloathes in haſte, and hurried away, 
with a well diſſembled terror in her looks, 
do enquire the cauſe of his misfortune.— 
He alſo, but from a very different motive, 
diſſembled in his turn, and told her that. 
he had been attacked on the road by rob. 
bers, and left half dead upon the ſpot. — 
Alarmed at this information, ſhe ordered a. 
medicinal beth to be immediately prepared 
for him, —attended him with the moſt aſ- 
liduous care, and, with the aſſiſtance of the 
beft medical advice, he ſoon recovered.— 
However, amongſt all his ſufferings, he 
thought himſelf extremely fortunate in 
having acquired, even at the expence of ſo 
much pain and mortification, the indubi- 


table aſſurance of his wife's virtues; and 


continued, from that time, to conduct him 
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gelf towards her with. the moſt confidential 
love and affection.” 


This is juſt ſuch a moral ſtory,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas,. as I expected; and the 
reader of it, if I may judge from the ſim- 
per on her countenance, and the manner: 
in which ſhe ſhuts the book, is firmly of 
opinion, that jealouſy in an huſband, is 
that kind of 1 impertinence which cannot be 
too ſeve: rely treated. 


e That is not,” anſwered the Demon, 
& the moſt improbable conjecture which. 
has eſcaped your Lordſhip, during the 
courſe of the evening. We have, however, 
beſtowed a ſufficient portion of it on this 
party, and I ſhall only add, that. the young 


ladies will now turn to their piano-forte;.. 


when the eldeſt will. warble a ſong in Ita- 


lian, the ſecond in French, and the young- 
eſt in Engliſh; all of which will turn upon. 
the improving ſubject of love and lovers :: 
They will then have cach a jelly for their 

{ups 
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ſuppers, and retire to their chamber; where 
they will talk over with their waiting- 
maid, the ſuperior advantages of a life of 
faſhion, the poſſibility of a woman's loſing 
her chaſtity, without lofing her reputation, 
—the awful moralities of ghoſts, goblins, 


and enchantments,—and the beſt method 
of curing jealous hufbands.— Thus are 


children of faſhion educated, whoſe fa- 


fhionable mothers entruſt the culture of 
their minds to faſhionable governeſſes.“ 


< But who is that high dreſſed lady, 
faid the Count, © who has this moment en- 


_ tered the large room on the firſt floor; and 


with a femme de chambre holding lights on 
each ſide of her, is examining her whole- 
length adjuſtments in a glaſs at the end. of | 
ns | 


3 


an- 


ce J am glad ſhe did not eſcape us, 
ſwered Aſmodeus, „ for ſhe is the mother 
of the young people above; and is juſt 
come from a three hours attendance on 
1 the 
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the ceremonies of her toilette. She will 
however proceed to pay a ſcore of vifits; 
ſhew herſelf at two or three aſſemblies; drop 
in, for half an hour, at a private concert, 
and then join a card party of her intimate 
„ friends, where ſhe will ſup, and return home 
d BY about an hour before the time when her 
re daughters uſually riſe. I am glad to find. 
- WY ſaid the Count, „that they are, at leaſt, 
taught to keep good hours.“ If the 
ſame attention replied the Demon, was 
employed to improve their minds, as 
is practiſed to preſerve their health, and 
Þ cheriſh their beauty, they would become 

ornaments to their ſex.” “ But has the 

lady,” demanded the Count, © no huſband ? 
- And have theſe children no father ?” 
fiäöðave Moſt certainly,” anſwered the De- 


mon ;” * and he is a very worthy, ami- 


”F 


able and well-bred man: But he has a 

. place at Court, and is withal a member of 
Parliament; ſo that, what with the duties 
required by his ſtation, and the duties 
claimed by his country, he, poor gentle- 
| | man, 
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- 


man, is ſo entirely occupied, as to have no if 
time whatever to attend thoſe of hiz 
family.“ 


© In the houſe. adjoining,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, © I ſee an elegant female figure 
dreſſed in a ſuperb diſhabille, lolling on a 
fofa: Before her is a table with a writing 


_ equipage on it, and a porcelain vaſe of an 


enormous ſize, which is there, I preſume, 
for ſome medicinal purpoſe.— The lady 
has the languid air of indiſpoſition, and 
has been, perhaps, preſcribed by her phy- 
ſicians, ſome ſort of local bath or embro- 
cation, which is contained in this china 
veſſel,” © I rather flatter mylelf,” an 
ſwered Aſmodeus, © that the explanation 


of this peculiar ſcene will give you a new 


aid very unſoſpected * of female 
caprice. 


5 lady 18 afflicted _ no. other 
diſorder but that to which young married 
women are naturally ſubject, Ir is be- 
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tween ſeven and eight months ſince a very 
Waccompliſhed nobleman led her to the 
altar, and ſhe is now very far advanced 
Win her firſt pregnancy. But having been 
Jaccuſtomed to be admired, and to admire 
W herſelf for her ſuperior ſhape and figure, 
W he is not only very much diſſatisfied with, 
the growing: alteration of her form, but 
alſo, from a peculiar kind of modeſty, or 
as ſome good-natured people would call 
- Wit affectation, ſhe is diſpoſed to be very 
much aſhamed of the circumſtance. To 
conceal, therefore, as much as poſſible, the 
appearance of her encreaſing circumference, 
the has employed every poſſible contrivance 
in the arrangement of her dreſs; and to turn 
the curious eyes of her viſitants from the 
ſtate of her own figure, ſhe has ordered a. 
ſtupendous tea-pot, which contains a cool-- 
ing phtiſane, to be placed on the table. 


13 | 


4e This ſingular ſcheme has hitherto had 
the defired ſucceſs; and her viſiting ac- 
quaintance are ſo engaged in contempla-- 
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ting the ſize and curioſity of this capaciousſi | 
veſſel, that her particular ſituation has hi Wi 
therto been unnoticed by them. She calis Wl 
it optical policy: but of all this fanciful 
nonſenſe, the infant which makes her a: 
mother, will entirely cure her. Her Lord,! 
from this ridiculous conduct, is full offi 
| alarms and apprehenfions that ſhe will not 
love the child when it comes into the world 
but he will find himſelf moſt agrecably Ml « 
miſtaken; ſhe will prove as fond and a1 
tender a parent as ever yearned over the 
babe at her breaft. 1 


Let me, however, at preſent, beg of 


you,” 


continued the Demon, © to caſt 


your eyes towards the upper apartment ot 
the houſe to the left of us, where an elder-|i 


wholeſome cordial, which is ſo comfortable 


to chilly ſtomachs and dejected ſpirits.” 


But, interrupted Don Cleofas, if I t 


y 
£ 
y 
ly lady is quietly taking a glaſs of that n 
7 
8 


um not greatly deceived, ſhe appears to be 


— 


pre- 
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paring herſelf for conſolation of a very 
different and more elevating nature; for, 
from the velvet cuſhion on the carpet, and 
the large book placed againſt the back of 
a chair, I ſhould imagine that the old 


lady is qualifying herſelf for the devout of- 
fering of her evening oriſons. 


6 It is even ſo,” replied the Demon; 
« and the objects of her devotions is of 
ſuch a ſingular nature, that I ſhall, without 
apology, enter into a little hiſtorical ex- 
planation of them. 


This lady, when ſhe was about ſixteen, 
was what is called a pretty, black- eyed 


girl; but ſhe has now paſſed her fiftieth 


year, and bears not any traces of her for- 
mer charms, She married at a very early 
period an honeſt, good-natured, country 
gentleman, who left her at the age of forty- 
ſix, a ſprightly widow, with every diſpoſi- 
tion to receive another huſband. 


« By 
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„By employing arts,—an account of 
which I ſhall not prolong my ſtory to 
relate, — and directing the whole artillery d 

her experience againſt a very handſome 
young gentleman in her neigbourhood, 
who, at the age of twenty-three, had ver 
ſeldom been from home, ſhe ſoon perſuade( 
him to the infinite regret of his friends 


and relations, to accompany her to thei 


altar, and take a legitimate poſſeſſion a 
her. She did not, however, like giddy, in- 
. conſiderate wives, lay aſide, after marriage, 
the attractive graces which gained a 
huſband's affections; but continued them, 
with unremitted attention, in order to pre. 


ſerve the heart ſhe had won. 


ce After having paſſed ſome time in the 


country, and expoſed her young huſband at 


every race and aſſembly in the neighbour 
hood, ſhe became anxious to ſhew herleli 
in all the pride of matrimonial happineß, 
amidſt the faſhionable ſcenes of the capital; 
to. whirl her Adonis round the wheel 0: 

3 25 | Ranelagiy, 
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Ranelagh, and exhibit him to the envy 
pf youth and beauty, in a fide-box at the 


y of play-houſe, or in the pit of the Opera. 
Oy | | 
och © This was the irreparable error of her 


ſioned it, ſhe owes the tormenting anxiety 


Wtinue to harraſs her to the concluſion of 
them. In the country ſhe could keep her 
darling ſpouſe as it were within her own 


from the attractions of elegant beauty, pre- 
ſerve him from every danger of ſeduction; 
but ſhe had been but a very ſhort time in 
London, when ſhe found his attentions leſ- 


evaporate. In his morning walk, for ſhe 
could no longer keep him forever by her ſide, 
and in his evening ramble, of which he 
would not always be deprived, — he ſaw, 
and became acquainted with forms ſo dif- 


life, and to the ſilly vanity which occa- 


that now embitters her days, and will con- 


pale,—and, while he remained at a diſtance }. 


— a5 2 — ä D— 
e 


r —— 
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ſen, his fondneſs diminiſh, and his ardour 


ferent from that which he beheld at home, 
as to fill his mind with diſguſt at the ſight. 
| = 
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8 of his antiquated wife, and of courſe, to 
render her importunate careſſes at once ©: 


| irkſome and nauſeating. 7 V 
e 
ce This natural change in his conduct, Me. 
| i 


did not, as we may ſuppoſe improve the 

| comfort of his domeſtic life: on the con- 
| trary, tears, reproaches and bitter bewail. | 

ings, ſeemed to threaten the very exiſtence 

of it. Finding, however, that all this me- 

lancholy buſineſs would not ſucceed, ſhe 

determined to play the coquette, and call 


in jealouſy to aid her endeavours to re- he 
ſtore thoſe affections which were ſpeeding EC 
haſtily from her. But this ſtroke of poli- 
cy did not ſucceed ; for jealouſy would MI? 
not come at her call ;—and the careleſs th 
huſband was well pleaſed to leave his diſ- 
appointed wife in a /e d tete with a young | 
half-pay officer, whom ſhe appeared to en- 
tertain with a very diſtinguiſned partiality, al 
in order to go in ſearch of company which th 
he found far more attractive. N 
1 e 


ce This 


to 
e 
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e This plan proving unſucceſsful, was 
allowed by a determination to employ her 
vhole attentions on the renewal of a ſhat- 
ered form, and the reſtoration of a wrink- 
ed viſage. For this purpoſe, her toilette 
was covered with all the various lotions 
yhich promiſe to age the bloom of youth: 

he purchaſed hair compoſed her ringlets, 

artificial teeth repaired the ruins of her 
mouth, —cork hips and pads were con- 
trived to give a ſeeming roundneſs to her 


Wkinny ſhape, — the plumes waved on her 


head, - the tranſparent gauze half diſplay- 
ed a whitened boſom, — the whole art of 
millinery was employed in external deco- 
ration, and ſhe breathed all the ardours of 
the perfumer's ſhop. 


85 The hour of aſſured victory drew nigh, 
and ſhe, at length, preſented herſelf in 
all her glory, to her expecting huſband, at 
the moment of his return from an ap- 
pointed viſit to a little milk. maid in a gar- 
ret, who had no other beauties but thoſe 


of 


if 
| 
! 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 


| 


means and faculties of enjoying the plea- 
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nature. Diſappointment, however, too ol 
ten treads on the heels of hope; and ſhe 
was received not with the ardour of ava. 
kened paſſion, but with all the chilling 
aukwardneſs of ſurpriſe and amazement. 


ee At length, deprived of every human 
means of comfort, like the reſt of man- 
kind, when all earthly hopes fail, ſhe de 
termined to make her appeal to Heaven, 
She therefore immediately ordered the 
large velvet cuſhion, on which ſhe is noy 
kneeling, enriched it with all the ſplendour 
of fringe and taſſels, bought a new mag. 
nificent bible, — furniſhed herſelf with every 


manual form of prayer, and ſhe now daily 


paſſes ſome of the many leiſure hours her 
faithleſs huſband leaves herto herſelf, in ad- 
dreſſing Heaven to reform his affections to 
her ardent wiſhes: but ſhe has not yet re- 
flected that the æra of miracles is paſt, and 
that nothing but a ſupernatural interference 
can force a young man, poſſeſſing all the 


ſures 
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ſures of youth which continually tempt him, 
to aſſume even the complailant appearance 
of being ſatisfied with the imperfect rap- 
tures of age and deformity. 


ce This,” continued the Demon, is the 
folly of devotion ;—I ſhall now proceed to 
ſhew you ſomething like the blaſphemy of 


de. it. Give your attention, if you pleaſe, to 
en, what is paſſing in that large houſe to the 
the right, whoſe principal apartment blazes 


with noon-tide ſplendour, and tell me what 
appears to be going forward there; for I 


g-. N very much queſtion whether you will truſt 
ery your ſenſes. at the fight of fuch an extra- 
ily ordinary ſpectacle. If my eyes do 


not deceive me, replied Don Cleofas, 
or your worſhip has not thought pro- 
der to amuſe me with an illuſion, I per- 
eive a kind of ſtate· couch, on which re- 
poſes a white cat, adorned with lace and 
diamonds, with a litter of her young ones 
robed in ſattin. A large company is alſo 
a- You, III. GC  aflembled 
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aſſembled in the apartment, as it appears, 
for the ceremony of ſome { plendid te of 
CN I” 


he aſſured, my good friend,“ replied 
Aſmodeus, there is no deception what- 
ever. You behold a miſerable reality, that 
is ſhocking to human nature, and is the 
unnatural work of a female being who is 
to — it. 


« She is a woman of rank and immenſ 
fortune, who has lately danced on the 
grave of one of the beſt huſbands, and moſ 
accompliſhed noblemen in this countij, 
whoſe days her enormities cut ſhort ; and 
ſhe now prefers the animals you ſee { 
highly diſtinguiſhed, to the children which 
he left behind hin 


whe A Seu cat has lately become 
mother, and the ſame ceremonies wait up- 
on the circumſtance, as if Grimalkin wa 
a rational being of the firſt merits and dil 
tintion, The ſplendid couch is prepared 
expreſs 


the 
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expreſsly for the occaſion, — the creature is 
decorated with all the ſuperb jewels of the 
family: —the young ones are arrayed in 
more coſtly habits. than this deſpicable wo- 
an ever allowed to her own children ;—a 
moſt elegant ſupper, with muſic, is prepa- 
ring, and a dance will cloſe the feſtival. 
The gueſts, indeed, as may well be ſuppo- 
ſed, are not perſons of her own rank, but 
her principal tradeſmen and their families: 
who, to preſerve the favour of ſuch a weal- 
thy cuſtomer, ſubmit to be preſent at the 
ſhocking ceremonials that ſhe is now pre- 
paring;—for to complete the abominable 
buſineſs, the new-born kittens will all- be 
baptiſed, in ſtrict conformity to the rites 
of the eſtabliſhed church of this country; 
except that ſhe will be under the mortify- 
ing neceſſity of employing her butler to 
read the ſervice, inſtead of a clergyman. 


« If you will take the trouble to throw 

a glance towards the ſtair- caſe, you will 
there ſce a little boy drowned in tears, and 
„ ſobbing 
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ſobbing with diſtreſs. He is her eldeſt 
ſon, the poſſeſſor of his father's titles, and 
the heir of her fortunes, who 1s diſcarded 
from her preſence, to the pity of the fer- 
vants; and is wiſhing moſt devoutly that 
he were a cat; for then, he thinks, his 
mother would loye him.” 


% could almoſt believe,” replied the 
Count, © that this woman is one of the 
worſt of your confraternity, who has aſſu- 
med the female form of human nature, to 
perpetrate ſome peculiar miſchief.” 


« By no means,” anſwered the Demon; 
« ſuch characters are the worſt calculated 
of any to forward the end of our miſſions. 
When vice is practiſed to ſuch an exceſs, 
and with ſimilar audacity, it operates as 2 
powerful antidote, an of a ſeducing 
e 


« But I have negleGted, added Aſmo- 


deus, © to point out to you the miſtreſs of 
| all 


oo, | on, 


— * 
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all this moſt precious buſineſs,” I will 


moſt readily'excuſe you that office,” an- 
human beings, and not monſters.” 


ce] cannot diſapprove,” ſaid the Demon, 
ec humanly ſpeaking, of the abhorrent in- 


to convert it into a more pleaſing ſenti- 
ment, I ſhall introduce you to a ſcene that 
ennobles the human character, and 1s now 
concluding in the ſmall houſe almoſt oppo- 
ſite to us, which I had hitherto paſſed by, 
in order that I might direct your atten- 
tion thither at the moment a buſineſs ſo 
worthy your regard was tranſacting 1 in it. 


« I perceive,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © as I 
ſuppoſe, a family afſembly ; and from the 
variety of parchments which I ſee on the 
table, I may not be very much out of my 
conjectures if I preſume that a matrimo- 
Aial contract is completing there, under 


82 | the 


* 


of 


fwered the Count; © I wiſh you to ſhew me 


dignation that occupies your mind; but 


- r 
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the influence of the beſt and nobleſt paſ. 
lions of the human breaſt.” * 


« bey are all, i is true” replied Af. 
modeus, concerned in the buſineſs, 
though it is not immediately calculated to 
end in a eg ten is briefly as fol- 
TJows ;— 


« The gentleman at the upper-end of 
the table, has been for ſome years paſt a 
governor in the Eaſt Indies, and 1s returned 
with a large fortune, which is one among 
the very few that have been gained in a 
country of plunder and oppreſſion, without 
reproach. —He has not been arrived many 
days, and before he has provided an houſe, a 
carriage, or almoſt a ſervant, has beſtowed 
on all his near relations an ample indepen- 
dence. Having done this to-day for them, 
to-morrow he will begin to think of him- 
ſelf.— The lady who firs near him is 
his mother,—the reſt are his brothers and 
their children.” © Indeed,” exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, 
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Cleofas, if there is any thing in this world 


that can elevate envy into a virtue, it is 
ſuch an act, and ſuch an aſſembly as this. 


« ] muſt now,” ſaid the Demon, © re- 


queſt your Lordſhip to accompany me in 


paſſing the roof behind us, when we ſhall 
I find ourſelves commodiouſly ſituated to 
make our obſervations on what is going 


forward in the next ſtreet.” 


This arrangement was inſtantly accom- - 


pliſhed; and the firſt obje& which enga- 
ged the notice of Don Cleofas, was a lady 


dreſſed in black, who was ſurrounded by 
ſeveral grave perſons of both ſexes, with 
books in their hands, and engaged in ſing- 
ing, while a little blind girl accompanied 


9 


them on an organ. © There appears, 


faid the Count, in the room immediately 


before us, to be ſomething of a Concerto 
Spirituale, which, however, I do not very 
well comprehend,” 


C 4 ch 
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elt is, as you conjecture,” replied Af. 
modeus, a meeting of devotion, and is 
held at the houſe of a woman of fortune 
who is a warm protectreſs of a religious 
ſect known by the name of Methodiſts ;— 
and while the party are finging their hymns, 
I will accompany them with a hiſtory of 
the 228 


06 She i is a rich PREY and poſſeſſe no 
ſmall remains of that beauty which was 
very triumphant in its vernal day. At a 
faſhionable boarding-ſchool ſhe imbibed a 
taſte for novel reading, which has, more 
or leſs, governed the ſubſequent courſe of her 
ite. From that boarding-ſchool, thanks 
to the influence of a circulating- library, 
ſhe ran away with an handſome young ot- 
ficer of ſmall fortune, and lived with him 
for almoſt two years upon love in a cot- 
tage. She bore up againft the dulneſs of 


retirement with ſome degree of reſolution, 


and reſted what happineſs ſhe could connect 
with her fituation, not on the feelings of 
her 


— — 
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ter heart, but on the different pictures 
that noveliſts had given of love and ſoli- 


tude. 


« Her deareſt Henry was as little con- 
tented with his ſituation as herſelf; —he 
had long been tirefl of tracing true-lover's 
knots in ſnow, during the winter, and 
crowning his Myrtilla's hair with chaplets 
of wild flowers, during the fairer ſeaſons of 
the year: and as the relations of his wife 
were inflexible, and ſhe wanted three years 
of legal maturity, he was determined to 
leave her to the care of an old aunt, and 
take a reviving peep into the world at 
large. But the unexpected death of an 
elder brother fortunately put an end to this 
plan of operations, and his conſequent ſuc- 
ceſſion to a good eſtate, reconciled his wife's 
relations to their marriage, and furniſhed 
all the means of making that figure in the 
world, which was ſo ſuited to the diſpoſi- 
tions of them both. SR 3 
7 1 . „ The, 


58 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


* and ceaſe to weep. We have fact: 
50 ficed ſufficiently to ms 5 let w 


ee The hurry of pleaſure, and the novel. 
ty of faſhionable life, took her, at once, 


from her favourite ſtudies; and, except 
while her hair was dreſſing, ſhe ſeldom Wil 
looked into a book. But a. life of pleaſure Wil © 
is a life of expence, and Henry's fortune il © 
ſunk beneath the demands which elegant Wil © 
diſſipation made upon it. He, however, i 
poſſeſſed the reſolution to retire in time 
to his country reſidence, in order to purſue n 
a plan of ceconomy, which promiſed, ina l 

very few years, to re- eſtabliſſ his affairs. 
« Myrtilta, amidit the pleaſures of the 


capital; had conceived an abſolute horror h 
at every idea of ſequeſtered life, and heavedil l 
a bitter ſigh, and ſhed a flood of tears, a/ 
her coach drove from the door of an ele- al 
gant iran, which ſhe was to inbabit]ll '* 
NO more.” | 


998 Dry your tears, my love,“ ſaid Henry, 
e1 
wi 


nos 


L 
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© now pay our adorations to reaſon. I ſhall 
© amuſe myſelf in the cultivation and the 
© improvement of my eſtate, and you muſt 
« employ your time in the inſtruction of 
«your mind. London has known you as 
a beauty; and, on your return, it ſhall 
afford you equal admiration. as a woman 
of ſuperior underſtanding,.% Amid all 
her afflictions ſhe was flattered at this idea; 
and on her arrival in the country, prepared 
herſelf tor ſtudious employments. 


 « She began her ſtudies with Clelia, Caſ- 


fandra, and the elder romances; purſued 
her courſe along the fairy ground of ſenti- 
ment, ſo beautifully diſpoſed by Richard- 
ſon; and continued her literary route thro? 

all the various paths in which his. miſerable 
imitators ſeduce the incautious mind to- 
* itſelf. 


« Her brain being thus ſtored with every. 
tender and heroic ſentiment, and adorned. 
with all the high-wrought pictures of happy 
5 ce. on 
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or wretched life, ſhe took the lead in the 
converſations of her neighbourhood, kept 
ſquires in order, and made vicars filent 
by her powerful elocution. Enamoured 
of that genius which could work ſuch won. 
ders in the country, ſhe began to languiſh 
for the moment when ſhe could unvell 
her talents to the aſſemblies of the capital, 
and turn theenvy which had been formerly 
levelled at the beauty of her perſon, to the 
| ſuperior powers and brilltance of her mind, 


& At this period her huſband was at:. 
tacked with a fever, caught by frequently 
_ viſiting a fick tenant, which in a few days 
configned' him to the tomb; and ſhe was 
left a widow with a large Jointure, and 
witt.out reſtraint. 


5 


As ſcon, therefore, as the dirges 
due and fad array of her dear Henry 
would admit, ſhe ſet off for London, and 
engaged in thoſe ſocieties which afforded 
her an opportunity of entering on the ca- 

1 5 reer 
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reer of her ambition. But among men of 
ſcience, and women of the world, her high- 
flown rhapſodies gained no credit; and with 
every prepoſſeſſion in her own favour, ſhe 
could not but perceive that ſhe was an ob- 
ject of ridicule inſtead of applauſe, 


«« Thus, though her ardour of becoming 


conſpicuous was ſeverely checked, it was 


J 
e by no means ſuppreſſed; and obſerving 
. chat many perſons, whoſe underſtandings 


ſhe held to be very inferior to her own, 
made no inconſiderable figure by boldly 
F attacking. common opinions, and haran- 
guing againſtreligion itſelf, under the guiſe 
of deſtroying vulgar prejudices, ſhe was de- 
termined to. commence unbeliever; and had 
already begun to read ſome of the moſt fa- 
ſhionable deiſtical writers; when, in diſpu- 
ting with an artful methodiſt clergyman, he 
ſo contrived to work upon her vanity and 
animate her ſenſibility, that her ſuperſtruc- 
ture of infidelity was at once deſtroyed, and 
ſhe is now become a boaſted diſciple of 
| the 


8 
18 
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the tabernacle. Her fortune gives her 
there the moſt flattering conſequence ; her 
_ enthuſiaſm 1s alſo warmed by the moſt ele. 
vated objects; and the idea of being ca. 
noniſed as a Saint, makes her ample 
amends for having been deſpiſed as a Wit.” 


« This is, J preſume, a religious quar- 
ter of the town,” ſaid Don Cleofas ; * for 
in the very next houſe there is a tele- d- ile, 
vhich ſeems alſo to be of a devotional ten- 
dency: For the gentleman whom I fe 
engaged in reading to a lady, appears, by 
bis habit, to be an eccleſiaſtic ; and, from 
the gravity of her appearance, I ſhould 
ſuppoſe that ſhe is giving her attention to 
bw dimmer on e Ou of a pious na- 
ture.“ 


„ You are perfectly right,” anſwered 

Aſmodeus; and the occaſion of this lec- 

ture will furniſh you with a very ridicu- 
lous example of profeſſional vanity. 


« You 


er 
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ec You muſt know then, that this good 
lady is very lately recovered from a ſevere 
illneſs, which her phyfician, who is of the 
firſt eminence, pronounced to be irrecover- | 
able; and this excellent clergyman, who 
is 2 famous, popular preachet, in order 
to afford the laſt proof of gratitude to his 
patroneſs, had prepared a fermon full of 
eloquence and eulogium, to grace her fu- 
neral. But nature contrived, ſomehow or 
other, to difappoint the expectations both 


of the medical and theological doctor; and 


the lady's recovery rendered uſeleſs this 
laboured ff * of poſthumous adula a- 


tion. 


ce The anxious divine, however, who is 
too proud of his favourite compoſition to 
let it remain entirely unknown, has waited 
upon the lady who. is the ſubject of it, to 
inform her of its hiſtory, and to requeſt the 
favour, ſince ſhe is alive, to hear all the fine 
things he intended to have ſaid of her in 
caſe the had been dead. Curioſity has in- 
_ duced 
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duced her to yield to his importunity; and 


you may diſcover, by the occaſional ſimper 
on her countenance, what ſhe thinks of the 
ſolemn flattery of the diſcourſe, and the 
filly vanity of the author of it. When he 
has finiſhed the buſineſs, he will deſire her 
acceptance of it; and, as ſoon as he has 
taken his tea, and taken his leave, this 
pompous oration, which was intended to 
conſign her ſo honourably to the tomb, 
will, in return, be complimented with a 
Roman funeral; — for ſhe will inſtantly 
throw it into the fire. 


& Tn the houſe to the right,” continued 


the Demon, © there is another zee d leie 


for your. Lordſhip's obſervation. Thoſe 
good people, however, have nothing to do 
with ſermons or manuals of ſpiritual devo- 


tion their ſtudy is confined to that deſ- 


cription of hieroglyphics which are exhi- 
bited in a pack of cards. —It is a gentle- 
man and his lady, who are, this evening, 


engaged in an aſſembly, and are Preparing 
them- 
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eme vrs by the practice of a few ſecret 

manceuvres, to make the party a matter 
of profit as well as pleaſure, The hiſtory 
of theſe people will not prove unentertain- 
ing, and I ſhall therefore requeſt you to 
favour 1t with your attention. 


« Mrs. B is of a reſpectable fa- 
mily, had a gentee! fortune, and was mar- 
ried at an early age to an amiable man, 
vho had a very profitable place in one of 
the public offices, with the income of which 


they might ſupport themſelves not only in 


real comfort, but moderate elegance, did 


not the love of cards abſorb all other ob- 


jects, and not only induce her to. riſque 
ſums which her fituation will not admit of 
loſing, but render her wholly inattentive to 
that economy, without which wealth it» 
ſelf muſt melt away. Her huſband, who 


was not originally fond of card-table di- 


verſions, to preſerve peace, and render his 
life quiet, has brought himſelf not only to 


the 1 of play, but alſo to a Pan 
anxiety , 
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anxiety for the gains of it; and his leifur 
hours, which uſed to be taken up in lite 
rary amuſements, are now wholly devote 
to the demon of garabling. 


© This infatuated woman employs al 
the thoughts of the morning upon the par 
ty to which ſhe is engaged in the evening 
I that is fixed, ſhe is happy; if it is doubt 
ful, ſhe is anxious; but if it cannot h 
any means be arranged, ſhe is miſerable 
fractious, and intolerable; ſo that her hu. 
band, when the unſucceſsful run of a f 
nights has reduced their finances, and 1 
few days ſeceſſion from play would hain 
been very convenient to his exchequer, - 
has oftentimes fent ſome of his plate 1 
a pawn-broker, in order to raiſe the necel- 
ſary ſupply, rather than ſuffer the ill - hu. 
mour, violence, and cruel repoaches with 
which he never fails to be haraſſed, when 
the evening paſſes away without her fir 
vourite amuſement. 


6 It 
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7 I, may indeed be obſerved, that in 
the buſineſs of gaming there is a time to 


loſs, they muſt alſo be ſometimes enriched 
by gain, This frequently happens to 
them ; and if the gains were wiſely applied 
to ſupply what may have been loft, - the 
inconvenience ariſing from the card-table 
might not, at the year's end, be of any 
material conſequence: but this woman, 


when ſhe wins, indulges herſelf in every 
extravagance; and when ſhe loſes, intrudes 


upon the fund that ought to ſupport her fa» 


Emily, to ſupply her wants; fo that unleſs 


fortune is very favourable indeed, ſhe will, 
in the end, bring down ruin on herfelf and 
her huſband. It is an happy circumſtance 
that ſhe has no children, or they might be 
ſacrificed to the ruling paſſion of their 
infatuated mother. 


But the mere loſs of money which 
may be diſſipated at play, though 2 
. very 
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very conſiderable evil, does not form th 
worſt part of the buſineſs: Mrs. B 
is ſuffering conſequences of a more alarm. 
ing nature; for every amiable diſpofitio 
ſhe once poſſeſſed is departing from hen 
and her perſonal charms are fading apac 
into premature deformity. The agitation 
of play have affected her mind, her man 
ners and her beauty; it is indeed im. 
poſſible for them to reſiſt the continul 
fervour of her ſpirits. If ſhe loſes, ſhe y 
ſleepleſs with vexation; if ſhe wins, the 
emotions of joy keep her awake; and hal 
the day is paſſed in that fleep which the 
anxious vigils of the night have baniſhed 
from her eye-lids. 


DC 


e Another inconvenience, and of a nt 
ture equally injurious and diſgraceful, 
which. reſults from this paſſion, is the pro- 
miſcuous company that frequents her houk 
to aſſiſt in the indulging of it; for s 
a love of card amuſements, and a purl: 
equal to their demands, are the principi 

quy 
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ualifications ſhe requires in her ſociety, 
very motley troop of figures may be ſup- 
poſed to adorn it. Indeed, many of her 
Woſt reſpectable friends have ceaſed to ex- 
poſe themſelves to the mortification of be- 
ng treated with neglect on account of 
heir indiſpoſition to the card-table, and 
requent his houſe no more. They had 
ong found themſelves treated with cool- 
eſs, while ill-bred, infolent, and well-dreſ- 
ed characters were received with open 


arms, and favoured with the moſt cordial 


trentions, if they did but diſcover a rea- 


dineſs to form thoſe parties which produce 


he miſerable happineſs of her life. 


« In ſhort, whoever or whatever will 


ontribute to her favourite amuſement, iS 
ot only preferred to the man of virtue, 
he woman of elegance, or the friend, but 
is permitted to indulge in familiarity, or 
practiſe inſolence with patient ſubmiſſion. 


in old gentleman, who is her near rela- 


tion, and intended to have left her his 


whole 
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whole fortune, has given her up for ever, 
from the rudeneſs with which he was treated 
by her, in order to offer her adulations 
to a man who had neither character, con. 
ſequence or manners, but whoſe money ſhe 
hoped to win, 


© Another circumſtance is yet behind, 
which forebodes conſequences of a ſtil 
more unpleaſant nature. When impelled 
by temporary diftreſs, or the fear of loſing 
when they had nothing to pay, this 
wretched woman has perſuaded her com- 
plying huſband to conſent to the previous 
arrangement of ſigns and tokens, by which 
they many inſure ſucceſs. This buſineſs 
has been carried on for a conſiderable time, 
very much to their advantage; but ſome 
have diſcovered the ſignals, and other be- 
gin to ſuſpect that they practiſe theſe arts 
which degrade them to the level of com- 
mon pick-pockets. The conſequences that 
may follow are of an alarming nature ; but 
the love of play, when indulged to excels, 
is 


5 
5 incorrigible; it deadens the feelings of 
umanity,—abſorbs every idea of juſtice, 
and ends in a total annihilation of every 
irtuous principle. 
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« This miſerable woman began by be- 
ing a dupe, and ſhe is on the point of con- 
cluding with all the qualities of a ſharper. 
In a very ſhort time, ſhe will want nothing 
but a beak, talons and plumage, to be- 
come a bird of prey 


« This felt. lame gambling,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, te 1s, I believe, a moſt delicious 
vice for promoting the intereſts of your 
con- fraternity.“ I am moft ready to 
acknowledge,” anſwered the Demon, 
« that it is a very principal ſupport of our 
conſtitution, and encreaſes the population 
of our country more than the aggregate 
influence of all the other vices of the hu- 
man calendar. But this is not a time for 
moralizing, and I ſhall recommend you 
to defer that agreeable buſineſs to a future 
period, 
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period, when you may have leiſure to u. 
fect on the various ſcenes which it is m 
preſent office to diſcover to you. And, in 
order to continue the courſe of them, yay 
muſt transfer your attention to the houſe 
whoſe upper windows are adorned with 
pots of flowering ſhrubs. It is a lodging. 
houſe ; and we will begin with the upper 
ſtory, where you may ſee an elegant young 
_ clergyman, who is juſt entering the room | 
as ſmart as the canon law will ſuffer him, 
He is juſt returned from dining with a ns 
bleman who is his patron, and is haſten- 
ing to undreſs himſelf, to pay a viſit tot 
little harlot, with whom he made an ailigns 
tion this morning in Kenſington-gardens ll - 
He has, however, the merit of decency in 
the buſineſs; for you will ſhortly ſee a 

complete a transformation in his apartment, 

as you ever {aw on the theatre. The ſable Will « 
ſuit will be covered with a long riding- if c 
coat, —his ſilk ſtockings will be loſt in . 
boots, —his cane will de changed into 1 


whip, ll «: 


3 
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whip, and his fine beaver into a round 
hat. 5 


= The metamorphoſis is already ſo 


complete, ſaid Don Cleofas, that his 


father, were he to meet him, would not 


know his ſon: but now he has covered 


his well-dreſſed head with a brown wig, I 
really doubt, were he to look into the 
glaſs, whether he would know himſelf. — 
Among his other qualifications,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, he is a good hiſtorian, and re- 
members that ſome of the moſt diſt inguiſh- 


ed perſons among the Romans, when they 
wiſhed to enjoy any little ſcheme incognito, 


always applied to the diſguiſing aid of a 
periwig. 


% However,” continued the Demon, 
* as his reverence has ſallied forth from his 
chamber, you will be ſo kind as to let your 
eyes deſcend to the apartment beneath it.” 
I ſee a lady there,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
* toall appearance very buſily engaged in 
Vor, III. D Vri- 
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writing.” © And it is,“ interrupted As. 


modeus, on a ſubject of ſingular impor- 
tance, 


ee That amiable perſon is one of the 
peeviſh claſs of animals called old maids: 
ſhe is now near forty, and lived with her 
father till he died, which was about three 
months ago. Though of a pretty perſon, 
and heireſs to a very genteel fortune, ſhe 
has preſerved to ſuch an advanced period, the 


boaſted ſtate of virgin glory. From the 


age of ſixteen ſhe has always profeſſed a 
moſt violent averſion to the other ſex.— 
There was nothing in the world ſhe hated 
£ ſo much as the men; they were the moſt 
- © odious things in the creation; nothing 
© but deceit, falſehood, vice, and every 
© thing that is bad, was to be found among 
E them.'—Such were her conſtant declara- 


tions for upwards of twenty years, and they 
really; prevented her from being well mar- 


ed, again and again: for ſome fooliſh 
men believed her to be ſincere in theſe 
| agree- 


en 
{y 
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agreeable opinions, and of courſe turned 
away from her; while others, who were 
better acquainted with the female heart, 
conſidered a woman who was thus always 
railing againſt the men, to be the moſt 

likely of all others to play a flippery trick 
with the firſt that came conveniently in her 

way. So that many of theſe horrid crea- 
tures uſed to ſmile whenever ſhe repeated 
her favourite declaration, that as ſoon as 
| her father died, ſhe would retire into the 
country, and ſee no more of them. Her 
father, as I have already told you, is now 

dead, and the antiquated virgin is atually 
preparing to execute her reſolution, by 
retiring into the country but it will be 
with John, her handſome young footman, 
to whom ſhe is now writing a letter, which 
will offer the propoſal to him. 


“ The lady on the ground- floor, con- 
tinued the Demon, © is of a very differ- 
ent diſpoſition.” „ So I perceive,” ane 
ivered Don Cleofas; © ſhe is not ſuch a 

D 2 fool 
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fool as to be always railing againſt the men, 
in public, and always longing for one of 
them in private. Though ſhe appears, 
alſo, to be a little advanced in lite, there 
is ſomething or other about her, but whe⸗ 
ther perſonal charms or perſonal property, 
I do not pretend to determine, that calls 
forth the moſt attentive aſſiduities of the 
gentleman who 1 is now paying his court to 
her.” 


ec Ah, my good friend,” replied Aſino- 
deus, © your conjecture, though rather 
poſitively delivered, does not poſſeſs a ſolid 
foundation. Neither love, marriage, nor 
amorous intrigue, have any thing to do in 
the buſineſs, I aſſure you. This lady is the 
patient of her viſitor, who is a doctor.— 
She is the wife of a country ſquire, and 
having, for ſome time paſt, taken it into 
her head to fancy herſelf very ill, her huſ- 
band, whoſe life was rendered unhappy by 
her complaints, has diſpatched her to town, 
in order to conſult the London phyſici- 
ans. 
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ans. On her arrival here, ſne ſent for one 

of the moſt eminent of them; who, after 
ſeveral viſits, was fo imprudent as to tell 
her, that if ſhe had any diſorder, he did 
not poſſeſs ſufficient ſagacity to diſcover it ; 
but that it was his firm belief, ſhe had no 
diſorder at all; and adviſed her, if ſhe 
wiſhed to continue in her preſent excellent 
ſtate of health, to quit London without 
delay, and return to the air and exerciſe of 
the country. Convinced of his ignorance, 
and offended at his impertinence, ſhe pre- 
ſented him with a farewell fee, and imme- 
diately diſpatched her ſervant for a Quack, 
whoſe advertiſement ſhe had feen that very 
morning in the newſpapers. | 


«This ſcientific practitioner no ſooner 
ſaw his patient, than, with a ſuperiority of 
penetration which the regular diſciple of 
the college was ſo unfortunate as not to 
poſſeſs, he diſcovered, at a glance, a great 
variety of diſorders, and accompanied his 
dilcovery with a poſitive promiſe that they 
7 D 3 ſhould 
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_ ſhould all be very ſhortly removed. —T his 

artful fellow ſees her foible, and flatters it; 

gives her a few nauſeous drugs, that can do 

her no harm, tells her the chit- chat of the 

town, amuſes her every evening at her tea- 
table with nonſenſe and ſcandal, and re- 

ceives a very handſome fee for his pains; 
while ſhe miſtakes the cunning of his con- 
duct for a ſuperior ſkill in his profeſſion, 
which he will continue to exerciſe till he 
ſuſpects her purſe to be almoſt emptied: 
he will then diſmiſs her to the country, 
in as good a flate of health as when ſhe left 
it.” © And which, conſidering his pro- 
feſſion, ſaid Don Cleofas, is ſaying a 
great deal in his favour. Bur 1s it not 
aſtoniſhing, that in this enlightened nation, 
empiriciſm ſhould not only get bread, 

but wealth?” | 


1 <If there were not fools in all coun- 
tries,” anſwered Aſmodeus, how could 
the knaves in them contrive to live? But 


yu” ſhould reflect, at the ſame time, that 
though 
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though quackery is always contemptible, 
the profeſſors of it are n. amu- 


ſing· 


I muſt now, however,” continued 
Aſmodeus, © entreat you to condeſcend ſo 
far as to look into the kitchen apartment, 
where you will ſee the maſter and miſtreſs 
chatting over a comfortable diſh of tea, 
Their deſcent to the baſement ſtory, is a 
mark of their proſperity, for then all their 
lodgings are let : but you will, and with 
ſome reaſon, think it is a very great diſ- 
grace to the government of this country, 
that a brave officer, who has bled: for it, 
ſhould be reduced to connect proſperity 
with a circumſtance that degrades him.— 
During the laſt war he performed wonders 
in the ſhip of which he was firſt teutenant ; 
but the honours he acquired were borne 
away from him by his captain, who was 
immediately advanced for the very ſervice 
which was performed by this neglect- 


ed officer. Several years ago, he mar- 


24 ried 
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ried the daughter of a clergyman, who had 
been formerly his ſchoolmaſter, and had 
left her in great diſtreſs ; and having got a 
tew hundred pounds prize-money, they fur. 
niſhed the houſe in which you now le 
them; and by letting it out in lodgings, 
they are enabled, with the pittance of hiz 
half-pay, to live with decency, and above 
want,—Thcſe good people have a ſon, a 
very promiſing boy, whom they have de- 
termined to put out as an apprentice to 
a coachmaker, in which trade induſtry and 
perſeverance will get him a fortune,— 
inſtead of breeding him up in his father's 
profeſſion, where the greateſt merit gene- 
rally paſſes without reward, if it cannot 
procure the favour of ſome powerful pa- 
. tron to protect and advance it.“ 


«© This is a melancholy conſideration,” 
' ſaid Don Cleofas ; © I am, however, called 
from the humane ſympathy it occaſions, by 
a very lovely woman in the adjoining 
houſe, who is ſurrounded with all the dit- 
| ferent 
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ſerent purveyors of female elegance. 
What may be the particular occaſion of 
all this buſtle of milliners, mantua-makers, 
and perfumers, remains for you to explain, 
or I do not at all underſtand either the 


reaſon or the folly of ig.” 


« She is a country lady,” anſwered Aſ- 
modeus, “ and within a very ſhort time, was 
as amiable as ſhe is handſome; but a me- 
tamorphoſis, as ſudden, and almoſt as 
{range as any you have read in Ovid, has 
taken place in every faculty of her mind,— 
Her whole nature has undergone a very 
lingular change, and her diſpoſitions have 
taken a turn that will poiſon her happineſs; 
and if her huſband does not exert a de- 
gree of reſolution, which men cannot always 
call forth when the pleaſure of a beloved 
obſect is in queſtion, ſne will N him. 
to inevitable ruin- 


«She 1s tlie wife of a country gentleman, 


of conliderable fortune, in a diſtant county; 
3 5 and 
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and about ſix weeks ſince accompanied 
him to town, on buſineſs which required 
his perſonal attendance. He loves her al. 
moſt to idolatry, and ſhe, till this jour. 
ney, conducted herfelf in ſuch a manner ag 
to deſerve his ardent affection, and to en- 
fure, if poſſible, an encreaſe of it. 


4 On her arrival in town, ſhe contented 

herſelf with common amuſements, and 
thought not of any thing more than the 
neceſſary expences of the capital: ſhe was 
fearful of launching. into any extrava- 
gance, and looked back, from time ty 
time, with a wiſhful anxiety, to the rural 
beauties and tranquil comfſorts of her own 
home. But ſhe was ſeized, as it were, in 
a moment, with the contagion of faſnhion.— 
elated by the eonſciouſneſs of dignity, and 
hurried into all the folly, aſſectation, and 
expence of modiſh life. 


journey to town, was a moderate quantity 
8 y 
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of new cloaths, —ſome- little faſhionable 
decorations, —a few trifling preſents for 
her country friends, —and the new painting 
of the poſt=chaiſe,—But how are theſe 
moderate intentions of prudence and good 
ſenſe perverted !—Her apartment is filled, 
as you ſee, from morning till night, with 
mercers, mantua-makers, and milliners :— 
ſhe has hired a French maid,—ordered a 
new poſt-coach,—given directions for ele- 
| gant liveries, —and has ſent an expreſs 
command into the country to have the fa- 
mily pew in the pariſh church fitted up 
with every decoration which it can poſſibly 
receive. In ſhort, her mind is occupied 
at preſent with nothing but finery and pa- 
rade. The poſt-chaiſe and pair which 
brought her and her huſband to town, will 
convey her ſervants into the country ;— 
ſhe will herſelf precede it in her new 
coach and four,--and exults in the promiſed 
pleaſure of aſtoniſhing the neighbourhood 
with her unexpected ſplendour. But her 
new tangled ambition has ſtillother objects; 
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inſtead of practiſing thoſe duties, and exer- 
citing that demeanour which have rendered 
her life happy, and made her character belov. 
ed, ſhe glories in the deſign ſhe has formed 
of introducing folly, faſhion and luxury, into 
the circle of her provincial acquaintance, 


nc But, as every effect muſt proceed 
from ſome cauſe, be it what it may, you 
will very naturally enquire from what 
ſtrange, faſcinating circumſtance this trans- 
formation has proceeded : it is a very ſim- 
ple one indeed; but fo it is: The lady's 
huſband came up to town to preſent an 
addreſs of his county to the King, and 
has had the misfortune to be dubbed a 
Kaight.” 


« Tn the very next houſe,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, I obſerve a gentleman who 
ſeems to poſſeſs a ſimilar diſpoſition ; and 
if one. may judge from the quantity of 
trunks and other packages with which his 
apartment is occupied, he may be ſuppoſed 

| 0 
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o have been preparing himſelf to make a 
figure alſo in the country.“ 


« The country which he is about to 
viſit,” anſwered Aſmodeus, ** will require 
a fix months voyage to take him to it.— 


who, among other elegant propenſities, 
has been much attached to the gaming-ta- 


fince ſuch a favourite of fortune, as, in a 
very ſhort time, to have won ſo large a ſum 
as ſeventy thouſand pounds. | 


fered, adviſed him in the moſt earneſt 
| manner to bid adieu to gaming ſociety, 
and not riſk the affluence he had gained 


the ſource of elegant eſtabliſhment and real 
comfort: His evil genius, however, re- 


continue play, and follow up his good for- 
tune till his gains amounted to one hundred 
thouſand 
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he is a younger brother of good family, 


ble: however, he was but a few months 


At this moment his beſt friends inter- 
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thouſand pounds; but in putting this in. 
fatuared reſolution into practice, he loſ 
all he had already won, and became invol. 
ved into the bargain, for more than he wa 
able to pay. His friends, therefore, have 
exerted their laſt efforts in fitting him 
out for the Eaſt-Indies, and he will depar 
to-morrow, with a determined reſolution 
to return with a fortune ſuperior to that 
which he has won and loſt—or to retum 
no more.” | 


«© Every additional information I re. 


ceive from you on the ſcore of gaming,” 
faid Don Cleofas, © tends to. confirm 
me in the opinion, that it is the worſt 
of human vices.—But no more of that ;— 
my attention is already transferred to a 
young lady in an apartment beautifully 
adorned with prints, a little to the right of 
us. She reſts her elbow on the table, and 
her face on her hand, and has the air of 
extreme dejection I hope, however, it 
does not proceed from any misfortune of 

| her 
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jon, which her companion is reading to- 
her.“ 


high rank,” ſaid the Demon, * who live 
together; and I am really concerned that 
I cannot gratify your humanity by the in- 
formation that her diſtreſs ariſes from any 
ſympathy with real or fictitious ſorrow.— 
It is, alas, all her own; for the unhappy 
lady has been for ſome time afflicted wich 
a dropſy, which is daily encreaſing upon 
her. But do not be alarmed my good 
friend; a few weeks retirement in the coun- 
try, and a ſkilful midwite, will rid her of 
the diſorder. 


77 


40 1 n hs next wand you muſt obſerve a 
company of faſhionable women, who are 
wrapped in the moſt, anxious attention to 
the diſcourſe of a. gentleman dreſſed in all 


ler own, but from ſome tale of tender fic- 


ee They are two unmarried fiſters of 


wa — 8 
_— 2 1 4 


the glitter of faſhionable. elegance.” © And 
ftom the regard with which he appears to 
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be favoured by his fair audience,” anſwer. 


ed Don Cleofas, * I ſhould ſuppoſe that 


his converſation is as finely embroidered a; 
© He is,” replied the De. 


his cloaths.” 
mon, „ a vain, filly coxcomb, of ſome 


fortune, whoſe whole merit conſiſts in an 


elegant appearance; and whoſe whole know. 
ledge is limited to the chit-chat of the day, 
He is now communicating ſome unplea- 
ſant reports of a very intimate female 
friend of the company, which he himſelf 


believes to be falſe, and for relating which 


he ought to be kicked out of it. But ſo 


it is: for ſuch: an open ear have ſome 


people for ſcandal, that they will hear an 
impertinent jackanapes prate upon. that 
ſubje& for an hour together with patience, 
whoſe mouth they would moſt willingly 
padlock upon yp other. . 


ec In tha upper Roll of this houſe ad- 
joining, is a man of a very different cha- 
racter, and whoſe lot in life is of that na- 


ture, as to 0 farin a certain ſpecies of phi- 
loſophy 


010 


ſou 


he 
Out 
ma 
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Jophy with arguments againſt the only 
ource of ſolid happineſs to ; mortal beings, 
Ec belief in an over-ruling Providence: 
hut though formed for deeds of enmity to 
mankind, I am too ſincere a friend to you, 
not to endeavour to guard you againſt 
thoſe errors in which I would moſt cordially 
involve the reſt of the human race. 


er This gentleman was the ſon of an ot. 
ficer in the army, who fell in the field of 
battle, and left this boy, whoſe mother 
had died two years before, to the care of 
an elder brother, whoſe great object in life 
had been to raiſe a moderate eſtate by con- 
tinual care and honeſt parſimony, into a 
large one. The uncle, who had never been 
married, and was a man of a ſingular cha- 
racter, brought him up as his own ſon, 
and had made him the heir of his fortune. 


© The youth grew up the admiration of 
all who knew him, for his amiable man- 
ners, as well as his uncommon attainments; 


but, 


1 
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but, unluckily for him, he poſſe ſſed ally Mor 
friendly heart, and a ſympathiſing (pi; 
for having borrowed a few guineas of Ho 
uncle's houſe-keeper, to make up the fun 

of twenty pounds, in order to relieve one oil | 
his intimate acquaintance from a ruinouiii: 
embarraſſment ; the poor woman, to ple 

her maſter, as ſhe thought, with this cio! 
ample of his nephew's goodneſs, relatt 

the circumſtance to him. But the con r 


_ quences of this humane information tur e 


ed out very different indeed from what th: Wi 
poor woman looked for, or any humat e 


perſon would expect; for the old gentle er 
man became outrageous on the occaſion- Wiſh: 
accuſed her of caballing with his nephen 


againſt him—reprobated: his conduct in tie n 
moſt unjuſt terms and having diſmiſi:d r 
her from his ſervice, he immediately altered r 
his will, and left his eſtates to a diſtant, u 
unexpecting, and unworthy relation: © WW 
that when he died ſhortly after, the young WM 
man, inſtead of that affluence to which be ! 


| had been educated, found the whole of his {Wt 


fortune 
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Ur 

irt 
f 
fun 


Ired pounds, and an annuity of fourſcore 
pounds a year. 


oF © The diſappointment he ſuffered on 
vic occaſion, diſqualified him from at- 
e empting any active profeſſion: he, there- 


e. 
ted 
les 
th 
the 
ne 


ore, after remaining ſome time at the uai- 
erſity in a ſtate of ſtudious ſolitude, took 
orders, and retired tQubury his ſuperior ta- 
ents and qualificatio; {in the curacy of a 


tronage was annexed to that eſtate which 
had been bequeathed from him : and, with 


a degree of cruelty for which the indig- 


Peaſonable ſolicitation was peremptorily 
refuſed. He is, at preſent, conſoling him- 
ſelf for the injuſtice he has received, by 
writing a ſermon on charity, which he is 


[inſtitution on next Sunday; when his Chriſ- 
tian eloquence will obtain that good for 
others, 


tune to conſiſt of a legacy of five hun- 


ountry village. HE lately .came up to. 
own, to ſolicit a vacant living, whoſe pa- 


ation of juſtice cannot find a name, this. 


engaged to preach in behalf of a public 
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others, which will make kim ſome anc 


for the having ſucceeded ſo ih in procuring 
it for himſelf,” “. 


This ſeems to be an houſe of {tu 


.- dents,” ſaid Don Cleoſas; ** for, in the! 


apartment beneath, there is another gen. 
tlemnan deeply engaged in ſome literay 
purſuit; but whatever may be his prv- 
penſities to ſtudy, his exterior appearance 
marks rather the max of pleaſure than the 
philoſopher. Not that I can diſcover any 
reaſon why a man of learning __ not allo 
be a man of faſhion,” 


"0 « Theſe are the very characters,” an- 
ſwered the Demon, which this gentle. 
man wiſhes to unite ;. and though he ha 
talents equal to the attainment of his object, 
he is too idle to take the pains neceſſary to 
his purpoſe. His application to books 1 
like his application to dreſs ;—he applics 
to his Wen when he wants new 1 
an 
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nd he has recourſe to his library, when he 


wy 
wants new * 


19 
« He is ks to ſupper, where he will 
meet with ſome very clever people; and, 
as à reformation on the {lave-trade is a ſub- 
ject that, at this time, very much engages 
the attention of the public, he very natu- 
rally concludes that it will become a topic 
of the evening's converſation : he is, there- 
fore preparing himſelf for alittle occaſional 
diſplay, by reading that part of an hiſtory 
of Jamaica which deſcribes the eircum- 
ſtances of the negroes 1n that iſland; ſo that 
he will be qualified to ſpeak with ſome 


may, perhaps, gain the credit of poſ- 
ſeſſing a ſuperior knowledge of a matter of 
which he knows nothing but what he is 
now getting by rote for the occaſion. But 
this is by no means an uncommon trick ; 
and many have acquired the character of 
general Knowledge, by a cunning precau- 
Lon never to deliver their particular ſenti- 
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ments on any ſubject for which they have 


not prepared themſelves. Indeed among 
theſe occaſional readers, even men of ce- 
lebrity might be named, whoſe reputation 
is founded on the grroneous opinion that 
the labour of ſtudy has been the occupa- 
tion of their whole lives.“ 


* TI beg your pe ſaid the Count, 
% but my attention has been for ſome 
time engaged by two beautiful young 
women, who are playing at cards with an 


elderly gentleman ; and from what I ſee of 


the buſineſs, I would not give him the 
{malleſt piece of coin in this country, for 
all his winnings of the evening.” 


«© You are greatly miſtaken,” anſwered 
the Demon; © the party is not engaged in 
play for money, or even for amuſement, 
but for their inſtruction, The young 
ladies, on the contrary, are receiving leſ- 
ſons from a maſter, in the different games 
7 of cards now in faſhion, and by the parti- 
cular 


heir ſituation of life, cannot always avoid 


10uld be ſo far acquainted with this branch 
f faſhionable amuſement, as to ſecure 
hem from having their pockets picked, 
hen they may be obliged to engage in it.“ 


« This is a part of female education,” 
aid Don Cleofas, © of which I profeſs 


But in a great city like this, and in ſuch 
an age of diſſipation as the preſent, I can 
eadily conceive its importance. But do, 
beg of you, explain to me the conduct 
of a gentleman who ſeems to be moſt anxi- 
ouſly engaged in deſtroying a very large 
picture: The knife, the ſciſſars, and the 
fire, appear to have an equal ſhare in the 


is very offenſive indeed, anſwered Aſmo- 
deus, for it is the work of his own pen- 
cil; which, from a vanity equally abſurd 

1 8 Ad 
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ular deſire of their father; who thinks | 
ery ſenſibly, that ſince young perſons of Y 


play, It is by no means improper that they 


ſelf to have been entirely 1ignorant.— 


(deſtruction of this offenſive canvas.” © It 


e . e Le , ‚ nm 1 — — 
- 8 
33 * 5 9 &- — 
* 
Ll 


96 


tures of his own painting, with no other 


leſſen the traces of a profeſſion, the remem: 


continued Aſmodeus, “ where people of 
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and diſgraceful, he wiſhes to forget tha | | 
he ever 6 


« He was, ſome years ago, a painter of 
eminence; and having worked himſelf into 
the good graces of a very wealthy widoy, 
whom he married, he is become ſo aſha- 
med of the art by which he once got his 
bread, that he will give any price for pic- 


view than to deſtroy them, and thereby 


brance of which he conſiders as diſhonour. 
able to him. 


© But we will now,” ſaid the Demon, 
© change our ſituation :” and he had 
no ſooner made the propoſal, than the 
Count found himſelf ſeated perfectly at 
his eaſe, and by the ſide of his conductor, 
in the cupola of a faſhionable chapel. 


« This is a place of. public worſhip,” 


faſhion 


x | 
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faſhion ſubſcribe for pews, as thev do for 


boxes at the Opera, but where they are 


not, perhaps, ſo regular in their attendance. 
There are ſeveral of theſe places of traf - 


ficking devotion in this quarter of the 


town. But, in order to explain myſelf, I 
mult inform you that ſome of the pariſhes 
at this end of the town have become too 
populous for their churches, ſo that it has 
been abſolutely neceſſary to erect convenient 
chapels for the ſupernumerary inhabitants; 


-and this has been generally done by private 


individuals, on a principle of trading ſpe- 
culation,—The ſacred edifice on which we 
areſitting, is the property of three people, — 


a wine merchant, a builder, and a parſon.— 


The firſt purchaſed the materials, —the ſe- 
cond the labour, —and the third performs 
the duty:—The wine-merchant, for his 
ſhare, takes the vaults, where he depoſits 
his liquors ; while the builder and parſon 


ſhare the rentage of the - pews between 


them: — All three find the undertaking to 


anſwer extremely well, and do not heſi- 
N tate 
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tate to mention it as a very profitable job.“ 
I cannot but obſerve,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
ſmiling, „that you ſeem to triumph in a 
circumſtance which leſſens the dignity of 
religion.” * By no means, anſwered the 
Demon; “ for the love of gain is per. 
haps, in another way, as prevalent in a me- 
cropolitan church, as in one of theſe pro- 
viſional chapels; and you may be aſſured 
that the intereſts of our confraternity are 
attacked, with equal ſucceſs, in the one as 
in the other. 
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e But ſuch conſiderations as theſe, are 
not of ſufficient importance to arreſt your 
attention from the gay party, in the houſe 
oppoſite to us.” It is very true,” ſaid 
the Count; ** and a very fine woman, who 
is lolling on a ſofa, and rallying with great 
ſpirit the young men about her, had al- 
ready attracted my notice :—ſhe appears 
to have paſſed the bloom of youth, but | 
ſtill has charms ſufficient, I ſhould ima- 
gine, to retain a conſiderable ſuite of ad- 
mirers. She 1 is a ſingular character; 


replied 


EL 
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replied Aſmodeus, and her hiſtory will 
amply reward your patience in attending to 
it. | | 1 


« Paulina is well born and well bred; 
was very handſome and very accompliſh- 
ed: her vivacity pleaſed, and her man- 
ners charmed; but Paulina had an ear 


very open to flattery, and was vain enough 


to let any thing flatter her. The in- 
fiructions of her mother had never been 
neglected ; and while ſhe was caſy with 
all, and would coquette with any, ſhe 
ſhe was determined never to give her hand, 
unleſs ſhe received a coronet in return.—As 
for her heart, — that ſhe was determined 
to keep to herſelf, | 


* Adorned as ſhe was by nature, and 
qualified by education, it cannot be ſup- 
poſed that ſhe could remain long without a 
conqueſt; and a young man of fortune 
and faſhion ſoon became her ſlave. He 
returned from his travels at the latter 
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end of that winter in which Paulina firſt 


made her appearance in the circles of fa-_ 
ſhionable life. 


885 2 us Was every thing a wo- 
man of ſenſe could wiſh to poſſeſs in an 
huſband. To a very enlarged underſtand- 
ing, he joined the moſt poliſhed manners; 
all the fruits of a ſuperior education were 
ripened in him, and he returned from the 
completion of it with every advantage 
which foreign travel is calculated to be- 
ſtow, and without any of the nonſenſe, 
folly, or vices which too often aſſociate 
_ themſelves with it. He was rich, and his 
eſtate was not very diſtant from that of Pau- 
lina's brother, where ſhe had been invited 
to paſs the approaching ſummer, 


ee Though he was very deeply enamoured 
of this lively beauty, Hortenſius was not 
| deprived by his paſſion of that ſober re- 
flection which led him to conſider marri- 
age as an engagement that ought not to be 


entered 
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am into ichen ſome degree of pre- 
caution, 5 however amiable the object of 
his affection might appear; and as he had 
only ſeen Paulina ſince his return to Eng- 
land, in the gay ſcenes and faſhionable 
ſocieties of the metropolis, where all is 
glitter and deception, he reſolved to defer 
the declaration of his paſſion till he had 
made a further diſcovery of her character 
In the tranquillity of a country reſidence. 


« His vicinity to her gave him every 
opportunity he could deſire ; and the in- 
timacy which had long ſubſiſted between 

the two families, was eagerly renewed on 
| his taking poſſeſſion of the eſtate of his an- 
ceſtors.—On this occaſion he gave ſe- 
veral elegant entertainments, at which 
Paulina always - preſided. But, however 
| flattered ſhe might be with his attentions, 
as ſhe had never thought of him for an 
huſband, it did not enter into her mind- 
that he had ever thought of her for a wife; 
while her eaſy, good-humoured manner of 
ES -:: con- 
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conduQing + herſelf towards him, which 
aroſe from this circuraſtance, was ſo far 
interpreted by him as a prepoſleſſion in his 
favour, that he determined to make im- 
mediate propoſals of marriage to her, which 
he flattered himſelf would be accepted 


without the leaſt heſitation, 


« Paulina had 4 little expectation or 


deſire of ſuch an intention on his pait, 


that when he made the declaration, on the 


ſucceſs of which, he aſſured her, the 


happineſs of his future life depended, ſhe 
treated it as an agreeable, gallant Zadinage; 
called him her ſhrpherd, and employed 
ſuch a lively flow of ridicule in the bufi- 
neſs, as diſqualified him from renewing 
his pretenſions; ſo that, in order to ſave 
himſelf from the diſgrace of having been 


refuſed by the U he was obliged to 
follow her example, and to declare that the 
ſolemn propoſal he had made to her, was 


W more than a 15 of animal ſpi- 
rits, 
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rits, for the purpoſe of their mutual amuſe- 


% The pride, as well as the ſenſibility 
of Hortenſius, received, however, a very 
mortifying wound; he loved the frolie 


fair one, — and enjoying no pleaſure in his 


native groves, fince the divinity he adored 
refuſed to inhabit thein, he returned to 


town; but finding that her idea continued 


to haunt him there, he made another viſit 


to the continent, with a full determination 
to remain abroad till his unfortunate * 


ſion was extinguiſhed. 


* 


ce It was not poſſible that ſuch a woman 


as Paulina ſhould be without a train of 
admirers, even in the country; and vari- 
ous propoſals of marriage ſucceeded each 
other, but as none of them were accom- 
panied with a coronet, ſhe treated thera 
all as ſhe had done that of Hortenſius ;— 
and being convinced in her own mind, 
from the number of her rural lovers, that 


4: her 
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her triumphs in the ſucceeding winter, 


would be equal to any that had been known 
in the annals of beauty, ſhe was deter- 
mined to wait till that period, to make her 
choice from the numerous titles which 
would then ſolicit her acceptance. Her 
brother indeed had engaged to uſe his 


influence in behalf of a young enamoured 


baronet, of antient family and large 


fortune; but he could obtain no other an- 
ſwer from her, than that, if ſhe lived to be 
thirty without poſſeſſing a coronet, ſhe 


might then, perhaps, look with ſome degree 
of Ty on a bloody hand. 


«At knoth the winter came, and the 
offer of a coronet along with it, which met 
with an unheſitating and cordial accept- 
ance: Nor did Paulina reflect, for a mo- 
ment, that the hand which preſented it, 
was part of a frame emaciated by thoſe 


diſeaſes which are the fruits of intempe- 


rance, and which contained a heart long 
ſince 


1 
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ſince corrupted by the 1 of a vicious | 


lite, 


But ſhe was not deſtined to be a Coun- 
teſs: Death ſtepped in between her and 
| her wedding-day ;—and inſtead of the nup- 
tial bed, her lover took poſſeſſion of his 


family ſepulchre. This event, however, 


was ſo far from throwing a damp upon her 
ſpirits, that it ſeemed to give them new 
animation ; and ſhe returned the condo- 
lance of her friends with wiſhing that the 
poor Lord had lived a fortnight longer, to 
have left her a titled widow: though, after 
all, ſhe would add, fate had been kind 
enough to prevent her from being a Coun- 
teſs, in order, at length, to make her a 


Ducheſ 8. 


5 All this Paulina imagined very cle- 
| ver—and ſo it might be ; but ſuch a want 
of feeling and decorum, convinced all who 
knew her, that however calculated ſhe 
might be for the charming companion of 
 8--- Te 
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an hour, ſhe was eſſentially deficient in 
thoſe qualifications which can atone render 
a woman a charming companion for life, 
The conſequence of this opinion was, that 


though the young men of faſhion flocked 


about her, and dangled after her, to be 
amuſed by the lively fallies of her conver- 


ſation, no more offers of marriage were 


made, which her pride would ſuffer her to 
accept; and Paulina has paſſed on through 


many a ſucceeding winter, always having 


a vitionary. coronet dancing before her, — 


but never obtaining a real one. 


She has however, at length, attained 


| that period when her condeſcending ambi- 
tion had declared ſhe. might, perhaps, ac- 
cept a baronet's propoſals without deriſion; 


but that trial has not yet been made, 
and Paulina's next birth-day will announce 
the thirty-firſt year of her life. The vivacity 
of her temper ſtill ſupports her, and ſhe 


continually declares her reſolution not 10 


die an old maid; and from ſome circum- 
| ; ſtances 


at. 
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fances that happened in an unlucky melt- 
ing moment, laſt ſummer in the country, 
which cannot very well be related, —if Pau- 
lina were to die to- night— Paulina wales 


__ ber wore 


« The vivacity of this lively fair one's 
temper,” faid the Count, © is finely con- 
traſted by the appearance and widowed 
habit of the lady in the next houſe. She 
might really ſit to a painter for the figure 
of Melancholy. I do not indeed fee a tear 
upon her cheek, but ſhe ſeems ſo abſorbed 
in ſorrow, as to be quite inſenſible to the 
charming notes produced by her compa» 
nion, who is-endeavouring to amule her 
with the moſt pleaſing muſic I have ever 
heard. A young widow who was fond of 
her huſband, is, at leaſt during her firſt 
weeds, an object of real pity. we 


5 1 cannot but compliment your Lord- 


ſhip,” ſaid Aſmodeus, on that little 
Fan ſally of ſeverity — The lady, how- 
—— ever, 
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ever, is a chaſte virgin; and her widows 
hood, for ſo indeed ſhe conſidlers her pre- 


ſent ſituation, is a ſentimental whim of her 


own, She 1s a very amiable and accom- 
pliſhed woman, and is engaged to be mar- 
ried to a curious man of large fortune; 
who, previous to his nuptials, has thought 


proper to make a voyage round the world, 


on diſcoveries in navigation and natural 
hiſtory.— He has been gone near two years, 
and the ſhip in which he failed, has not 
been keard of for ſo long a time, that it is 
univerſally believed to be loſt. In conſe- 
quence of this general opinion, ſhe has clad 
herſelf as you ſee in the deepeſt mourning, 


and bewails, with a widow's lamentation, 


the loſs of her lover, whom ſhe imagines 


to. be ſleeping in a watery grave of the 


other hemiſphere. Ang, to ſay the truth, 
it would be happier for her if fate had ſo 


diſpoſed of him: She might then have 


continued to grieve with the ſoothing ten- 
derneſs of a faithful affection ; whereas the 
will ſhortly be doomed to mourn in the 

| pit- 
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bitterneſs of unmerited mortification; 
for he will return home, in a few weeks, 
alive and well; and, forgetful of his plight- 
ed vows, will immediately make his ad. 
dreſſes to another lady. 


« Look, I beg of you,” continued Aſ- 
modeus, ** into the parlour of the houſe 
adjoining, and you will ſee another exhi- 
bition of female ſorrow.” *©* The young 
lady, however,” ſaid Don Cleofas, does 
not afford us a very ſtriking example of 
patient grief;—ſhe ſeems rather to be ex- 


preſſing herſelf to her female companion 


with all the een ariſing from a re- 
cent injury.“ It is even ſo,” anſwered 


the Demon; ** ſhe has been for ſome time 


addreſſed by a very ſenſible young man, 


to whom ſhe had made an unreſiſting ſur- 


render of her affections ; but happening, a 
few days ago, to treat her father and mo- 
ther with ſomewhat of acrimonious viva- 
city in the preſence of her lover, he took 
it into his head to imagine, that an undu- 

tiful 


nl. - N ve... "IL [PORES 2 


e 


TIO DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


tiful daughter would prove a termagant 
wife; and therefere, without further cere. 
mony, or any notice whatever to the lady, 
he ſet out the following day to pay a viſit 
to a diſtant part of Yorkſhire. —Her eld:r 


ſiſter is at the ſame time conſoling her on 


her diſappointment,—and rejoicing at it. 


ec But caſt your eye a little further, and 
you will witneſs another ſcene of matti. 
monial diſappointment, but of a very 


different and curious deſcription, —The 
| gentleman whom you ſee fitting before the 
fire, with a letter in his hand, and laugh- 


ing as he peruſes it, is a worthy but fin- 


gular character. He employs a confider- 


able fortune in doing a great deal of good 
in an uncommon manner. The uſual 


ways of proceeding have no ſatisfaction for 


him. Hence it is, that his conſtant wiſh 
to eſtabliſh himſelf in domeſtic life, though | 
he has attained his thirty-fifth year, has 
never been gratified. The ordinary con- 
duct of others towards him, or the extra- 

ordinary 
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ordinary conduct of himſelf towards others, 
have hitherto kept him in the uncheery ſo- 
litude of an unmarried ſtate. | 


« It was, however, no longer ago than 
yeſterday, that, on reading the newſpaper 
during his breakfaſt, he obſerved an article 
in the benefactions to the Society eftabliſh- 
ed for the payment of Small Debts, which 


marked the charitable donation of fifty 


pounds from a young lady unknown.—The 
idea of this humane incognita ſtruck for- 
cibly on his fancy; and, by a very rapid 
tranſition, commanded an intereſt in his 
heart. He thought that ſuch a perſon 
was exactly the character which he had 
been ſo long ſearching after; and to ob- 
tain a wife in ſuch a ſingular manner, was 
of all things the moſt congenial to his 
diſpoſition. He therefore began imme- 
diately, for he is very much in the habit of 


talking to himſelf, to ſoliloquiſe in the 
| following manner ;* 


| © This 
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© This sonden prepoſſeſſion f mine, for 


© an object I have never ſeen, may be con- 


6 


Cc 


6 
0 


Cc 


6 


ſidered as ſingular by ſome, and even ri. 
diculous by others; but I am neverthe. 
leſs convinced, that it is by no means un- 
natural, Love at firſt ſight, is a very 
common circumſtance : and if it is ac- - 
knowledged, which, indeed, cannot be 
denied, that a man may become enam- 


oured of a woman from  beholding her 


perſon, without being in the leaſt ac- 


quainted with her character, hy may 


he not be affected in the ſame manner, 


by knowing her character, without ever 


having beheld her perſon ? — I may, 


therefore, be ſaid to have fallen in love 
with a lady at firſt ſight, - that 1s to ſay, 


at the firſt ſight of her character, as pour- 


trayed in a * ne of the rbk 
before me. F 6 8 5 


In as firſt place, ſhe is repreſented to 
be young, which 1s a very deſirable cir- 


s cumſtance in any woman, Secondly, 
| VVV 
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her humanity is evident, from her dona- 
tion of fifty pounds to a charity, whoſe 
individual contributions ſeldom amount 
to more than a very few guineas. And 
thirdly, the. proves her mind to be ſu- 
perior to all oftentation or idle vanity, 
by not ſuffering herſelf to be known, 
and diſdaining the filly parade of having 
her name inſerted in a public liſt of thoſe 
who are called charitable benefators.— 
My concluſion, therefore, is not only lo- 
gical but natural; that a lady who is 
young, humane, and without vanity, is 
certainly an object formed to inſpire the 
pureſt love, and qualified to beſtow that 
happineſs with which it has long been 
* moſt anxious wiſh to crown my life. 


« She may not be 13 but what 
of that: She may not poſſeſs the glare 
of beauty which is calculated to inſpire 
an inſtant paſſion ;—but ſhe is moſt aſ- 
* ſuredly the miſtreſs of thoſe qualities 
which will create and cement a ſolid 
Laffec- 
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affection. What is mere perſonal beau. 
ty, but a gaudy flower, that is worn fy 
a few hours, and is thought of no more, 
In the moment of gratification, it ha 
often been known to fatiate ;—and hoy 
often does the poſſeſſor of it leave in 
unavailing charms to be admired by 
others. The beauties of the mind hat 
a very different and ſuperior influence; 
* they maintain a firm poſſeſſion of the 
heart they have gained, —till it becom 
a clod of the 8 8 | 


But even if I take the liberty to ſup 
poſe that the unknown lady is not adorn 

© ed with a ſuperiority of external charm 
I may venture to determine at the ſam: 
time, on the impoſſibility of her being 
ugly or _unpleaſing,—The ſmiles thi 
are occaſioned by a benignant heart, 8 
well as the wiſhes and ſentiments tht 
proceed from it, muſt give a winning al 
irrefiſtible charm to any kind or a. 
rangement of features. Every one hi 
. © exp 
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experienced how ſoon any little exterior 
imperfections wear away, and in how 
ſhort a time they are no longer perceived; 
when ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, excellence 
of heart, and an enlarged underſtanding, 
turn the attention 8 them. At all 
eyents I would engage to marry this 
young, unknown, benevolent woman, be 
* what ſhe may, as to perfonal appear- 
© ance; and would moſt readily conſent 
not to ſee her face, if it could be fo con- 
« trived, till we had retired from the altar.” 


Thus did this curious gentleman 
harangue himſelf into a determination to 
get a wife, if poſſible, from the tablet of 
benefactions to a charitable inſtitution ;— 
nor did he loſe a moment in employing an 
active agent in diſcovering the unknown idol 
of his affections. —The ſearch was not made 
in vain; and the letter which he is now 
reading, and at the contents whereof you 
may hear him laughing, has juſt informed 
him, that he Ooung unknown lady, who 

Z gave 
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gave the donation of fifty pounds, is very 
yell known to be an old maid of nh Y year 
| 8 9c 


; . Ad 1 can join 4 90 0 . in ol 
fk with him, ſaid the Count; but 
diſappointment does not, I truſt, inſect the 
whole quarter :—There appears to be, 2 
leaſt, one party within my obſervation 
who, as faras I am capable of judging, may 
bid defiance to it. That fond young cou. 
ple of lovers in the apartment hung with 
blue, I ſhould hope may be permitted u 

attain the conſummation of their wiſhes." 
985 Your wiſh in their favour,” anſwered the 
Demon, © will moſt aſſuredly be gratls 
fied; their nuptials will meet with no ob- 

| ftacle,—for a few guineas have e u- 

n them. | 

.* Tt is the Ms Fol of that lady to get 
if ſhe can, an huſband every night of het 
life; nay, I believe it is not beyond tit 
power of my art, to procure your Lord- 
| | ſhip 


ill 
tel 
tit 


{c 


IN ENGLAND. 8 


q ip a very favourable reception in that 
character. The ſmart young man who is 
now with her, is one of her reigning fa- 
vourites, becauſe he is one of the moſt ge- 
nerous of her admirers. He is a Quaker, 
whoſe father is a very opulent merchant, 
and a leading member of that perſuaſion ; 
his mother alſo is a celebrated preacher of 

it But the ſon poſſeſſing a genius very 
ill ſuited to profeſſional reſtraint, either 
temporal or ſpiritual; yet, at the ſame 
time, being unwilling to be the cauſe of 
ſcandal in his family, has a convenient 
apartment at this end of the town, whither 
he reſorts as opportunity offers, to trans- 
form himſelf into the figure of a ff prightly 
man of faſhion— He then appears in the 
circles of pleaſure, or viſits ſome amiable 
Dulcinea; and at the ſhrineof ſuch a yield- 
ing fair one, he devotes the hours of the 
preſent evening.—But his pleaſurable diſ- 
guiſe is not of long duration; for, at an 
early hour of to-morrow, he will diſrobe 
himſelf of all his frippery, and return to 
| Heh his 
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his father's counting-houſe in all the prin 
ſimplicity of the ſect to which he belong 


—— 


t In the large houſe to the left of us 
you muſt ſee a very fine woman ſuperbly 
dreſſed, who is beſtriding the drawing roon 
with that precipitate ſtep which marks a 
agitated mind. She is preparing for a ft. 
cond voyage of matrimony: her agitation, 
however, does not ariſe from any appre 
henſion that it can be interrupted or will no 
be proſperous. But to introduce the cauſe 


82 — — fa $3 


bay 


of her preſent emotions, I ſhall give you N 
the hiſtory of her life, : 
ce It ſurpriſed all the faſhionable world . 

when Matilda, who had been educated i 

the luxury of a great fortune, and had re 
fuſed the offers of wealth and titles, ra 3 
away with a country curate. q 
di 


The money raiſed by the ſale of 4 
few jewels, and five hundred pounds {li 
her by an aunt, ſupported the happy cob 
1 | pl 
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ple for near two years, in tolerable com- 
her; but at the moment when Matilda 
was brought to bed of her ſecond child, ſhe 
fund herſelf reduced to love, a cottage, 


rim 
95 


0 Band ſixty pounds a year. She now for the 
* firſt time, applied to her father; but he 
vas inexorable, and ſeemed rather to tri- 
t. umph in her diſtreſs, than to encourage 


any hopes that he wound ever condeſcend to 
relieve it. | 


« After ſtarving for two years on this 
miſerable income, a gentleman who had 
been one of her former lovers, moſt kind- 
ly, and without any application on her 
part, preſented her huſband to a very con- 
ſiderable living. 


«© Matilda and her huſband were now 
advanced to a ſtate of comfortable com- 
petence ; and three lovely children. had 
been added to their family, when, on the 
death of her father, ſhe was invited to be 
preſent at the opening of his will. She 
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would, however, have ſaved herſelf 10 
ſmall portion of mortification if ſhe had 
Maid at home; for the will did not con. 
tain her name: It had been made by her 
father i in the firſt moments of his reſent. 
ment againſt her, and bequeathed the 

. Whole of his fortune to her brother, who, 
with a true fraternal kindneſs, on preſent 
ing his ſiſter with a bank-note of an hun. 
dred pounds, to ſupply herſelf and he 
family with mourning, did not heſitate 
to declare that this was the laſt time br 
hoped to ſee or hear of her. She was nd 
in a ſituation to throw the ungracious pre 
ſent in his face, but immediately returned 
home, to be conſoled by the tender affe. 
tions of her huſband, and the fond enden: 
ments of her children. | 


ce. At the end of another three years, and 
after ſne had brought another child int 
the world, her huſband caught a violent 
cold, by baptiſing his own infant in 1 
damp — This indiſpoſition being 
V neglected, 
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neglected, grew into a violent fever, which 
occaſioned his death; ſo that ſhe became 
2widow, without fortune, without friends, 
and with ſix children. 


CFEPAET b A DIE 
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e Matilda and her brother had been, 
ever ſince her father's death, in a ſtate of 
inveterate variance, which prevented her 
from indulging a momentary thought of 
making any application to him. With a 
reſolution, therefore, that did her great 
honour, ſhe determined to ſell all the lit- 
tle property her huſband had left behind 
him, and with the produce of it to take 
an houſe-in a neighbouring market-town, 
where ſhe propoſed to enter on ſome ſort 
of buſineſs that might enable her to ſup- 
port herſelf, and bring up her children 
in humble decency and comfort. 
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6 She had, however, all the merit re- 


ent 0 - =, 
* ſulting from ſuch a virtuous reſolution, 
id without the pain of putting it to the trial. 


For, as ſhe was fitting one evening alone 
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in her huſband's ſtudy, ruminating with 
an anxious and afflicted mind on the lit. 
tle plan ſhe had formed, a meſſenger ar- 
rived with an account that her brother 
had broke his neck in a fox-chace, and a 
requeſt from his ſteward, to be preſentat 
the opening of another will. 


er Matilda had no great reaſon to ex- 
pect any teſtamentary benefit on the oc- 
caſion. However, ſhe thought it right 
to obey the ſummons; and on her arrival 
once more at the ſeat of her anceſtors, 
ſhe was ſurpriſed to find it her own: for 
it proved that her brother had died inteſ- 
tate, and, of courſe, all his fortune de- 
volved upon her. — When ſhe was in- 
formed of this very unexpected event, a 
melancholy idea reſted, for a few mo. 
ments, on the memory of her huſband, 
which was ſucceeded by a conſolatory 
reflection on her fix children; but this 
ſudden acceſſion of proſperity overpower- 
ed her ſpirits, and ſhe fainted in her 
chair, 
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chair. Indeed it was ſome time before 
ſhe recovered a tone of mind equal to the 
enjoyment of her fortune. | 


ce Matilda was ſtill very handſome, and 
was now become very rich; ſo that with- 
in twelve months after her brother's 
death, ſhe received propoſals of marriage 
from a nobleman of amiable character 
and large fortune, whoſe eſtate is conti- 
guous to her own. In ſhort, ſuch is her 
preſent fituation; and lolling this very 
evening upon her ſofa.— Well,” ſaid 
ſhe, © it is true I was educated in all the 
| © luxury of high life, refuſed great offers, 
© and ran away at laſt with a country cu- 
© rate, I ſtarved with him for two years 
© ona ftipend of ſixty pounds; vegetated 
© with him for upwards of twice that 
period, on an income of three hundred; 
and, at his death, was on the point of 
becoming a country ſhop-keeper, to 
© ſupport myſelf and fix children; and 


here am I, at preſent, an handſome 


F 2 © widow 
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© widow of twenty-nine, with three thou- 
© ſand pounds a year, and on the point of 
8 becoming a peercfs of the realm. Well, 
ſaid Matilda, riſing from her ſeat, and 
taking that active ſweep acroſs the room 
which you have juſt ſeen, the moſt un. 
© pardonable folly of the human mind is, 
© to deſpair.” 


I ſhould almoſt imagine,” faid the 
Count, „ that you related this fair lady's 
contempt of deſpair, in order to heighten 
my ſurpriſe at the real appearance of it; 
for ſurely nothing leſs could form the 
ſtrange ſpectacle which I now look upon 
with a mixture of horror and aſtoniſhment 


My preſent attention is fixed on 1 
room hung with black, while the faint 
light of glimmering tapers diſcovers to 
my view a female figure, robed in the 
ſable garb of woeful widowhood, and 
leaning on a table, with an air of the 


deepeſt dejection, There really want: 
| | nothing 
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nothing but a ſeull, a pair of bones and 
an hour-glaſs, to give her apartment all 
the diſmal appearance of a living ſe- 
pulchre.“ 


« This theatrical exhibition, for it de- 


ſerves no other name,” anſwered the De- 


mon, “ is of a very curious nature, and 


affords a very high-wrought example of 
that art which women have ſo often em- 
ployed to dupe the affections of the other 
lex, | | 


t The actreſs of the ſcene: was frfb 
made known to the world as a public 
ſinger of great profeſſional merit; from 
which ſituation ſhe was taken to be the 
miſtreſs of a very amiable and accom- 
pliſhed nobleman, whoſe attachment to 
her became ſo ſerious, as to occaſion no 
ſmall apprehenſions among his friends, 
that it might produce an union of an in- 
difloluble nature. To turn him aſide, 
therefore, from a connexion which might 
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be attended with ſuch diſgraceful conſe. 
quences, they employed all their influ. 
ence to promote his marriage with a 
beautiful young lady of very great for. 
tune; and they, at length, prevailed on 
him to make his propoſals to her. They 
have been accepted, —and preparations 
are now making for the ſolemnization of 
the nuptials. 


« His Lordſhip being unwilling to ſuf- 
fer the pain of a perſonal declaration of 
his new arrangements to his miſtreſs, 4 
friend was commiſſioned, on his part, to 
inform her of them; and to preſent her, 
at the ſame time, with the ſettlement of 
a very ample proviſion during her life, — 
The fears, fits and faintings which took 
place on the occaſion, are not worthy a 
rclation;—they were things tao much of 
courſe, to be attended with any conſe- 
quential effect. No one could be more 
ſenſible of their inefficacy than herſelf: 


She therefore meditated a much deeper 
5 game; 
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game; and accordingly wrote a letter to 
her late noble paramour, to congratulate 
him on an event which was ſo ſuitable to 
his dignity and honour, —to beg his ac- 
ceptance of her moſt cordial wiſhes for 
his perfect happineſs, —to hint at the 
willing ſacrifice ſhe made of every thing 
that was dear to her,—and to implore, as 
her laſt requeſt, and before he threw her 
from his heart for ever, to favour her 
with an interview of a few minutes, 


66 His affection, which he was endeas 


vouring to loſe in the advantages and ho- 
nour of his new engagement, could not 
refiſt this affecting entreaty; and he has 
appointed this evening to gratify her re- 
queſt, The preparations which are made 
for his reception, are now beneath your 
eye. He will, within this hour, be in- 
troduced into this unexpected ſcene he 
will there be told, that in this mournful 
and diſmal abode ſhe means to paſs the 
very ſhort time her ſorrows will ſuffer 
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her to live: In ſhort, ſhe will ſo work 
upon his feelings, and give ſuch 2 
powerful reanimation to his affections, 
that, without the leaſt heſitation or delay, 
he will break off his intended marriage, 
and return to live with the Circe that has 
faſcinated him, during the reſt of his days,” 


„My ſuſpicion might not, perhaps, 


be very. ill-founded,” replied the Count, 


« if I attributed all this curious buſineſs 


to the management of a reſpectable per- 


ſonage, to whom I am fo much indebted 
for the diſcovery of it.” * You are, in 
truth, very much. miſtaken,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus; © if I had been ordered to 
interfere. in the affairs of theſe good peo- 
ple, the winding-up of the piece would 
not have been even ſo ſatisfactory to you, 
as that which now, I perceive, 1s favour- 
ed with your diſapprobation. The noble 
Lord would then have ated a more 
fooliſh, becauſe a more diſhonourable 
part, I would have made him marry the 

8 lady, 
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us keep. the miſtreſs, and ſpend the 
fortune of the former, in indulging the 
follies of the latter.” “ That, indeed,“ 
ſaid the Count, “ would have been an 
improvement of the bufineſs which did 
not occur to me. But I muſt beg the 
| favour of you to follow my curioſity to 
the female ele- d- lete in the upper part of 
the white houſe to the left of us.“ 


_ & Thoſe two young ladies,” ſaid Aſ- 


modeus, * are fiſters, but their charac- 


ters are ſo oppoſite, that you will ſcarce- 
| ly believe they were formed in the ſame 
mould, or poſſeſs the ſame nature, They 
attord an indubitable proof of the differ- 
ent ſhapes which the human character is 
capable of receiving, to diſguſt and to 
charm. 


« The eldeſt of them, whom you ſee 
| embelliſhed with all the decoration of 


| dreſs, and lolling in one chair, with her 


feet thrown up into another, is named 


1 Lucilla. 
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Lucilla. She has attained her twentieth 
year; but, though adorned with beauty, 
and accompliſhed by all the powers of 
education, ſhe has never yet made a friend, 
She has had admirers—ſhe has had lovers 
—nay, ſhe will ſhortly have an huſband— 
but ſhe will never have a friend. She 


may pleaſe from the charms of her per. 


ſon, or the capricious exertion of her ex- 
terior qualifications; but the pleaſure ſhe 
affords is, at beſt, as tranſitory as her ap- 
pearance, and leaves no impreſſion of de. 


light behind it. 


« If you ſhould feel ſomewhat of ſur- 
prife, that beauty, heightened by accom- 
pliſhments, ſhould fail of conciliating 
eſteem, I muſt aſſure you, that without 
the harmonious compoſition of the men- 
tal elements, which produces what is cal. 
led good temper, —beauty is a gaudy, un- 
ſcented flower, ſcarce worth the pluck- 
ing, but, by no means, worth the wear- 
ing; and all the embelliſhments of edu- 

. | cation, 
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eation, are like ſo many brilliants ſet 
round a common pebble, whoſe luſtre 
ſerves only to expoſe the deformity of 
the object which they were deſigned to 


adorn. 


we This benignily of temper, which is 
the baſis of every ſolid power of pleaſing, 
is not to be found in Lucilla's breaſt, — 

She cannot charm, therefore, beyond the 
moment, when hes pride condeſcends to 
demand adulation. As a childgthe was 
froward, peeviſh and petulapts as a. wo- 
man, ſhe is proud, violent and unforgi- 
ving.— Her commands are given with 
haughtineſs,—delays in obeying are chid 
with paſſion, and diſobedience is puniſhed ' 
with unrelenting perſecution. Her infe.. 
riors find her tyrannical,—her equals are 
never favoured with confidence, — while 
her ſuperiors are treated with an unwilling 
homage. It was but yeſterday that her 
maid offended her, and as ſhe would not 
| condeſcend to forfeit her word, in with= 
| holding a gown ſhe had promiſed her, 
F 6 ſhe 
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the wore it once more, to have the re. 
venge of purpoſely throwing her ink- 
ſtand over it, in order that it might be of 
no ſervice to the offending Abigail. 


ce Senſible that the forms of good. 
breeding muſt not be violated, ſhe vents 
her anger againſt any one who has dif- 
pleaſed her, by interlarding her con- 
verſation with thoſe ſecret ſtrokes of ſa- 
tire and pointed alluſions, which, while 
they cannot be noticed, are almoſt always 
felt. There is a mode of being uncivil, 
without infringing on the rules of po- 
liteneſs; and in this qualification ſhe is 
an arrant adept. She will ſometimes, in- 


. deed, venture to be agrecable, pleaſant 


and familiar; but it is, perhaps, to fur- 
priſe you the next time you ſec her, with 
a behaviour of diſtance and reſerve. She 
knows how to aſlent, as if ſhe did not be- 


lieve a word you ſay; and if you commit 


a miſtake, or blunder upon an inaccuracy 


you may be aſſured that ſhe will take 


ſome elegant method of letting you 
know 
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know that the circumſtance has not eſca- 
ped her obſervation. She has reduced 
the art of inattention to a perfect ſyſtem, 
and by combining it with aukward apo- 
logies, or fulſome compliment, can apply 

it without apparent offence to the pur- 
| poſes of ſecret mortification, She is 


equally qualified how to diſtreſs by lo- 


| quacious praiſe or frigid ſilence. In ſhort, 

ſhe is completely ſkilled in all the re- 
 finements of ill-temper; and poſſeſſing 
beauty, accompliſkments and talents, ſhe 
poſſeſſes the moſt powerful means of 
reducing them to practice. 


But as ill-tempered people muſt be 
unhappy, I need not add that ſhe is miſe- 
rable; the pleaſure of revenge and malice 
is of very ſhort duration, and leaves a 
rankling ſmart behind it. Lucilla, with 
all her {kill, cannot baffle the recoiling 
mortification. She ſometimes find it ne- 
ceſſary, by granting com pliances, to 
make atonement for wanton wit and for- 
| ward ſarcaſms. But the bitter reflections 
which 
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which proceed from ſuch circuimſtances, 
Inſtead of producing, a cure, promote the 
diſorder; they only ſerve to encreaſe her 
ſpleen, —to animate her rancour,—and 
quicken her Se of future 2 


„As for her lover, ſhe is continually 
doing ſomething or other to make hin 
uneaſy, and will then aſſume the moſt 
lively gaiety to encreaſe his vexation,— 


She will fing and dance, to the fatigue 


of her own ſpirits, in order to depreſs 


his; and ſhould he do, or not do any 
thing which ſhe chuſes to conſtrue into 


neglect, he is ſure of being puniſhed by 
the moſt pointed indifference to him, and 
the moſt agreeable attentions to every 
one beſides, When, after having well 
tormented herſelf with a variety of forced 
exertions to torment him, ſhe deteſts him 
for the vexation ſhe feels on the occaſion; 
and it does not always happen that a 
night's repoſe evaporates her ſpleen, or 
brings her even to tolerable good humour 


in the morning. 
cc This 
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ce This poor, infatuated young man, 
however, fancies all the while, that theſe 
airs and humours are the pardonable 
coquetries of the miſtreſs, which will 
ſoon be loſt in the duties of the wife.— 
He, alas! does not perceive that this 
unpleaſant conduct is, as it were, a part 
of herſelf, —that Hymen will not change 
her nature, and that ſhe will bear to his 


which the poſſeſſion of her charms, the 
occaſional gleams of her good humour, 
and thoſe affected ſoothings, which may 
ſometimes be put on for whole days 
together, in order to gain ſome point of 
W intereſt or vanity, will but ill compenſate. 


It, is, however,” continued Aſmo- 
deus, high time to relieve you from 


Ia malevolent beauty, to direct your at- 
tention to the other ſiſter; who, dreſſed 
with ſimple elegance, is embroidering on 
the other fide of the fire- place, and in 

7 whoſe 


arms all thoſe wretched diſpofitions, for 


g contemplating this unpleafing picture of 
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whoſe character every virtue quicken 
into luxuriance, 


ce Amanda is one year younger than her 
fiſter—and very much her inferior in all 
the 'external charms of nature. She haz 
no claim to beauty of perſon; but, at the 
fame time, wears a form which is ſuſ- 
ceptible of grace, and a countenance 
which, without poſſeſſing any ſtriking 
feature, produces a moſt agreeable reſult 
to the beholder. —TFhere is nothing in 
her appearance to captivate the gazing 
eye at a firſt glance; though, when once 
examined, ſhe 1s ncver more paſled with 
inattention. But were the charms of 
her perſon all that fancy ever feigned, 
they would not excel the beauties of her 
mind. 


c The object of Amanda's life is to 
pleaſe, from thoſe motives which alone 
can afford any laſting or ſolid pleaſure. 
It is not to triumph during the ſhort 


reign of youth and beauty ;—it is not to 
exult 
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exult over wounded hearts or deſpairing 
rivals; but from a defire of communi- 
cating happineſs to all whom it may be 
jn her power to influence for the purpoſe 
of attaining it—The ſame principle re 
gulates her manners—diſpoſes her toilette 
inſpires her charity — awakens her 
ſmiles, or diſtills her tears,—-To ſee 
thers pleaſed and happy, is to herſelf 
pleaſure and happineſs. Indeed, this 
ſpirit is ſo diffuſed through her character, 
hat if there ſhould be an offenſive parti» 
le in it, the diminutive evil is rendered 
native by the power of her philanthro- 
Mc virtues. She thinks no offices of 
kindneſs beneath her duty, and no con- 
tion too low for the employment of 
hem, As for the domeſtic ſervants, they 
ay be ſaid to adore, rather than to love 
er. | 


Though her attentions are univerſal 
o all who frequent her family, ſhe knows 
owto diſtinguiſh between the friend and 
be acquaintance, by thoſe little ſecret 

| touches 
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touches of behaviour, which are felt by 
the former, and cannot be obferved by 
the latter. She ſtudies the characters of 
thoſe who compoſe her ſociety, that ſhe 
may be qualified to call forth the charac. 
teriſtic excellence of each individual, and 
adapt their particular diſpofitions to each 
other. Thus every body finds a real 
pleaſure in her company, from no other 
cauſe than the ſkill ſhe employs,—by 
avoiding, or giving an happy turn to, 
whatever might pique, perplex or offend, 
—to make her company ſatisfied with 
themſelves, Her father declares to every 
one he ſees, that the pains of a rooted dil- 
eaſe are mitigated, and the languor of de- 
clining life cheared by her attentions:— 
An old and a fractious maiden aunt can- 
not indulge her ſpleen againſt Amanda; 
and the haughty, envious, ill-tempered 
Lucilla finds, in the ſubmiſſive, afſiduous, 
and patient demeanour of her younger 
ſiſter, the only ſubject of her fincere 


praiſe, She has frequently been heard 
. to 


if 
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to ſay, that there is not ſuch a * in the 
world as Amanda.” 


« But how has it happened, my good 
friend,” ſaid the Count, with a tone and 
look of aſtoniſhment, that a woman 
poſſeſſing ſo much excellence, and ſuch 
a power of pleaſing, ſhould not be exert- 
ing all her ſuperior qualities as a wife 
and a mother?—I ſhould imagine that 
Hymen would have prepared an altar in 
his temple for her alone.“ 


«That ſhe is unmarried,” anſwered Aſ- 
modeus, <* is a matter of her own choice. 
She has had ſome offers, which ſhe did 
not think proper to accept; as certain 
eſſential qualities, in her opinion, were 
wanting on the fide of the propoſing par- 
ties. Beſides, the beauty of her eldeſt 
filter has hitherto carried every thing be- 
fore it; while the amiable and unfaſhio- 
nable humility of Amanda, has kept her 
as it were, in the back- ground of the pic- 
ture. But this is not all: Her heart is 
| not 
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not without its favourite, and her parti. 
ality is directed to one who well deleryes 
the treaſure he poſſeſſes. — Fortune, hoy. 
ever, has hitherto forbid their union, 


ce This untoward circumſtance, and the 
uncaſineſs ariſing in her family from the 
temper and conduct of her ſiſter, oppreſs 
her, at times, with very painful ſenſations; 
but ſhe knows how to keep them to her 
cloſet and herſelf. Her ſmiles are tor 
others, and her tears are for the ſolitary 
reflections of her own boſom. Her fiſter, 
however, will ſoon leave the buſineſs & 
tormenting her family, to plague an huſ. 
band; and I have the pleaſure to inform 
you, that relenting fortune is preparing: 
blefling for Amanda, which will make her 
the happieſt, as ſhe is the beſt of women. 


«© I could now heave a ſigh, ſaid Dot 
Cleofas, “ and a deep one too; for tht 
hiſtory of theſe two ſiſters turus my me: 
mory to her who poſſeſſed the beauty of 


the one, and the virtues of the other.“ 
| 6« Such, 


_—_ 
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© Such, I will acknowledge,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, © was your Seraphina ; but 
no more of that ſubject, I beſeech you,” 
« You ſhall be obeyed,” repliedthe Count; 
« and we will, if you pleaſe, direct our 
regards to a lady in the next houſe, who 
is reading a letter, and e at the 
contents of it.“ 

« She ſhall not eſcape us,” faid the 
Demon, © but I muſt beſpeak your more 
immediate attention to a little ceremonial, 
which it is impoſſible for me to paſs by, 
and is taking place in a very handſome 
drawing-room, of which, by turning a 
little to the right, you will poſſeſs a very 
commanding view.” © I perceive,” re- 
plied Don Cleofas, © as it appears to me, 
| a ſober family party riſing from a large 
card-table; and if there is any thing ex- 
traordinary in the bufineſs, your worſhip 
will be ſo kind as to explain it to me; 
tor I muſt confeſs, that my ſagacity is 
not equal to the diſcovery of it.“ | 
« That 
3 
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& That little aſſembly,” ſaid the De. 
mon, © conſiſts of a biſhop and his fami. 
ly, with two viſiting clergymen. The 
butler has juſt interrupted their evening 
amuſement, by announcing the hour of 
evening prayer ; and his Lordſhip is now 
deſcribing, with great preciſion, the pre- 
ſent ſlate of the game, that there may be 
no diſputes when they return from their 
pious devotions to finiſh it. 


66 ſee,” continued Aſmodeus, *“ you 
are diſpoſed to be witty on the occaſion; 
and I ſhall paſs on, without heſitation, to 
the amiable woman in whoſe ſorrows 
your gallant humanity is ſo naturally in- 
tereſted. The letter ſhe is reading was il 
written by a very intimate friend of her Ml in 
own ſex; who having loſt an huſband g. 
whom ſhe adored, retired immediately Ml & 
into the country, where ſhe nouriſhes her MI an 
affection for his memory with an enthu- Ml th 
ſiaſm that fills her friends with the molt M & 
painful apprehenſions that her reaſon is WW m- 


affected. She inhabits an elegant cottage, 
in 
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in a ſolitary valley, which had been the 


dwelling of her huſband before his mar- 
riage ;—ſhe has ſurrounded it with wee p- 


ing willows, and erected among them a 


ſepulchral urn, inſcribed with the name 
of him whoſe loſs ſhe ſo deeply laments, 


There ſhe offers up her morning oriſons, 


and ſolemnizes her evening vigils. She 
adorns it with garlands of the faireſt flow- 
ers, decks her own hair with chaplets of 


cypreſs—and calls herſelf Myra of the Dale. 


ce The lady whom you now contem- 
plate, has been the friend of her life, — 
They were both of them born in the ſame 


year, and the friendſhip of their parents 


were communicated to them. It began 
in their earlieſt days ;—it grew with their 


growth, — it ſtrengthened with their 
ſtrength; and has continued, without 


any interruption from folly or rivalry, to 
the preſent moment, —It was this friend- 
ſhip that dictated a letter to the widowed 
mourner in her ſolitude ; which, with 

2: 
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the moſt earneſt remonſtrances of reaſon, 
and in the warmeſt language of affeCtion, 
-urged her to leave the unavailing retire. 
ment ſhe had choſen, to check the roman. 
tic grief ſhe encouraged, and to return to 
the world—to her friends—and to herſelf, 


© The anſwer to this epiſtle is very long, 
and very affecting; but as it offers a very 
beautiful picture of a ſuperior mind, 
whoſe reaſon is drowned in deſponding 
ſympathy,—whoſe happineſs is ſorrow, 
and whoſe luxury is grief,—TI will, in 
Juſtice to the feelings of your excellent 
heart, repeat to you the 2 part 
of it. . 


© After eighteen months, my friend, of 
* ſuch perfect happineſs as I have deſcri- 
© bed to you, — the fatal hour which took 
© my William from me, is never to be 
© forgotten for a moment; nay, it is never 
© to be remembered but with anguiſh :— 
© the wound which his loſs has made in 
© my peace, is not to be healed. 
The 
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© The buſy world is not an abode for 

me, —its pleaſures diſguſt, and its oc- 
© cupations diſtreſs me. In its gay and 
« gilded ſcenes, I ſhould not ſnatch a joy; 
© on its roſy couches I ſhould find no reſt; 
and, in its moſt ſecret bowers, my ſpi- 
© rit would ſearch in vain for a tranquil 
© moment. | 


1 


«Friends were kind E you the moſt be- 
loved of them the friend of all my 
days, took your ſhare of my affliction: 


fortune ſmiled, —and flattery has aſſu- 
med the moſt unſuſpected form to woo 
me from my ſolitude.—Nay, love, inſi- 
« dious love, drew his bow, and aimed an 
arrow at me but my poor heart is ſo 
© conſolidated into one affection, that the 
* poiſoned barb rebounded from it. Yet 
eit is love alone that animates my frame, 
and enlivens my ſoul but it is not 
that ardent, warm, expanding paſſion, 
© which lives only with the living, and 
"glows in the communication with its 
Vol III. G | ob- 
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object: No; it is love weeping beſide 
© a grave, with his bow unbenr, and his 
c arrows broken. Remembrance alone 
© ſuſtains it into life, and makes it ſtrug- 
*ole with exiſtence. 


I turned my back on the buſy world, 
© which was become a deſart to me, and 
© retired to this ſocial ſolitude. Here is 
William's cottage, —here he dwelt in 
© all the elegance of rural life, and gilded 
< humble fortune with the charms of taſte 
c and ſcience. Here he nurſed a tender, 
© a faithful, and unſuſpected paſſion; and 
© his modeſt, unaſſuming nature would 
© have made it the unknown companion 
© of his life: But I perceived his tran- 
© ſcendant virtue, and forced the unwil- 
© ling ſecret, that he loved me, from his 
c boſom, 1 returned his love; and ſcof. 
fing at fortune, elevated him to a ſtation 
© he was formed by nature to poſſeſs, and 
© to which he gave a brilliant, but ſhort- 


£ lived luſtre. 


« To 
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To William's cottage I am now come, 
« to paſs the reſt of my widowed days.— 
He planted thefe trees, —hereared theſe 
« ſhrubs, —he courted yonder ſtream from 
© its fountain, and turned it to the rock 
cover which it tumbles in ceaſeleſs roar. 
The Doric porch where I ſometimes fit, 
© was the work of his taſte; and the em- 
© blems of love and friendſhip which de- 
© corate, nay, ſanctify its walls, were the 
©.offspring of his pencil. I cannot ſtray 
© through theſe walks, or wander in the 
© grove ; I cannot ſeek the coolneſs of the 
© thicket, or follow the meanders of the 


| © ſtream, but I behold the traces of a pure, 


© an hopeleſs, and unaſpiring paſſion, of 
which I was the honoured object, and 
*which I was ſo happy as to reward. 
* Alas! I have added but one ornamert to 
the melancholy ſcene—but one decora- 
tion to this ſequeſtered ſpot, Hand that is 
the monumental urn, beſide which the 
* Poplar grows, and over whoſe marble 
the willow weeps. There I pay the 

5 V 
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© vigils of morning light and evening 
© ſhade; there I enjoy that luxury of 
© grief, which is better—far better than 
© the proudeſt joy; 


© Know then, my friend, that even your 
© anxious entxeaties are vain, Never 
© never will I quit the ſad, but dear abode, 
© If J have, as you ſay, been the idol of 
© the world, —I will be its idol no more. 
© The period of my exiſtence cannot 


£ come too ſoon, — but while I live, I 


* will be Myra of the Dale. 


IJ would moſt willingly make a pil- 


grimage,” ſaid Don Cleofas, to this ami- 
able, but vifionary mourner, ſurrounded 
with all this fanciful: mechaniſm of ſor- 
row. I ſhould feel a melancholy pleaſure 
in being the inviſible companion of her 
walk; and when ſhe adds her tears to the 
fountain, my heart would ſympathize 
with her affliction.” 


cc I, who 
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« I, who have conducted your Lordſhip 


hither from Spain,” ſaid Aſmodeus, © with 


the rapidity of a whirlwind, moſt cer- 


tainly poſſeſs the power of accompliſhing 
your wiſh; nor would I heſitate to do it, 
if the journey would anſwer your expecta- 


tions · But be aſſured, my good friend, that 
theſe things are only pleaſing in the de- 


ſcription; and if I wiſhed to cure you of 


your ſympathetics, it would be by ſhew- 


ing you the reality, 


« But to ſatisfy your longing for a 
whimſical woman, you have only to look 
into the adjoining houſe, and you will ſee 
alady whoſe character will gratify your 
curioſity, without a fingle jar of your ſen- 
fibility. 


« She is, as you ſee, reclined on a ſofa, 
and in ſuch a delicate ſtate of nerves, 


that ſhe has not ſtrength to raiſe herſelf 


up to return the ſalutations of her viſitors. 
This lady, you muſt know, has two cha- 
G 3 rac- 
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racters, one for the town, and the other 
for the country..—In the former, ſhe is 
all delicacy, ſoftneſs and languid affec- 
tation; in the latter, ſhe 1s an hoyden of 
the very firſt claſs. The elegant, refined 
woman of faſhion in the winter, is, at 
another ſeaſon of the year, transformed 


into the ruſtic Amazon and huntreſs of 


the woods. The nodding plumes and 
fluttering gauze are exchanged for the 
ſportſman's hat :—The hair, no longer 
tortured into curls, or frized into ſhape, 
bangs in unpowdered negligence, That 
form, to which the muſlin and taffeta 
gave new grace, is encloſed in drab and 
drugget ; while the well-turned ancle and 
pretty foot, yield all the elegance of filk, 
ſattin and ſpangles, to the rude covering 
of the boot and the glitter of the ſpur.— 
Her face, which, during the ſpring, the 
zephyrs of Kenſington - Gardens were 
thought to viſit too roughly, encounters 
the cutting wind, and laughs at the in. 
ſulting blaſt. Thoſe ſpirits, which, 
the winter, are agitated by the motion 4 
a car- 
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a carriage, are now invigorated by riſing 
boldly to the hill, and ſinking rapidly to 
the plain; — ind that voice, which, but a 
few months before, could hardly be per- 
ſuaded, by the united efforts of flattery 


and faſhion, to warble the ſofteſt melody 
of Saccbini, will ſtrain itſelf in animating 


the hounds, and aiding the cry of the 
huntſman. Nor is this all: —The ſto- 
mach that ſiekened ſo lately at the men- 
tion of porter, and could ſcarce ſupport 
the ſtrength of an Italian wine, partakes 
of the rural meal; with ruſtic appetite 
feaſts on toaſt and ale from a wooden 
bowl, —and finds it luxury, | 


Such a metamorphoſis as takes place 
in this fair lady's conduct, at different 


periods of the year, is to be accounted for 


by one fimple and very common paſſion, 
and that is—an ardent love of admiration. 
To this point all her wiſhes and all her 
actions are directed, and in this object 
conſiſts all the happineſs ſhe enjoys. — 


This is the cauſe and origin of the rude 
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life ſhe leads in the country, and the af- 
tected, lazy languor of her town refidence, 


<« In the remote part of the kingdom 
where her Lord's eſtate 1s fituated, ſhe 
imagines that admiration is only to be ob- 
tained by the encouragement of rural 
ſports, and the violence of ruſtic amuſe- 


ments ; and in the purſuit of them ſhe 


finds the applauſe of country *ſquires, 
and ſporting neighbours. Hence it is 
that ſhe, who the very evening before 
ſhe left the country, took her coffee with 
pleaſure in the ſtable, while the grooms 
were rubbing down the hunters, cannot 
now bear the noiſe of the knocker at her 


door, and turns with horror from a joint 


of meat, leſt the ſmell of 1 It ſhould throw 
her into hy ſterics. 


| « The life of this lady, alas! is ren- 
dered, by her own folly, a ſtate of delu- 
ſion, which time is haſtening to deſtroy. 
She 1 is, as you muſt perceive, extremely 


hand- 
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handſome; and the admiration which is 
offered to her beauty, is miſtaken by her 
for tributes due to what ſhe idly imagines 
her graces and her accompliſhments,— 
Little does ſhe know, that while her 
country admirers think it a misfortune 
for ſo pretty a woman to be ſo great a 
Tom-boy, the men of the town lament, 
with a faſhionable ſhrug of commiſera- 
tion, that ſo charming a creature ſhould 
be ſuch an abominable fool. 


“But I muſt now transfer your atten- 


tion,” continued the Demon, from the 
houſes to the ſtreet. The hackney-coach 
that has ſtopped juſt below us, contains 
ſomething which, I aſſure you, is well 
worth the looking at.“ It is very true,” 
ſaid the Count, “for I ſee a moſt beautiful 
woman now deſcending from it, who is 
dreſſed as if ſhe was going to aſk admit- 
tance into Mahomet's paradiſe ” It is a 
little in that way,” obſerved: Aſmodeus , 
„for ſhe is come to pay a libidinous 

| Gr viſit 
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viſit to a very wealthy gallant; and, 
which will appear, perhaps, rather ex. 
traordinary to you, ſhe is conducted hi. 
ther by no leſs a perſon than her own 
| huſband. But this is not all:—for it is 
agreed between them, that he ſhall pro. 
ſecute the unſuſpicious lover for the illicit 
converſation which this very viſit produ- 
ces; and no inconſiderable pecuniary ad- 
vantage might be the reſult of ſuch x 
meaſure—but an hair-drefler, whom they 
employ to affiſt them in their honourable 
arrangement, will prove diſhonourable 
enough to betray them; ſo that this wor- 
thy Benedict, as he well deſerves, will loſe 
his cauſe, —” And his character, I 
thould imagine, into the bargain,” ſaid 
the Count. As for that little family 
moveable,” anſwered the Demon, © he has 
contrived to get rid of it long ago. 


ce J ſhall preſent but one object more,” 
continued Aſmodeus, * to your notice 
an this quarter; and when you have taken 
. a peep 
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a peep at him, we will immediately 
change our fituation, You will, there- 
fore, be ſo good as to direct your atten- 
tion to what is going forward in the low- 
er ſtory of the corner-houſe to the left of 
us. You muſt there perceive a little old 
man, in a red night-cap, with two per- 
ſons of the ſame age with himſelf, who 
are examining through their ſpectacles, 
with all the eagerneſs of anxious curiofity 
the contents of a large phial. 'They are 
three of thoſe profeſſed antiquarians, 
who, regardleſs of beauty, taſte, or uſeful 
contrivance, concentrate all their ideas of 
excellence in mere antiquity. An old 
manuſcript, whoſe characters are not le- 
gible, or if legible, does not contain a 
ſentence worth the reading, will be pre- 
terred by them to the moſt ſuperb edition 
of a modern author, though the work 
were written with the eloquence of Cicero, 
and dicated. by the wiſdom of Solomon 
And any miſerable bit of copper, with a 
half defaced figure or ſuperſcription o 
. it, 


156 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


it, which has been found by a workman 
in digging a well, or pulling down a wall, 
would be conſidered by theſe curious peo- 
ple, of far greater value than the largeſt 
piece of current gold coin in this or any 
other kingdom. 


«© Their preſent meeting is occafioned 


by a very ſingular circumſtance, the ſecret 


of which is only known to theſe three ſci- 


entific characters, For an explanationof 


the buſineſs, I muſt inform you, that the 


Antiquarian Society of London obtained 


permiſſion, within theſe few days, to ex- 


amine a tomb in Weſtminſter Abbey, 
which was ſuppoſed to contain the re- 
mains of one of the moſt antient kings of 
this country. The ceremony of opening 
this royal ſepulchre was accordingly at— 
\ tended by a deputation of the Society; 
and the body of the Sovereign was found, 
after a ſepulture of many hundred years, 


to poſſeſs the appearance of having been 


but lately buried. This was a moſt in- 
tereſting 
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tereſting object for the profound lovers 
of antiquity: but as the expoſure of the 
corpſe to the air, —an entire excluſion 
from which occaſioned its extraordinary 
preſervation, - began to produce a very 
viſible change in its appearance, the Dean 
of the church, who was preſent, com- 
manded the violated rights of burial to 
be immediately reſtored. In the interim, 
however, the little old man in the red 
night-cap, who was one of the antiqua- 
tian deputation, had contrived, without 
being obſerved, to twiſt off the fore-fin- 
ger from the right hand of his Majeſty : 
and it is that fore-finger, ſecured in a 
paial of ſpirits, which he is now diſco- 
vering, with no common exultation, to 
two of his moſt particular friends; who 
are ſuch determined antiquarians, that 
they would willingly take upon them the 
lin of his ſacrilege, to poſſeſs ſuch an 
invaluable treaſure, 


« Tt is rather cruel,” ſaid the Demon, 
not to allow you time to enjoy a little 
mirth 
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mirth on the occaſion; but you muſt ex- 
cuſe me, if I defire you to prepare for an 
inſtant removal.” This requeſt was no 
ſooner made, than they cleftthe air, and in 
a few moments were ſeated on the roof of 
an houſe in the neighbourhood of Soho, 


6e Tſhall not detain your Lordſhip long 
in this fituation,” ſaid Aſmodeus, © as] 
have a very particular ſpectacle in view 
for your further amuſement, in another 
part of the town ; but as the preparations 
are not quite completed, we will, 1n the 
mean time, juſt take a view of what is 
going . in the diſtrict immediately 
around us.“ 


6 My curioſity,” anſwered the Count, 
ce js already directed to the garret oppo- 
ſite to us, where I perceive ſeveral young 
women, who are exchanging the rags ot 
poverty for all the elegant decorations of 
faſhionable life. I ſhould ſuppoſe. that 
they muſt be actreſſes, who are preparing 
themſelves to appear in ſome public ex- 

| hibition,” 
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hibition.” © They are actreſſes, indeed,” 
replied the Demon, “ who perform their 
parts in a tragic drama, which is equally 
calculated to produce the emotions of 
horror and pity in the breaſt of every 
humane ſpectator. 


ce The houſe which they inhabit is a 
notorious brothel ; and theſe poor crea- 


tures are now decorating themſelves to 


receive the evening viſitors who frequent 
it. After paſſing the day in the filth 
and ſtench of a kitchen, they are driven 
up to the garret, where you now ſee 
them, to be dreſſed out as victims for the 


nocturnal ſacrifice of proſtitution, The 
woman who receives all the gains of 


their abandoned life, is enjoying herſelf 
in the parlour, over a bowl of punch, 
with a notorious gambler, whom ſhe 
ſupports to be her bully ; or, in her own 


more decent expreſſion, to preſerve the 


character of her houſe. 


This, Ipreſume,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
© is the hour of ſacrifice; for I ſee in the 
court 
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court to the left of us, another victim, as 
fantaſtically adorned with ribbons and 


flowers, as if ſhe were deſtined to an altar 


of pagan idolatry.” * Her ſacrifice is 
already paſt,” anſwered the Demon; © the 


poor girl's honour has been offered up at 
the ſhrine of brutal luſt, and her under. 
ſtanding could not ſurvive the loſs: She 


is no longer in her right mind, and is 
confined in the houſe where you now ſee 


her.” 


Her fine form and melancholy aſpect, 
intereſt me deeply,” replied the Count; 


* and, if her hiſtory contains any cir- 


cumſtances particularly affecting, I ſhall 
requeſt the communication of it.“ The 
ſtory is not to the honour of your ſex,” 
replied the Demon; nor will it ſerve as 
a moral leſſon to you, who are ſuperior 
to the cruel artifice which it diſplays ;— 
but as it offers an example of the human 


paſſions which has not yet occurred to 
us, I ſhall, without heſitation, rn 
with your deſire. 


& Suſan 


he 
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« Fyſan is the daughter of a worthy 
man, who was ſteward to a Mr. B 1 2 
gentleman of conſiderable fortune in the 
weſt of England. She was adorned with 
ſome ſhare of beauty, and poſſeſſed a moſt 
amiable diſpoſition, which, from the ac- 
cidental circumſtances of her ſituation, 
were improved into elegance and accom- 
pliſhment, Mr. B had an only 
daughter; and as Suſan was of her age, 
ſhe was her conſtant play- fellow and com- 
panion.ä— Mr. B—— being alſo of opi- 
nion, that a ſpirit of emulation might in- 
cite his daughter to a more rapid im- 
provement in the different branches of 
her education, ordered the maſters who 
attended Miſs B „to give their atten- 
tions alſo to Suſan; ſo that ſhe became, 
in a great degree, as accompliſhed as her 
friend, for whoſe ſake ſhe was inſtructed. 


“Several years had now paſſed on, and 
Suſan was the favourite of all who knew 
ber, but of none more than the amiable 


young 
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young lady whoſe inſeparable companion 
ſhe was. - The time, however, drew nigh 
when they were deſtined to part. A gen. 
tleman of large fortune, whoſe name waz 
Freeman, made propoſals of marriage to 
Miſs B——, which were immediately 
accepted; and ſhe ſoon after quitted her 
father's houſe for that of an huſband, 


« Suſan grieved in fincerity and in 
filence at this ſeparation from her kind 
patroneſs; who, ſoon after her marriage, 
ſet out with her family to make the tour 
of Europe. She remained abroad three 
years; and though Suſan loved her father, 
and lived in the continual exerciſe of 
duty and affection to him, the letters ſhe 
received from Mrs. Freeman were very 
principal ſources of happineſs to her, 

* all that time. 


ce At length, however, her friend re- 
turned to England, and Suſan received an 
invitation to paſs the following winter 
with 
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with her in London. It was not long, 
therefore, before ſhe enjoyed a ſituation, 
which, for ſome time, ſhe thought the 
happieſt upon earth. But Suſan, as I 
have already obſerved, was handſome, 
and her perſonal charms were accompa- 
nied with that ſoftneſs of manners and 
ſenſibility of character, which tend to 
awaken an intereſt in the breaſt of all 
who are within their influence, 


«© Thus endowed, Suſan was ſo unfor. 
tunate as to attract the libertine atten- 
tions of Mr. Freeman himſelf. Though 
he had every reaſon to be attached to his 
wife, he had not been the conſtant huſ- 
band ſhe had merited to poſſeſs; and he 
was now engaged in the project of mak- 
ing another and a very cruel offering at 
the ſhrine of infidelity. His aſſiduities, 
however, did not appear to the innocent, 
unſuſpecting Suſan, but as the warm at- 
tentions of a friend ;—and he was obliged 

to ſpeak very plain indeed, before ſhe 
could 
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could be perſuaded to credit the reality 
and extent of his deſigns. But when, at 
length, the veil was drawn aſide, and ſhe 
could no longer diſbelieve the ſincerity 
of Mr. Freeman's abandoned propoſals, 
her ſituation became truly deplorable.— 
To inform her beſt friend of all this 
cruel bufineſs, would be to plant a dag- 
ger in her boſom; and to remain in her 
preſent alarming fituation, without taking 
ſome effectual method to guard againſt 
the dangers of it, would be to riſk all 
that was moſt dear to herſelf. She there- 
fore wrote a preciſe ſtate of the unhappy 
circumſtances with which ſhe was ſur- 
rounded, to her father, and implored his 
immediate preſence to. fnatch her from 
them. | 


ec In the interval, however, Mr. Free- 


man, who had been baffled in his more 


open advances, laid a ſecret plan, in which 
he cruelly ſucceeded: - for when a man 
is ſo loſt to principle, and fo. profligate ia 
the indulgence of his paſſion, as to em- 
ploy 
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ploy an opiate, that he may take the 
brutal advantage of inſenſibility, - where 
is the innocence that can withſtand him? 
Poor Suſan awakened from her delirium, 
and found herſelf in a ſtrange apartment, 
and in her violator's arms. She became 
inſtantly outrageous, and on hearing her 
| fituation explained, her frenzy augment- 
ed. A fever immediately enſued, and her 
ſenſes became violently diſordered; nor 
have they ever recovered themſelves, but 
for very ſhort and dubious intervals. 


« Suſan's father no ſooner received her 
letter, than he ſet off with his ſon for 
London. When they arrived at Mr. 
Freeman's houſe, the ſervants informed 
them that Suſan was gone away with 
ſome one they did not know, and that no 
tidings whatever had ſince been received 
concerning her. The poor man now be- 
gan to.fear the worſt; and it was after 
ſeveral days employed in a diſtracting 
ſearch, and from the interference of an 
active magiſtrate, that he, at length, ob- 
tained 


9 
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tained a fight of his child, in a fituation 
beyond his relief. Finding, however, 
that nothing effectual could be done to 


puniſh the ſeducer, without bringing 
down tenfold miſery on Mrs. Freeman, ; 
the daughter of his friend and maſter; ; 
and that the gratification of his vengeance Ml © 
would not alleviate the afflictions, or re. C 


ſtore the honour of his child, he thought Ml © 
it moſt prudent to receive the miſerable Ml © 
ſatis faction of an annuity of three hun- 
dred pounds, during her life, which has Ml © 
enabled him to place her under the beſt 
care, and to provide every comfort which 
her lamentable ſituation is capable of re- 
ceiving. ' 


c Poor Suſan is now a wretched ma- MW Al 
niac, and will remain ſo to the end of ber vi 
days. In her more tranquil intervals, the ¶ du 
knows her friends, is ſenſible of her ſitu - ſef 

ation, and calls herſelf mad Suſan. She fat 
loves to dreſs her hair with flowers, as ing 
you now behold her, and amuſes ber I her 

to1 


ſhattered: imagination with ſinging me- 
lancholy 
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lancholy ditties. Her infamous ſeducer 


is at this moment the ſubject of her ſad 
ſoliloquy. Alas!“ ſhe fays, he may 
© roll along in plenty—but not in peace: 
© mad Suſan haunts him while he is at the 
« jovial banquet: if he joins the mid- 
*night revel, mad Suſan meets him 


© there. Go tell him,” continues ſhe, 


go tell all his ſex, that when, to gratify 


c . 9 - - Y 
a moment's burning paſhon, they give 


* diſgrace and deſpair to the whole life 
of a wretched female, they are like 


© thoſe infernal fiends who are permitted 


by Heaven to make poor Suſan mad,— 
and keep her ſo.” 

« As for Mrs. Freeman,” continued 
Aſmodeus, - ſhe was ſo ſenfibly affected 
with the 101quity of her huſband's con- 
duct, that ſhe infiſted on an immediate 
ſeparation, and is retired to live with her 
father in the country; where an increaſ- 
ing nervous diſorder ſerves to heighten 
her affliction, and will ſhortly put an end 
to it.“ . 


8 


1 dee not 
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« I not only expected,” ſaid Don Cle. 
ofas, „but ſincerely hoped that your 
ſtory would not have finiſhed here. ] 


long to hear that the author of all this | 


miſery, though he may have eluded the 
vengeance of the law, has found an igno. 
minious and mortifying puniſhment in 
the avowed contempt and abhorrence of 
all mankind.“—“ Alas! my good friend,” 
replied the Demon, “ you are moſt woe. 
fully.miſtaken, if you imagine, that a man 
with an eſtate of ſeven thouſand pounds 
a- year, who lives in ſplendour and hoſpi- 
tality, and acts, in the language of the 
world, like a gentleman, will loſe his 
character or his friends among people of 
faſhion, becauſe he has broken the heart 


of an amiable wife, or, in any way, vio- 


lated the honour of a country ſteward's 
daughter. | 


« But we will now, if you pleaſe, turn 
away from ſuch an unpleaſant object; and 
to relieve your attention from the horrors 


of human depravity, I ſhall transfer it to 
_ | a very 


\ 


* 
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2 a very uncommon example of human in- 
duſtry; I therefore recommend that buſy 
perſon, in the lower room of a large 

houſe a little to the right of us, to your 
very particular notice. The table at 
which he 1s writing, is covered with 
books and papers, and the room is ſur- 
rounded with piles of printed works in 
ſheets.” He is then, I preſume,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, © an author of great repu- 
tation.” © I cannot abſolutely allow 
that,” anſwered the Demon; * but if you 
will prepare a tolerable ſtock of patience 

and recollection, I will give you a . 
of what he is. 

« He is—A Printer, 
A Publiſher, 
A Bookſeller, 
An Author, © 
A Compiler, 
A Tranſlator, 
An Editor, 
An Orator, 
An Almanack-Maker, 
And—4 Parſon. 
Vol. III. H 6 His 
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that belongs to him to reſt in Peace, 
without attempting to turn the penny, is 
ready to teach perſons of her own ſex 
vocal and tree muſic. 


«To give you an adequate idea of the 
various publications which have proceed. 
ed from the verſatile labours of this in- 
defatigable man, I ſhall aſtoniſh you with 
an account of the general ſubjects of them, 
oy Ther are—Chronolog 'Y, 5 
Hiſtory, 
Law, | 
Geography, © 
Biography, 
Travels, 
Manners, 
. Morals, 
Novels, 
Economy, 
Farming, 
Gardening, 
Horſe-Dealing, 
And—Divinity, 


66 His wife alſo, for he ſuffers no one 
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ec But his moſt celebrated publication, 
and that which poſſeſſes the greateſt ſhare 
of originality, is a work invented to ſave 
his brother parſons the trouble of making 
their own ſermons, without being ſuſ- 
pected of preaching thoſe of others, 


te For this purpoſe, 1 bg invented, 
or ſomebody for him, a ſpecies of print- 
ing types, imitating that kind of crabbed 
characters which may be ſuppoſed to flow 
from the pen of an orthodox divine,— 
With this curious letter he has printed, 
at various times, a great number of ſer- 
mons, ſelected and compiled from the 
works of celebrated preachers, which, at 
a very ſmall diſtance, poſſeſs the appear- 
ance of a manuſcript. So that an idle 
parſon may place one of theſe diſcourſes 
on the cuſhion of his pulpit, with full 
confidence that any part of his congre- 
gation who may be ſo ſituated as to over- 
look -him, will give him all the credit he 
can deſire, for a ſermon of his own com- 
8 2 poſition, 
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poſition, and written with his own pen; 
and as every emphatic word is carefully 
marked in theſe diſcourſes, the clergy are 
equally indebted to him for his inſtruc- 
tions in reading, as well as his- aſfiſtance 
in preaching. g 


te But this is not all: — The reverend 
gentleman is too zealous in any of his 
improvements or productions, not to ex- 
tend them to every degree of utility to 
which they can poſſibly be adapted. He 
has, therefore, compoſed a certain quan- 
tity of beginnings and endings, which 
being tacked on, under his written di- 
rections, to any of theſe ſermons, will 
render them fuitable to all times, ſeaſons 
or occaſions, to which a ſermon can be 
applied. | 


„For inſtance, —a diſcourſe for Chriſt- 
mas<-day, by a proper introduction of be- 
ginnings and endings, will ſerve equally 
well for Good- Friday or Eaſter- Sunday, 
or 
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er the Aſcenſion, &c,—fo that the ſame 
fermon, by an appropriate change of 
theſe occaſional and convenient addi- 
tions, may be preached, with equal pro- 
priety, before the King, or the Lord- 
Mayor; the Judges of Aſſize, or the 
Apothecaries Company; the Sons of the 
Clergy, or the Convicts in Newgate.— By 
the ſame transformation of ſcenery, it 
will ſuit @ feaſt, or a faſt;—an inaugura- 
tion, or a fifth of November;—a muſic» 
meeting, or a funeral; the Conſtitutiog- 
al Society, or King Charles's Martyrdom. 


« This induftrious divine, of various 
callings, is, without doubt, a moſt uſeful _ 
character, by diffuſing ſo much impor- 
tant knowledge in the world, and adding, 
in ſo great a degree, to the eaſe and con- 
venience of life, Nevertheleſs, envious 
witticiſm has been Known to indulge it- 
ſelf on his ſubject; and while ſome have 
deſcribed him as an aſs laden with books, 
others have repreſented him as an har- 

H 3 lequin, 
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lequin, arrayed in a party-coloured par. 
ment, every patch of which is covered 
with a title-page of one or other of his 
publications. 


But from the ſlavery of learning,” 
continued the Demon, “ permit me to 


introduce you to the dignity of it. For 


this purpoſe, you muſt look acroſs the 
ſtreet to a drawing-room, elegantly illu- 
minated, and obſerve a company of gen- 


tlemen ſeated round a table, who are 


examining, with microſcopes, an object 
that ſeems to excite their utmoſt curio- 
fity, and to occupy all their attention. 


© The houſe where this party is aſſem- 
bled, belongs to the preſident of a very 
learned ſociety; and the gentleman who 
fits with his back towards the chimney- 


Piece, has the honour of poſſeſſing that 
character. The ſubject of this accurate 
inveſtigation and laborious diſcuſſion, is 


a very curious butterfly, in whoſe organs 
| of 
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of generation a defect has been diſcover- 
ed, which renders the ſex of the inſect 
very doubtful. The important queſtion, 
therefore, that has ariſen, is, whether this 
defect is aceidental or ſpecific. But the 
opinions of theſe ſcientific men are ſo op- 
poſite, and maintained with ſuch obſti- 
nacy, that natural hiſtory will nor, at 
. preſent, be enriched with a decided opi- 
nion on this very intereſting ſubject.“ 


{! 


« But who 15 that orave-looking per- 


ſon,” ſaid the Count, whom J ſee fit- 
ting in an unnoticed ſtate of tranquillity 
at the other end of the room; and is, to 
all appearance, excluded from any ſhare 
in the ſolemn diſcuſſion 2” 


«© He has been waiting there theſe two 
hours,” anſwered Aſmodeus, „ for an 
audience of the preſident; and, in one 
more, he may be able to obtain it. Some 
fooliſh people might be diſpoſed to think 
that he did not merit ſuch neglectful 

H 4 treatment; 
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treatment; and he himſelf, perhaps, may 
be weak enough to be of the ſame opi- 
nion; but his mind has long been habi- 
ragged to the practice of patience, for 


he is one of the firſt mathematicians of 


1. 55 
this age or country. 


« In the very next houſe,® ſaid Don 


Cleofas, * I perceive an elderly gentle- 


man, and who, from the employment 


that now engages him, I may preſume, 


adds another literary character to our 


ev ening obſervations. Permit me to en- 
quire, my good friend, into the ſubject 


of that manuſcript which now occupics 


his ſtudious labours.“ 


58 Ter is,” anſwered the Demon, © a cer- 


tain treatiſe on mortality, called a Jaft 


will and teſtament, He is a fanciful old 
bachelor, of confiderable property, who, 
tor ſome years paſt, has never failed to 
alter his will, and change his heir, at 
leaſt every three months; but finding 
that 


IN ENGLAND. 177 


that the moment he has made any one 
the inheritor of his fortune, he conceives 
ſo violent an averſion to him, as to be 
very uneaſy in his company; he is deter- 
mined, at laſt, to leave the whole of his 
eſtate to a man whom he has never ſeen, 
or is likely to Tee; and the buſineſs of 
this evening, in which you ſee him lo 
anxioully employed, is to make a teſta- 
mentary arrangement for that curious 
purpoſe.“ 


« But my attention is already trans- 
ferred,” ſaid Don Cleofas, „ to a jovial 
little company in a tavern to the right 
of us, and who do not ſeem to be em- 
ploying their thoughts on any thing like 
mortality. On the contrary, they appear 
to be enjoying their bottle with fo much 
latisfaCtion, that the very fight of them | 
makes me thirſty,” | 


« That party,” anſwered the Demon, 
« canſiſts of two naval and two military 
H 5 _ officers, 
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officers, all of whom enjoy very lucrative 
employments or profitable rank. You 
may, perhaps, on that account, be dif. 
poſed to confider them with an eye of 
pleaſure, as men who poſſeſs great pro- 
feſſional merit, and have deſerved highly 
of their country: But be that as it may, — 
they owe their preſent ſituation to other 
and more fortunate circumſtances.— The 
firſt ſings an excellent ſong,—the ſecond 
has been uſeful to a great man's plea- 
ſure, —the third has a very handſome 
wife, —and the fourth a very beautiful 
| fiſter. 
1 perceive,” continued Aſmodeus, 
« a very lively expreſſion of aſtoniſhment 
arifing in your Lordſhip's countenance; 
but ſuch, my dear friend, is the way of 
this wicked world in which you live;— 
and ſuch are the very common means of 
advancement in it.— Nor will it leſſen 
your ſurpriſe, when I bring to your re- 
collection, at, this very evening, we 
| have 
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have ſeen a naval officer of great merit, 
who keeps a lodging-houſe for his ſup- 
port, But this is not all:—For was I to 
take you to ſome of the remote parts of 
the kingdom, you would there behold 
many a brave man, who has loſt half his 
limbs in the defence of his country, juſt 
able to ſuſtain the remainder on the 
miſerable pittance which the gratitude 
of that country allows him. 


« But before we take our flight from 
this quarter, I will indulge you with a 
more ſatisfactory ſpectacle. 


7 0 For this purpoſe,” continued the 
Demon, “ I muſt ſolicit your attention to 
the lady who, in an upper ſtory before 
us, is looking with an affectionate atten- 
tion on two children who are aſleep in 
the bed the curtains of which the has 
juſt opened.“ 


6 The watchful ſpirit of maternal ten- 
derneſs has, I preſume,” ſaid the Count, 
H6 e condut- 
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« conducted her to this amiable. office.” 
« Tr is even ſo,” anſwered Aſmodeus;— 
though ſhe is not their mother by na- 
ture—but by adoption; and as it is my 
defign to unfold to you the operations of 
the mind, in all their various influences, 
J ſhall make no apology for introducing 
you to the hiflory of the perſon who is 
the object of your immediate attention, 
It is as follows: 


ce Meretil/a was originally a maid- ſer- 
vant to a gentleman of family and for- 
tune. He had loſt a wife whom he 
loved, was left without children, and 
from certain circumitances, which it 
would interrupt my preſent ſubject to 
explain, he was rather diſguſted with the 
world. He lived much at home, and 
generally paſted the greateſt part of 
every day in the occupations of his li- 
brary. He was, however, ſtill of an age 
to be ſenſible to the charms of beauty, 
and to feel the r pleaſure of fe- 
male 


© 
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male fociety ;—and having determined 
never to marry again, the deſign of 
forming a connexion of a different and 
leſs obligatory nature, had often occurred 
to him: Such, however, was the turn of 
his diſpoſition and the retirement of his 
life, that the difficulty of arranging a bu- 
fineſs of this kind to his ſatisfaCtion, was 
almoſt inſuperable. At length he caft 
his eyes on Meretilla : She was rather 
handſome, poſſeſſed a very pleafing man- 
ner of behaviour, for one in her ſtation, 
and was remarkable for an uncommon 
ſweetneſs of voice, which diſcovered it- 


ſelf even in the moſt ordinary occaſions. 


of ſpeech. Her maſter, therefore, made 
propoſals to her of a very liberal nature, 
and ſhe did not long heſitate in accepting 
them, | | 


« With this gentleman the lived du- 


ring the few years he lived himſelf; and 
had ſo won his regard by her amiable 
end pleafing demeanour, that, at his 

3 dcath, 
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death, he left her a very comfortable 
proviſion. However, ſuch had been her 
conduct, and ſo much was ſhe improved 
by the inſtructions of her late friend, 
that it was not long before ſhe was ſoli- 
cited, with offers of great advantage, to 
receive a ſucceſſor to him. 


os « Meretilla poſſeſſed a very good un- 
derſtanding; and ſhe could not but 
know, that the way of life in which ſhe 
had been lately engaged, was conſidered 
with contempt by the greater part of 
mankind, and with a diſtant pitv by the 
reſt; the determined, therefore, to make 
ſome amends for this diſadvantage, by 
paying a very principal attention to her 
own intereſt; and as ſhe was in a ſituation 
to deſpair almoſt of becoming reſpecta- 
ble, ſhe was reſolved .to employ every 
prudent means of encreaſing her indepen- 
dence. She accordingly, in direct op- 
Poſition to the conduct of the greater 


part of her unfortunate claſs, took care 
| 9315 to 
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to avoid all extravagance of faſhion and 
pleaſure, and to practiſe the ſaving art 
of a judicious economy; ſo that ſhe was 
never quitted, from the capriceor laſſitude 


of any of her protectors, without having 


made a conſiderable addition to her for- 
tune. When her laſt friend died, who 
left her five thouſand pounds, ſhe found 


herſelf not only in the poſſeſſion of an 


_ ample independence, but in a compara- 
tive ſtate of affluence. 


Thus fituated, ſhe made the prudent, 
and which, ſurely, may be called the vir- 
tuous reſolution, of bidding adieu to her 
former mode of life. With this view, ſhe 
took the houſe ſhe now inhabits, which is 
in a part of the town very diſtant from 
that where ſhe had hitherto lived; and as 
ſhe had been accuſtomed to appear very 
little in public, ſhe now flattered herſelf 
with the hope of paſling the reſt of her 
days unſuſpected and unknown, 
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c It ſo happened, that her landlord, 
who is a man of ſome property, is a very 
zealous methodiſt; and as ſhe had formed 


an intimacy with his family, it may be 


natural to ſuppoſe that ſhe could not 
eſcape without being, in ſome degree, 
infected by the enthuftaſm of the taber- 
nacle. This was really the caſe; and, un- 
der ſuch an influence, ſhe ſoon began to 
look on her paſt life as ſtained with a 
crime that could only be done away by 
the propitiations of that which remained, 
To obtain this important and-conſolatory 
-end, ſhe determined to employ the gains 
of proſtitution in works of charity ; and 
her methodiſtical friends did not fail to 
furniſh her with continual opportunities 
of fulfilling her pious reſolutions, Such 
is her preſent ſituation; and the particu- 
lar example of her benevolence which 


has quickened your attention to her, will 


conclude my ſtory, 


« A confidential clerk to an eminent 


banker, having entered into engagements 
for 
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for a falſe friend, which he could not 
fulfil, was compelled to change the com- 
forts of a very comfortable home, for the 
miſeries of a priſon. As the maintenance 
of himſelf and his family entirely depend- 
ed on that perſonal attendance which was 
now impracticable, diſtreſs ſoon began 
to preſs hard upon them. He grew de- 
ſpondent, and his children eried for 
bread; but his wife was handſome; and, 
on applying to one of her female friends, 
whom ſhe thought the beſt woman in the 
world, ſhe was kindly adviſed to proſtitute 
her charms, in order to relieve her diſ- 


treſs ; and the means of doing it with ſe- 
crecy and advantage, were readily fug- 


geſted. The poor woman trembled at 
the unexpected propoſal ;—but her babes 
would ſoon want food, and their unhappy 
mother muſt have fhortly ſacrificed her- 


ſelf for their ſakes.—With the laſt trifle, 


however, that ſhe could raiſe, ſhe made 
ber deplorable caſe known to the public; 
and the advertiſement which related the 
. N ſtory 
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Rory of her diſtreſſes, happily met the 
eyes, and awakened the compaſſionate at. 
tention of Meretilla; who immediately 
ſent for the unfortunate woman, to give 
a particular account of her ſorrows.— 
They were no ſooner explained than they 
were relieved, Her huſband was reſtored 
to his former ſituation, and the family 
reinſtated in its former comfort. Meretilla 
has fince taken the children to her own 
houſe, to ſuperintend their education 
and, whenhe dies, will leave her fortune 
between them. — Thus, by ſaving an ami. 
able woman from proſtitution, Meretilla 
truſts, and ſurtly without being guilty 
of preſumption, that ſhe has made ſome 
atonement for her own. 


ce And now,“ added the Demon, ce rye 
will n on the e of the even· 


_ 


« But before 1 we depart,” ſaid the Count 
« beſo kind as to ſatisfy my curioſity re- 
lative 


het. 8 | I Ss „ Am. 
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the parlour of that large houſe at the 
corner of the ſtreet, who ſeem to be de- 
bating ſome important ſubject; and are 
ſo eager in the buſineſs, that they are all 
ſpeaking at one and the ſame moment.“ 


« They are three phy ſicians of emi- 
nence,” anſwered Aſmodeus, “ who have 
been employed in a conſultation on the 
diſorder of a ſick man of faſhion, who is 
dying inthe room over them.” * Then, 
I ſuppoſe,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © that 
theſe learned ſons of Galen do not agree 
as to the nature of the remedies to be 
preſcribed for the patient.” © You never 
were more miſtaken in your life,” ſaid 


the Demon ; © their profeſſional buſineſs 
was diſpatched in a very few minutes, 


and they are now engaged in a violent 
diſpute on politics: but to complete 


the ſcene— their political altercation will 
be interrupted and cut ſhort, by the in- 


formation that their patient has breathed 
| his 


lative to a ſmall group of gentlemen in | 
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his laſt, Thus it is that medical men 
babitually trifle with death, till he knooks 
at their own doors.“ 


The Tad now ſeized Don Cleofas by 
the arm, and in a few moments they 
were ſeated on the top of St. Giles's 
Church; from whence they poſſeſſed a 
very commanding view of the various 
ſcenes and engagements which are appro- 
priate to that * part of the 
town. 


This quarter,” ſaid the Demon, i; 


notorious for being the reſort and habita- 
tion of the inferior claſs of rogues and 
vagabonds, who infeſt this city; and in 
preſenting them to your attention, I in- 
fringe upon the province of a Spirit who 
is appointed to prefide ever them; of 
courſe, I run ſome riſk of being called 
to an account by my ſuperiors for the 
intruſion; more eſpecially as he and I are 
the leaſt conneQted of any of our confra- 
ternity. 


te 


n 
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terfiity. Love is the paſſion aſſigned to 
my direction; and poverty and roguery 
are, in general, its moſt inveterate ene- 


mies. We muſt, therefore, diſpatch our 


buſineſs here with all poſſible expedi - 
tion.“ | 


cc No then be ſo kind, fatd Don Cleo- 
fas, „as to begin with communicating 
to me the meaning of a figure which I ſee 
in the garret oppoſite tous. It is dreſſed 
in the common habit of a man, and is 
ſuſpended by wires from the ceiling: if 
[ miſtake not, there are a great number 
of ſmall 1 ſlenderly _— on every 
part of it.“ 


e Vou now look,” anſwered the De- 


mon, on an academy for teaching the 


fublime art of picking pockets, with a 


motley group of ragged pupils, who are 


taking their leſſons in ity and when any 
of thoſe boys have attained the dexterity 


of purloinings an article from the different 
pockets 
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pockets of the figure, without producing 
a a ſound from any of the bells,—they are 
conſidered as being ſufficient adepts in 
their trade, and are diſpatched to exerciſe 
it in the ſtreets and public places of this 
metropolis. But I muſt entreat you to 
obſerve, that while the maſter of the 
ſchool is buſied in giving his inſtructions, 
one of his pupils affords a very ſufficient 
proof of the advantage he has reccived 
from them, by conveying a tobacco-box 


from -his pocket, without his * ſen- 
üble of the theft. 


© In the floor beneath, there are three 
well-looking, ſtout young men, who are 
feaſting luxuriouſly on a fine piece of 
roaſt-beef, and waſhing it down with 
plenty of good liquor. As ſoon as they 
have finiſhed their banquet, each of them 
will get into a good bed, and ſleep in 
comfort till the morning; when, after 
having taken a plentiful breakfaſt, they 
will ſally forth in the character of maim- 
N ed 
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ed and wounded ſailors, to ſolicit the 
charity of the public, with ſcarce a ſound 
limb among | 


« In the very next houſe, however,” 


faid Don Cleofas, © I perceive two wo- 


men, whoſe limbs appear to poſſeſs all 
the ſtrength and activity neceſſary to tear 
each other to pieces. They are fighting 
with ſuch a degree of ſavage fury, that 
if ſome of their neighbours do not inter. 


or other of the combatants. What, in 
the name of wonder, can be the obje& 
of ſuch an inveterate conteſt ?” 


modeus; “ for it is a poor little babe, 
who.1s now ſleeping in a cradle, which 


you may ſee ina corner of the room, and 


happily inſenſible to all the diſcord it oc- 
caſions. One of theſe women is the mo- 
ther of the infant, and the other is a beg- 
gar, who hired it, at a ſtipulated price, 

: for 


fere, it will ſurely end in the death of one 


« A very innocent one,” anſwered Aſ- 
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for the day, as an additional incitement 
to the charity of the charitable, 


© The parent, however, having obſer. 
ved ſome marks upon its neck, which the 
other acknowledged to have produced by 
pinching it, in order to call forth thoſe Ml | 
cries which might compel, as it were, 
the compaſſionate relief of the paſſenger; MI ' 
the former made an immediate demand i 
of an extraordinary gratuity for ſuch an (iſ - 
uſe of the child, for which the latter t 

| had not bargained; and the abſolute fr. In 
fuſal to comply with ſuch a reaſonable 
demand, has occaſioned this furious com- 
bat; which will not ceaſe till the enraged 
parties are no longer able to continue ii. 


& And now, by one haſty ſtep,” conti 
nued the Demon, * I muſt deſcend with 
you to the cellar of the ſame mantion, 
and ſhall beg the favour of your Lordſhip 
to inform me, whether you ſee any thing 
that 
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that merits your particular attention in 
that agreeable cavern?“ 


« Befides certain preparations for eat- 


ing and drinking,” anſwered the Count, 


« ] perceive a long table, without any 
cloth or covering whatever, with a num- 
ber of wooden trenchers, placed in as 
regular order as if they were nailed upon 
it, and a proportionate quantity of knives 
and forks, faſtened by ſmall iron chains 
to the ſpot.” All this various arrange- 
ment,” ſaid the Demon, © proceeds from 
the very neceſſary circumſpection of the 
honeſt landlord of this ſubterranean ban- 
quetting-room. For ſuch is the well- 
known diſpoſition of his gueſts, that if 
he does not take care to be paid before- 
hand, he will never be paid at all; and 
if he did not employ the precaution of 
ſecuring his implements of eating, as 
you ſee them, he might look in vain, at 
the cloſe of the evening, for a fingle 
knife or fork, or one ſolitary trencher, 
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to employ in the bs of his own ſup- 
per. 


* muſt now defire you to let your eye 
run a little down the alley immediately 
oppoſite to us, and you cannot avoid ſee- 
ing a company of very ull-looking men, 
who are at this moment debating a mat- 
ter of ſome importance, with a ſmart 


young fellow, in a blue great-coat and a 


filver-laced hat, with a cockade in it.— 


They are a gang of houſe-breakers, who 


are ſettling a plan to enter the hotel of a 
nobleman who is known to poſſeſs a very 
fuperb ſervice of plate; and the young 
man, who is one of his Lordſhip's faith- 
ful ſervants, has agreed, upon certain 
terms, to leave a lower window of the 


houſe in ſuch a defenceleſs tate, as to 


afford them a very eaſy entrance.—He, 
however, infiſts upon being paid in ad- 
vance; and they refuſe to reward him 
for his iniquity, till his fidelity to them 


is proved by the ſucceſs of their opera- 
tions; 


tions; ſo that the natural ſuſpicion 


which theſe villains entertain of each 


other, will preſerve the noble Lord's 


plate on his ſide-board, —at leaſt, . 


the preſent.“ 


« There is, however, in the cellar of 
the adjoining houſe,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
« a poor, laborious man, who appears to 
have other views of obtaining the preci- 
ous metals: for, from his actual occupa- 


tion, I ſhould ſuppoſe him to be one of 


thoſe miſerable philoſophers, who con- 
ſole themſelves in preſent poverty, with 
the fanciful expectations of fallacious 
alchemy.” 


« Be that as it may,” anſwered the 


Demon,“ this evening, at leaſt, will not 


gratify his hopes; for the furnace which 
he is now preparing, is intended to melt 
down the beautiful and laboured forms 
of that maſſive booty with which his ho- 
neſt neighbours had fully expected to 
lupply him, 
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On the oppoſite ſide of the alley, you 

may ſee a man, and a very ſturdy felloy 
too, who is threatening. to chaſtiſe a poor, 
ſubmiſſive, trembling woman, with a very 
unmerciful beating. He is a beggar by 
profeſſion ; and, after a very ſucceſsful 
day,—fora gentleman, from the warm 
inattention of charity, gave him a guinea 
inſtead of an halfpenny,—ordered a re- 
paſt of the beſt tea, with double refined 
ſugar; and is now menacing his wife 
with a ſevere baſtinado, for having but- 
tered his toaſt only on one fide.” 


While you were ſpeaking,” ſaid the 
Count,“ my attention has been engaged 
by two very old men, in ſhabby apparel, 
who were converſing, with great gravity, 
by the light of a very dim taper, ſtuck 
in a piece of clay, in the lower room of 
the houſe at the very extremity of the 
place; and before I could well obſerve 


what they were about, one of them put 


out the light, and I can ſee them no 
more.“ 


66 They 
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£ They are two very wealthy miſcrs,” 
anſwered the Demon, © who are conver- 
ing together upon a little plan of uſury; 
and, as the buſineſs requires the exertion 
of no ſenſe but that of hearing, they con- 
ceive it to be an unpardonable extrava- 
gince to waſte an inch of a farthing can- 
dle, when their buſineſs with each other 
can be as well tranſacted in the dark. 


« But I muſt now entreat your Lord- 
ſhip to aſcend two pair of ſtairs, that T 
may have the honour of introducing you 
toa perſon of ſome rank, and no little 
importance in this metropolis. You will 
there ſee two men very buſily employed 
In examining aquantity of wearing appa- 
rel. The elder of the two is a reputable 
dealer in old cloaths, and the other is a 
very honourable gentleman, pretty ge- 
nerally known, in this country, under 
the title of Fack Kerch.. He is the public 
executioner of this city; and, having 
hanged half a dozen convicts this morn- 
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ing, is now come to diſpoſe of their 


cloaths, which are a part of the fees be. 
longing to his reſpectable office.” _ 


ce What a wonderful encouragement,” 
exclaimed Don Cleofas, © do the wants 
and vices of this town afford for induſtry 
and ingenuity !” „It is very true,” ſaid 
the Demon; © and in the firſt-floor of 
that very houſe, there is another curious 
example of it, You muſt there ſee a wor 
man ſurrounded with as many baſkets of 
linen, of various kinds, as would be ſuf. 


ficient to ſtock a conſiderable warehouſe, 


all of which are ſtolen goods; and her 


admirable occupation conſiſts in unravel- 


ling the marks with which their former 
owners had diſtinguiſhed them; in order 
that they may hereafter be offered to ſale 
without riſquing a diſcovery of the ho- 
neſt people - who ſtole them, 


« I ſhall propoſe another character to 


your attention,” continued Aſmodeus, 
& and 
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* and we will then quit a diſtrict of 
which you have, probably, ſeen enough 
to ſatisfy your curioſity; and where, to 
tell you the truth, for reaſons already 
explained, I am not quite at my eaſe, 


c Caſt your eyes, therefore, on a ſmall 
chamber in the adjoining houſe, wheres 
you will ſee a very old man blowing?! 2 
fire, with an earthen pipkin upon it, in 
which he is preparing a little broth for 

his ſupper. As you muſt perceive that 
bis little apartment is furniſhed in a very 
* neat, thouph humble manner, it will:call 
forth your ſurpriſe, perhaps, when I tell 
you, that his daily buſineſs is that of ſo- 
liciting alms in the ſtreets. He has actu- 
ally followed the trade of a beggar near 
forty years; and it will add to your aſto- 
niſhment, when I tell. you, that the buſi- 
neſs has anſwered ſo well, as to enable 
him, if he thought proper, inſtead of re- 
ceiving charity on foot, to diſtribute it 
himſelf from a coach. 
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« An humble demeanour, cleanly raps, 
an occaſional cough, an infirm gait, a 
trembling hand, and an affected modeſty 
of ſolicitation, with a ready ſtory, full of 
uncommon misfortunes, have combined 
to the acquiſition of greater gain than 
many a man finds from the employment 
of active diligence, and the exertion of 
ſuperior talents, 


«© He has a wife of his own age, and a 
daughter who has not yet reached her 
twentieth year, both of whom are ſup- 
ported by him in all. the decent comforts 
of life. His wife had formerly followed 
the occupation of her huſband; and at 
the time when a daughter was added to 
them, they had contrived, by their in- 
duſtry and œconomy, to amaſs a very 
conſiderable ſum of money. The good 
man therefore determined, though he 
was a beggar, and had formed the reſolu- 
tion to continue his trade as long as he 
was able, in order to bring up his child 

; as 
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as a gentle woman. His wife, therefore, 
in a ſhort time, aſſumed the character of 


a widow ; a convenient houſe was taken 
by her in a retired part of the town, 
where ſhe has reſided ever ſince, and the 


daughter has received an education be- 


coming the fortune ſhe is deſtined to poſe: 
ſeſs. As they conduct themſelves with 
great propriety, they are conſidered with 
much reſpect by the ſmall circle of their 
acquaintance; and the father viſits them 
at ſtated periods, as a poor old man, who 


is, in a great meaſure, indebted for his 


ſupport to their benevolence. Nay, ſo 


perfectly does he underſtand his charac- 


ter, that he receives very frequent dona- 
tions from the viſitors of his wife and - 
daughter; and it was but the other day, 
that he accepted, with humble gratitude, . 


an eleemoſynary balf-crown from a be- 


nevolent man, who is the muſic-maſter 


of the latter. 


“Thus he purſues his ſucceſsful voca- 
tion; and, as opportunity ſerves, conveys: 
| I5 the 
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the fruits of his perſeverance to his wife, 
who acts the part of a faitkful ſteward, 
and in whoſe name a ſum of no ſmall ac- 
count is inveſted in the public funds,” 


« This is one of the moſt extraordinary 
hiſtories,” ſaid Don Cleofas 0 Do not 
interrupt me, if you pleaſe,“ replied 
Aſmodeus; © for the moſt intereſting 
part of the buſineſs is yet to be related. 


© The gains of the day, for ſome time 
paſt, have not been the only objects of 
this old man's conſideration. His child 
is of an age to be ſettled in the world, 
and the father is in a condition to com- 
mand, as far as money will do it, a very 
comfortable ſituation for her. But how 
to arrange ſuch an important purpoſe, ſo 
as to prevent his being deceived on the 
one hand, and to preſerve his daughter 
from being diſgraced on the other, has 
been of late ſo continually in his thoughts, 
that he has * ſuffered the paſ- 
3 ſengers 
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ſengers in the ſtreets to paſs by without 
receiving his habitual ſolicitation, At 
length, however, an idea occurred to him, 
which, after ſome reflection, grew into a 
project that he determined to put in im- 
mediate execution, —and he has this day 


fulfilled his deſign. 


«It has, for many years, been his or- 
dinary practice to attend, on Sundays, at 
the door of ſome or other of the numerous 
places of public worſhipin this metropo- 
lis, to ſolicit the charity of their reſpec- 


tive congregations. Among others, he 
has frequently attended a chapel at the 
weſt-end of the town; and, for ſome 
time paſt, however caſual the contribu- 
tions might be of the people who fre- 
quented it, he never failed to receive a 
ſmall piece of ſilver, accompanied with 
kind expreſſions of conſolation, from a 
young clergyman who officjates as the 
preacher of it. 
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«© No longer ago than Sunday laſt, he 
attended there on his accuſtomed buſi- 
neſs; and it being a very rainy day, the 
clergyman doubled his uſual benevo- 
lence, —aſked him ſeveral queſtions con. 
cerning his age and his diſtreſſes, and de- 


ſired the mendicant to call upon him as 


this morning, to receive further relief; 
as he had a ſum of money entruſted to 


his diſcretion by a charitable lady, that 


it might be diſtributed among ſuch ob- 
jects as appeared to hun to be deſerving 
of it. 


« The old beggar, who had every 
reaſon to bleſs the benevolent ſpirit of 
this amiable clergyman, conceived a de- 
fire to know ſomething more concerning 
him; and taking en opportunity to make 
his enquiries in the neighbourhood, he 
was informed that his benefactor was a 
_ perſon of moſt exemplary character, and 
that his preferment in the church was 
very inadequate to his ſuperior merits,— 


On 
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On receiving this information, the old 
man determined to avail himſelf of the 
opportunity he ſhould ſhortly poſſeſs, of 
unfolding the whole hiſtory of his life 
to the young divine; and, at the ſame 
time, to make him an offer of all he-poſ- 
ſefled, if he would conſent to receive 
it as the marriage-portion of his daugh- 
ter. 


« On this morning the worthy clergy- 
man was aſtoniſhed with the premeditated 
propoſal. He, at firſt, conceived that 
the poor aged mendicant was, in addition 
to his other atilictions, deprived of his 
right underſtanding, and he could not 
help diſcovering ſomewhat of his very 
natural ſuſpicions on the occaſion. He 
was, however, after ſome further conver- 
ſation, fully convinced that this extraor- 
dinary beggar was ſufficiently wealthy 
to realize his propoſals, which were no 
leſs than to give him eight thouſand 
pounds as the marriage-portion- of his 

| daugh- 


206 DEvIL UPON TWO STICKS 


daughter; and to ſecure him, at leaſt, 
four more, on the death of her mother. 


« This was an offer which the young 
divine could not, with any degree of 
prudence, either haſtily accept, or per- 
emptorily refuſe. He promiſed, hoy. 
ever, to pay a viſit that very afternoon 
to the female part of the family ; and 
the old man having given him a written 
introduction for that purpoſe, took his 
leave, to purſue the uſual occupation of 
the day. 


« | ſhall not enter into a detail of the 
various operations of this ſtrange event 
upon the reverend gentleman's mind; 
nor ſhall J undertake to determine, whe- 
ther curioſity or intereſt, or what other 
motive preponderated, to induce him to 
pay the promiſed viſit. It will be ſufti- 
cient for me to iuform you, that he ful- 
filled the promiſe he had made, —that he 


found all the old man's repreſentations 
10 
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to him fully confirmed, and that the 
daughter was a woman of ſuch a plea- 
ſant appearance and amiable manners, 
that he would not have hefitated a mo- 
ment to have led her to the altar,—if 
ſhe had not been the offspring of a 


beggar. 


© While this idea was working in his 
mind, a very gentle ſtroke of the knocker 
announced the arrival of the father. The 
maid-ſervant was immediately diſpatched 
on ſome premeditated errand, and the 
ſubject of the morning was renewed and 
enforced ;—*Till, at length, the pecuniary 
advantages which were offered, the 
charms of the young woman, and the 
hard-wrung promiſe of the old man, that 
he would immediately quit his trade, 
aſſume a becoming appearance, and re- 
tire to live in the country, determined 
the clergyman to marry the beggar's 
daughter. 


cc In 
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— 


« In a very ſhort time the nuptials 
will be ſolemnized, and the newſpapers 
will announce, in due form, the marriage 
of the Rev. Mr. ————, morning 
preacher of ———— Chapel, to Miſs 
————, daughter of Mrs. , of 
—ſtreet, Marybone : and I do not 
| know of a matrimonial engagement that 
promiſes more ſolid happineſs. 


« The old man is now taking his laſt 
ſupper in a chamber which he has in— 
habited ſo many years, and will leave 
with ſome regret, to paſs, what he con- 
ſiders an idle and unprofitable life, in a 
village at a ſmall diſtance from town; 
from whence, however, he will occafi- 
onally ſteal, to pay a ſhort viſit to his 
daughter, 


« His ſon-in-law. will never fail to 
treat him'with all becoming regard; but, 
at the ſame time, according to the prin. 
Ciples of that religion whole doctrines it. 

15 
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is his profeſſion to teach, he will be moft 
piouſly rejoiced when the old man has 
exchanged this world for a better. 


« My aſtoniſhment,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 


« at this hiſtory, which I have heard 
from you, is equal, I believe, to that of 
the pariſon, when he heard it from the 
beggar himſelf.” “ That is very poſſi- 
ble,” replied Aſmodeus ;. but I mat 
be ſo unpolite as to acquaint you, that 
there is no time, at preſent, for your ob- 
fervations.” 


If that is the caſe,” anſwered the 
Count, be ſo good as to filence them, 
by informing me concerning that jovial 


feaſt which I ſee in the public-houſe to 
| the left of us. There are no beggars, I 


believe, in that company ; for the table 


ſeems almoſt ready to fink beneath the 


abundance of good things which are 
placed upon it.” * Your conjecture is 


right,” ſaid the Demon; „ the gueſts 


are 
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are all proſperous people; nevertheleſ, 
it is the beggars who furniſh this enter. 
tainment, while they thenſelves are ſtarv. 


ing. 


«© You muſt know then, that it is 2 
meeting of the pariſh officers, to ſettle 
the accounts of the parochial poor; 2 
duty which cannot be fulfilled, with pro- 
priety, without a pretty deal of good 
eating and drinking, and for which the 
poor's-box finds the: ſupplies. This 
evening ſupper was ready before the 
buſineſs was compleated; ſo that, to the 
great joy of the party, another ſimilar 
banquet muſt be provided, in the enſuing 
week, in order to conclude it; for 
which alſo the poor muſt be the pay- 
maſters. 1 


« Having now,” added the Demon, 
„ ſhewn you ſome of the loweſt of the 
people, I ſhall immediately introduce 
you to a ſight of the higheſt :'* And he 

| had 
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had no ſooner declared his intention, 
than they changed their ſituation for a 
balcony, in a more ſaſhionable part of the 


town. 


« What ſplendid company,” exclaim- 


ed Don Cleofas, * do I now ſee in the 
apartments of the large hotel before us, 
It muſt ſurely be ſome feſtival of a very 
ſolemn nature, that is celebrating with ſo 


much magnificence.“ „ It is the bap- 


tiſm,” anſwered Aſmodeus, „of a child 
of one of the firſt families in the king- 
dom; and no leſs perſonages than their 
Myeſties themſelves, attend as Sponſors 
on the occaſion, 


In preſenting the King of this coun». 
try to your view, I ſhew you one of the 
beſt monarchs and beſt men in Europe. 


He unites the power of a great empire 


with the virtues of a good man, The 


poſſeſſion of a moſt extenſive dominion, 


with all the pomp of ſplendour and 
wealth 
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wealth of the Britiſh crown, has not cor- 
rupted his mind. He is a faithful huf- 
band—a tender father—an indulgent 
maſter—and a pious man.—His throne 
is to be envied by the potentates of the 
earth, not ſo much from its political 
elevation above them, as from the pecu. 
_ har ſupports of it,-the ardent loyalty 
and affectionate devotion of a great and 
enlightened people. 


« The lady who ſtands oppoſite to him, 
is his royal conſort. I ſhall not remark 
on the benignity of her aſpe&t—on the 
grace of her manners or on the number 
of her virtues z—I ſhall only obſerve, 
that ſhe is worthy the heart ſhe poſſeſſes, 
and the crown ſhe wears, The two 
princeſſes, who ſupport her, are, it I may} 
ule the expreſſion, unfortunately pre: 
eminent,-—for there is not a prince in 
Europe who is deſerving of them.“ 


c“ This is a ſpeCtacle,” ſaid Don Cleo 
fas, which I behold with equal aue 


and 


and delight; nor can I well expreſs the 
ſenſations of my mind, while I regard the 
elevated objects before me,” «© Never- 
theleſs,” replied the Demon, © there is 
a ridiculous circumſtance belonging to 
this magnificent ceremony, which I can- 
not bring myſelf to withhold from you. 
I will forgive your ſurpriſe, when I aſ- 
ſure you, that the infant who is now re- 
ceiving a name from the lips of the S0- 
vereign, is no longer to be found in the 
regiſter of life. It breathed its laſt at 
the very moment when the royal Spon- 
ſors entered the houſe; but the honour 
was too great to be reſiſted, and the pre- 


parations were too coſtly to be thrown. 


away, It was therefore determined by 
the noble parents, that the ceremony 
ſhould proceed, according to its original 
defign, and the publication of the child's 
death be put off till to-morrow.” 


* It is ſurely impoſſible,” exclaimed 
Don Cleofas ;——* what, chriſten a 
corpſe !'? 
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corpſe !” «© Be not quite ſo haſty, my 
good friend,” replied the Demon; « if 
as you well know, it is an allowable 
practice, among you Papiſts, to baptiſe 
a child before it is born; you cannot he 
offended, if, under ſuch circumſtances, 
and to preſerve court-etiquette, a Prote- 
ſtant child ſhould, for once, be baptiſed 
after it is dead. 


« But we muſt now quit the ſcene be. 
fore us; and to finiſh the evening of this 
buſy day, we will juſt take a peep into 
one of the theatres; which, I think, will 


form a very characteriſtic concluſion of 
7,” | 
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CHAP. XII. 


De ſecond Viſit of the Dev1L upon Two 
STICKS and Don CLEOFAS to the Theatre. 


A they entered the playhouſe,.— 
« gracious Heaven!“ exclaimed 
the Count, © if the avenues are ſo crowd- 
ed, I muſt be indebted to your extraor- 
dinary power, I ſhould ſuppoſe, to pro- 
cure a ſeat in the body of the theatre.” 
« Be not alarmed,” anſwered the Demon, 
*for we ſhall find room enough within, 
though we are ſo joſtled without. Be- 
hides, this is a place where our fraternity 


in common; for there is not a Devil of 
us all, who does not find employinent in 
a playhouſe, - | 

«© The 


poſſeſs a very peculiar influence: it is, 
indeed, the only one where we can meet 
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KFThe part of it where we now are, is 
called the Box-lobby; and is nightly in- 
feſted by a crowd of young tellows, why 


are a diſgrace to ſociety. Among all 


theſe ſmart, powdered, gallant” young 
men, who are continually diſturbing the 
audience by their frequent exits and en. 


trances, there is not to be ſeen one fingls 


gentleman. The preſent mode of dreſ, 
like the robe of death, levels all diftine- 
tions; and in paſſing along, it would be 
rather difficult to diſtinguiſh an attorney's 
clerk from a peer of the realm, but by 
the decency and unaſſuming appearance 
of the latter.— The play is now drawing 
towards a concluſion; we will, therefore, 
in the mean time, occupy this corner, to 
take a curſory view of the agreeable peo- 
ple who are ſtrutting about before us. 


cc That young man,” continued the 
Demon, © in a blue coat, and a buff 
waiſtcoat, is a young taylor, who muſt be 
allowed to poſſeſs ſome merit, —for his 
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cloatks are of his own making. The 
perſon who follows, in a dreſs of the 
ſame colour, with a yellow cape, is a 
ſhoemaker, who is ſtretching a new pair 
of boots on his own legs, by order of one 
of his father's cuſtomers, The acquaint- 
ance whom he ſalutes, in paſſing, follows 
| a branch of the ſame trade, with this dif- 
ference indeed, that the one makes ſhoes 
for men, and the other for horſes —He 
who comes next, is an haberdaſner; and 
he who follows, is a pickpocket. This 
bluſtering hero, who looks as if he would 
knock down every body who meets him, 
is a dangerous kind of fellow, and is 
uſed to the handling of a very powerful 
weapon, — for he is journeyman to a drugs 1 
giſt, and paſſes much of his time in the x 
exerciſe of a peſtle and mortar. That 
gallant figure who is addreffing himſelf 
to a couple of ladies, is a young ſurgeon, 
who walks the hoſpital; and is, at this 
moment, offering his ſervice to cure 
them of a diſorder, of which he has not 
Vol. III. K hither- 


: 
* 
@ 4 
- 
* — 
* 
s * 
4 1 
+. 
1 
1 i 
2 
w 
44 
* bs 
* 
5 
* » 
bh | 
£ 
4:8 
L 1 
1 
4 
* 
1 
2 = 
= 
* 
1 
2 
1 
# 
21 
x 


— 


213 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


hitherto been able to cure himſelf. That 
tall, thin figure of a man, who is old 
enough to be the grandfather of all 
around him, is a German Baron, and þy 


profeſſion a pimp. His preſent buſineſs 


is to provide half a dozen of the hand. 
ſomeſt proſtitutes he can find, to ſup 
with an old goatiſh Lord, at an adjoining 
brothel. The man in a long great-coat 


and dirty boots, with a whip in his hand, 
is the ſon of a confectioner, who does 


not mount an horſe half a dozen times a 
year; but has bedaubed his boots with 
his own hands in an alley, as he came 
along, in orderto have the credit, among 
ſome of his female acquaintance, whom 
he will meet here to-night, of having 


hunted this morning with the King, in 
the neighbourhood of Windſor, The 
well-dreſſed perſon who entered imme- 


diately after him, and whoſe white ſilk 
ſtockings and gliſtening ſhoes have not a 
ſpeck on them, has, nevertheleſs, rode 
very hard indeed within theſe few hours; 
1 | or 
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for this very afternoon he committed a 
robbery on the highway, about ten 
miles from town, and ſaved himſelf from 
being taken, by the ſpeed of the animal 


which he rode. 


« Obſerve, I beg of you,” continued 
the Demon, * that plain-drefſed man 
with his hat in his hand, who is now paſ- 
ſing by us. Take notice of his unaſſum- 
ing appearance, and in what a quiet 
way he 1s, as 1t were,. threading the 
crowd. That is, nevertheleſs, a baronet 
of high character, and a member of Par- 
liament, who has an eftate of, at leaſt, 
ten thouſand pounds a year. His lady 
and daughter are in a ſide-box, and he is- 
come to conduct them home. The Her- 
culean figure who follows him, and looks 
as if he had been ſacrificing too liberally 
to Bacchus, aſſumes that appearance in 
order to produce a little diſturbance in 
the courſe of the evening; which, by 
confuſing. the company, will give ſome 
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is the ſon of a confectioner, who does 


hunted this morning with the King, in 
the neighbourhood of Windſor, The 
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hitherto been able to cure himſelf. That 
tall, thin figure of a man, who is old 
enough to be the grandfather of all 
around him, is a German Baron, and by 
profeſſion a pimp. His preſent buſineſs 
is to provide half a dozen of the hand. 
ſomeſt proftirutes he can find, to ſup 
with an old goatiſh Lord, at an adjoining 
brothel. The man in a long great-coat 
and dirty boots, with a whip in his hand, 


not mount an horſe half a dozen times a 
year; but has bedaubed his boots with 
his own hands in an alley, as he came 
along, in orderto have the credit, among 
ſome of his female acquaintance, whom 
he will meet here to-night, of having 


well-drefſed perſon who entered imme. 
diately after him, and whoſe white filk 
ſtockings and gliſtening ſhoes have not 2 
ſpeck on them, has, nevertheleſs, rode 
very hard indeed within theſe few hours; 
Eon | or 
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for this very afternoon he committed a 
robbery on the highway, about ten 


miles from town, and ſaved himſelf from 


being taken, by the 1; peed of the animal 
whrch he rode, 


« Obſerve, I beg of you,” continued 
the Demon, “that plain-dreſſed man 
with his hat in his hand, who is now paſ- 
ſing by us. Take notice of his unaſſum- 
ing appearance, and in what a quiet 
way he is, as it were, threading the 
crowd. That is, nevertheleſs, a baronet 
of high character, and a member of Par- 
liament, who has an eftate of, at leaſt, 
ten thouſand pounds a year, His lady 


and daughter are in a fide-box, and he is 


come to conduct them home. The Her- 
culean figure who follows him, and looks 
as if he had been ſacrificing too liberally 
to Bacchus, aſſumes that appearance in 
order to produce a little diſturbance in 
the courſe of the evening; which, by 
contuling. the company, will give ſome 
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of the gang of pickpockets, with whom 
he is affociated, a more convenient op- 
portunity of adding to the nocturnal 
ſpot] of watches, purſes and pocket-hand- 
kerchiefs. That comely man, with an 
hat ſo fiercely cocked, and with ribband 
enough in his cockade to ſupply half 
dozen general officers, was originally a 
ferjeant, who, by proſtituting his wife to 
the colonel of a regiment, obtained x 
pair of colours in it, His advanccd ſitu- 
atibn, however, not proving agreeable to 
the eorps, and being, conſequently, un- 
comfortable to himſelf, he obtained leave 
to ſell the commitſion which he had not 
bought; and, aer a variety of bair- 
tf breadth eſcapes, is, at length, become a 
1 reſpectable member of a ſociety of gam- 
blers, who ſupport themſelves by de- 
coying ſuch young men as you ſee here 
into their company, and pilfering them 
of their money. The young fellow in 
mourning, whom he is now ſhaking by 


the hand with ſo much warmth, is 4 
grocer, 
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grocer, who aſſiſts his mother in carrying 


on the trade of his late father, and con- 


ſoles himſelf for having loſt, laſt night, 
a week's profits of the ſhop, becauſe it 
has introduced him to the ſociety of 
gentlemen.” 


But I ſee a perſon,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, „who is looking over a large vo- 
lume which lies open on a deſk in the 
corner, and taking minutes from it with 
a pencil. He poſſeſſes, I ſuppoſe, ſome 
literary office that is attached to the the- 
atre.” „He is,” anſwered the Demon, 
« one of thoſe people who are employed 
to colle& theatrical information for a 
newſpaper, and he is now extracting, 
from the box-keeper's book, the names 


of ſuch perſons of character and conſe- 


quence, as compoſe a part of this even- 
ing's audience; a liſt of which will form 
a very intereſting article of a morning 
paper of to-morrow. He will then in- 
form himſelf concerning the progreſs of 
my - = nl 
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the play, of which he has not beheld x 
ſingle ſcene; and when the farce is over, 
he will retire to write an account of the 
plaudits which have been beſtowed,— 
the encores that have been demanded, 
and any little ſtage-blunders that may 
have been committed ; to which will be 
added, a few complimentary hyperbole 
on an actreſs who occaſionally invites him 
to dinner; and a little diſtant ſeverity on 
an actor, who in paſſing him this ' morn- 
4ng 1n the ſtreet, unluckily-forgot to give 
him the wall.— The gentleman who has 
juſt quitted the box before us, and is 
wiping his brow with a white handker- 
chief, — not, as it may appear, from heat, 
but agitation,—is a gay, wealthy mer- 
chant of the city, who keeps an elegant 
miſtreſs, in a very faſhionable ſtile, at 
the weſt-end of the town. He is returns 
ed this afternoon from Briſtol, where he 
has been on a commercial buſineſs, and 
has juſt received the pleaſure of diſco- 
vering his faithful Dulcinea, who did 
; | | not 
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not expect him for ſome days to come, 


in one of the upper- boxes, accompanied 
by a gallant Hibernian officer of the 
Horſe-Guards.— That conſequential fi- 
gure which now paſſes us, is one of the 
magiſtrates of this city and county, who 
have a ſalary from Government for exe- 
euting the duties of the police; and you 
may, perhaps, very naturally imagine, 
that he attends here, to check by his 
preſence, or to puniſh by his activity, the 


enormities of the place. On the con- 


trary, his buſineſs, at preſent, is rather to 
encourage chan controul them. He em- 
ploys the ſeverity of the laws only againſt 
thoſe vulgar proſtitutes whom cruel ne- 
ceſſity compels to walk the ſtreets, and 


they meet with no mercy from him. 


But as for the harlots who live in elegant 
lodgings, or maintain an hoſpitable 


houſe, or keep their carriages, he has too 
much politeneſs and gallantry to inter- 


rupt the progreſs. of their uſeful occu- 
pations. Nay, he is now come to wait 


upon 
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his aſtoniſhment at the number of beau. 


It is not poſhble for you to conceive 
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upon the favourite miſtreſs of a nobleman 
who, during his abſence at Newmarket, 
has conſigned her to his protection; and 
his worſhip fulfils the charge, by ſup. 
plying, as well as he is able, the place of 
his noble friend. But as the play is non 
concluded, we will avail ourſelves of the 
interval, before the after - piece begins 
to take a view of the interior decorations 
of the theatre.” 


On entering the front-boxes, the 
Count could not refrain from expreſſing 


tiful, well-dreſſed women, whom he be. | 
held on every fide of him.“ They are,” , 
ſaid the Demon, “ all of them votaries 
of the laſcivious divinity, who come 
here, as to a public mart, to tempt the 

_ purchaſer of the evening; and the greater 
part of them, with all their decoration N 
and gaiety, depend on the proſtitution of 
to-night, tor the bread of to-morrow.— 4 


what 
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what ignorance, vulgarity, impudence, 
wretchedneſs, and diſeaſe, lurk beneath 
the gawdy frippery, and fallacious beau- 
ty which attract your notice, The two 
females who occupy the back ſeat to the 
right of us, whoſe perſonal charms are 
ſet off with the moſt ſtudied adjuſtment 
of faſhjonable attire, were, but laſt year, 
ſimple ſervant-maids, of the loweſt deno- 
mination,—With all their elegance, they 
can neither read nor write; with alt 
their appearance of modeſt demeanour, 
Y they could ſilence a-carman by their vul- 
bf gar voctteration ; and with all that bloom 
on their cheeks, they will ſhortly be 
borted to make application to the puri- 
fying diſcipline of an hoſpital.“ 


«But excluſive of all moral motives,” 
ſaid Don Cleofas, «would it not be for 
the intereſt of thoſe who poſſeſs the pro- 
perty of the theatres, to diſcourage the 
unreſerved appearance of this claſs of 
women; which, as it muſt be ſo offenſive 

to 
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to modeſty, will, of courſe, prevent 
numbers of prudent people from ſuſter. 
ing, at leaſt, the youthful part of ther 
families to be familiarized with ſuch x 
ſhocking picture of female depravity,” 


The theatrical managers,” ſaid Af. 
modeus, have it not tn their power; 
and if they had, the demands of their 
exchequer would compel them to prefe 
a proſtitute who pays for her place, and 
decoys others to pay for theirs, to the 
moſt virtuous woman. in the world, who 
has a free admittance. Befides, with 
what grace could a man Wempt to drive 
a certain rank of females from any part ot 
his theatre, to whom he is obliged to 
have a continual recourſe for the buſineſs 
of the ſtage?—It would certainly be f 
more than common juſtice, if a theatrical 
manager refuſed to admit women of in. 
famous character, as ſpectators, that he 
ſhould equally exclude himſelf from en- 


$*81"g perſons of the ſame claſs, as pe: 
for- 
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formers; and under ſuch a regulation of 
dramatic entertainments, they would 

| become curioſities of the firſt reſearch. 
If we ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that by ſome 
ſuperior intervention, every fallen female 
fhould be made, at this moment, to va- 
niſh both from before and behind the 
curtain, what a ſudden diminution there 
would be of the audience; while the part 
of it which remained, muſt be content 
with what they had already ſeen, from 
| the impracticability of continuing the 
promiſed amuſements of the evening.— 
Luxury ſprings from wealth, and cor- 
ruption is the offspring of luxury; and 
the theatre has a very powerful tendency 
to aid that corruption. I do not mean,” 
continued the Demon, * to propoſe any 
means of improving the public manners, 
which, as you may believe, is not a part 
of my office; but to guard you againſt 
the common - place declamations on the 
morality of theatrical entertainments, 
which has no foundation in truth or ex- 
, perience. 
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perience. Nay, the dramatic perform. 
ances which are the beſt calculated to 
diſplay the beauty of virtue, and the de. 
formity of vice, are preciſely thoſe which 
are favoured with the leaſt attention, 
The entertainment of this evening, 
which is yet to come, is a maſque, writ- 


ten by one of the firſt poets of this or 


any other country, antient or modern; 
and in language that would ſcarcely be 
thought to diſgrace inſpiration itſelf, 
conveys the pureſt leſſons of moral in- 
ſtruction. Nevertheleſs, with all its 
ſublime poetry, with all its moral ten- 
dencies and virtuous energy, it would be 
performed to empty benches, if it were 
not cloathed in the tinſel garb of muſic, 
and accompanied with thoſe decorations 


which at once deſtroy the moral effect 


intended to be produced by the powers 
of its language, and the conſtruction of 
its ſcenes. In ſhort, there is no example 
of pedantic error which furniſhes folly 
with a more triumphant laugh, than the 

| im- 
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im practicable theory of playhouſe mora- 
lity:— And they who are in the habit of 
frequenting the theatres, will be ex- 
tremely fortunate, if it affords them no- 
thing worſe than an harmleſs amuſement. 
Any thing better, would be not only an 
ignorant, but a ridiculous expectation. 
But we will now deſcend, if you pleaſe, 
towards the front of the box, where we 
| ſhall breathe, 3 a leſs infectious 
atmoſphere. 


< The three young ladies,” continued 
the Demon, “ who occupy the firſt ſeat, 
are the daughters of a ref; pectable muſi- 
cian and compoſer, whvſe particular 
connections with the theatre, in the way 
of buſineſs, enable him to procure a free 
admittance for them whenever he re- 
quires it —This worthy man, who has 
acquired an opinion, that any thing 
which can be got for nothing, is an ad- 
vantage,—is ever ready to indulge the 
inclination of his girls for a pleaſure 

Vol. III. L with 
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with which he can gratify them at little 
or no expence.—They accordingly are 
acquiring all the improvement which is 
to be gained by a very frequent attend. 
ance on the amuſements of the playhouſe, 
What advantages they expect to derive 
from ſuch a communication with this 
ſcene of faſhionable life, is very percep- 
tible to my penetrating faculty; but ! 
very much fear that their expectations 
will not be finally ſatisfied. The qua- 
lities which render a young woman truly 
amiable, may not, perhaps, be obſtructed 
by an occaſional viſit to the theatre: but 
I will venture tv reſt all my knowledge 
of the youthful female heart on the 
truth of this aſſertion, that a continual 
attendance there will forward the corrup- 
tion of it.— They who very ſeldom ſee a 
play, will be ſolely engaged by its repre- 
ſentation ; but they who ſee plays every 
week, will ſoon confider the operations 
of the ſtage as a ſecondary object of their 
attention. The Muſician's daughters, for 
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example, have, during the whole of this 
evening, been much more attentive to 
what was paſling behind, than what was 
acting before them; and when the hack- 
ney-coach is conveying them home, their 
converſation will not be on the mimie 
ſcenes of the ſtage, but on the real 
ſcenes of life; nor will their chamber 
diſcourſe of to- night embrace the ſtupid 
morality of the drama, but the more 
intereſting morality of the front- boxes.“ 


ee You will not, however,” replied Don 
Cleofas, © with all your rigid prudence, 
exclude young women from ſuch oppor- 
tunities as offer to hold themſelves forth 
to the admiration of the other ſex.”— 
© You may obſerve,” anſwered the De- 
mon, “to what objects the young men 
who frequent this place, devote their 
regards. Be aſſured, my good friend, that 
in their ſyſtem of ethics, the duty of at- 
tending on modeſt women at a playhouſe, 
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is not to be 8 and the fair ladies 
before us, whoſe father is prevented by 

buſineſs from coming to attend them 
home, will get to their fiacre with no other 
attendance than that of a gallant young 
man who carries a link. But, after all, 
thoſe young women who frequent public 
diverſions in expectation of marrying 
happily, ſet out on the worſt principle in 
the world. The men who are them. 
ſelves. the moſt fond of theſe amuſements, 
deſpiſe thoſe of the other ſex who arc 
continually ſeen at them. — The virtues 
of a retired, not the gaiety of a public 
life, are the beſt recommendations to an 
huſband; the perſon who is qualified to 
promote his happineſs at home, not one 
who is anxious to ſeek for her own plea- 
ſure abroad, is the woman whom a man 
of judgment will ſelect for the compa- 
nion of his life. — But the curtain riſes, 
and we muſt change the _ of our 
animadverfion. To - 
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3 The actor,” continued Aſmodeus, 


y « who has opened the ſcene, 1s delivering 
N a ſoliloquy replete with the fineſt mora- 
r lity, and heightened by the moſt beauti- 
Y ful poetry; and, in reſpe& to it, you 
, poſſeſs an equal advantage with the 


c greater part of the audience: you do not 
4 underſtand it, and they do not attend to 
it. The muſic, however, will make you 


all alive; and here it comes, with its Bac- 
chanalian uproar.— The crew that have 


ſent, under various characters, the in- 


the poet formed them with a view to cre- 
ate diſpleaſure and diſguſt; but the ma- 
nager has ſo contrived the matter, that 
their appearance rather operates as an 
inciting example, than a deterring an- 
tidote.“ 


Aſmodeus now requeſted the Count to 
excuſe his abſence for a ſhort time, and 


immediately quitted his ſeat. In about 
half 


juſt taken poſſeſſion of the ſtage, repre- 


temperate paſſions of love and wine, and 
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half an hour he returned, and informed 
his friend that he had been beckoned by 
one of his confraternity, who preſides 
over the department of thievery, to 
give him ſome immediate affiſtance.— 
«« One of his principal elves,” ſaid the 
Demon, has, this evening, made an un. 
fortunate attack on a gentleman's purſe, 
— for he was taken in the fact.— But az 
my good brother could not yet ſpare his 


favourite, he craved my aid in procuring 


his eſcape ; and we ſo managed the mat. 
ter with the officers who had him in cuſ: 
tody, as to complete our purpoſe, In 
the mean time, it may be preſumed, you 
have ſeen and heard ſomething that was 
not wholly unentertaining.“ * It may, 
indeed,” anſwered Don Cleofas ; ** for 1 
charming little woman has been ſinging 


with the voice of an angel, and much 


have I regretted that I was not acquaint- 


ed with the language of her ſong.” «If 


you knew it,” anſwered the Demon, * as 


well as a native of the country, yout 


b Lord: 
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Lordſhip would have an equal cauſe of 
complaint; for your little Syren,—and a 
Syren ſhe is, in every application of the 
term,— is too fine a finger to be in- 


telligible —The lady who now occupies 
the ſcene, is delivering a ſucceſſion of 


fine ſentiments, which, thanks to the 
folly of mankind, are very little regard- 
ed. She is, in fact, declaiming in a ſub- 
lime ſtrain of meaſured eloquence, againſt 
my honeſt calling. Nay, ſhe is, at this 


moment, addreſſing herſelf to Chaſtity 


with a degree of energy almoſt ſufficient 
to perſuade one that ſhe herſelf practiſed 
the virtue.“ | 


The Demon now expreſſed his wiſh to 


be gone, as ſome very particular com- 


miſſions required an immediate execu- 
tion; and Don Cleofas was inſtantly 
conveyed to his Hotel. 


END OF YOLUME 111. 
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